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LETTER XL 

From the Rajah Zaarmilla, io 
Maandaara. 

i'^RAISE to Varana! under' the guid- 
ance of whole potent arm, behold thy 
friend, farrouaded by the billows of th^ 
mighty ocean. 

The moft fubiime objeds alone prcfent 
tbenifelves to my view. Aho\ye is the 
.azure canopy of ifcaven, in which *' the 
*' gold-crowned Sultan of the firmament, 
^^ advances the ftandard of his bright- 
*' nefs 'P and without rival or competitor, 
enjoys the foHtary grandeur of imperial 
ftate. Belnv is the- boundlefs expanfe 
of waters, the congregated waves of 
which, like the chief? of fome greax re- 
public, alternately rife into the majefty 
of power, and retire into the peace of ob- 
icurity. 

. A Z 
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From the benevolence and fiiendfhip 
of captain Grey, I received every affift- 
anee in preparing for my voyage, and 
procured every neceflary that could tend 
to its comfort. I have alfo from him 
Letters of introdu6lion to his friends, 
with a fketch of the char^fler of each, 
fo that I ittiall have the advantage of a 

- fort of pre-acquintance in a land of 
ftrangers. From Morton, I have re- 
ceived letters for his mother, and lifters, 
accompanied by fome valuable prefents, 
which /the generous hand of Grey> ena* 
bled him to procure for them,. 

The young man has made a rapid pro- 
grefs.inmy efteem : his mind feems forri}- 
cd for the refidence of virtue ; nor is there 
any reafon to apprehend that the head- 
ftrpng paflions of youth will ever be able 
to drive her from her feat. 

I have not forgotten the fifler of my 
friend, the long lamented Percy. For 
her I have made a feledlion of whatever 
I thought could be acceptable : and the 

' idea of/ prefenting it in perfon, affords 
great, delight to my mind,— Jeo-dofs, 
to whom, as well as to my other fervants, 
I. gave' the liberty of returning to Kut- 
tiih^, . fo earneftly entreated for leave to 
accompany mc, that I confented; and 
alfo at .their own defire have kept two 
uiore of my own people, all of w^hole 
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fervices I find very ufeful to me m ihis 
floating caftle; where, in fpite of every 
precaUtioQ, I confefs, many things occur, 
difgufting to delicacy, and abhorrent to 
the nice feelings of j)i.opriety. 

I was accompanied to the ihip by 
Grey, Morton, and fome other friends, 
who have diftinguifhed 'themfelves by 
their particular kindnefe to me. Ev«n 
Cooper, wild and eccentric as he is, would 
Eot fufferr me to depart without fome 
t )ken of his kindnefs. He brought me a 
cap lined with the fineft fur, which he 
told me would be of fervice in the ccdd 
climate I was about tdencounter. 

The pang of regret penetrated my 
heart, when I bade the laft farewell to 
thefe ' amiable friends; but when the Ihip 
was put in motion, and I faw thofe bleft 
(hores, " the favoured feats of the Gods 
of India/' recede from my fight, my 
heart grew faint within me, and all my 
philofophy was infuiSicient to re-invigorate 
•my finking courage. 

Sicknefs in a Ihort time took from me 
the power of thinking. I havefuffered 
under it fo feverely, that I have hitherto 
been unable to enjoy the fociety of my 
fellow paffengers, the female part of whom 
are ftill confined to their apartments, by 
the cruel efiedls of this fea naufea, the 
moft intolerable of all difeafe^! Upon the 
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quarter-deck, I have met the hulband 
of one of thefe ladies, who was - • - - 

of , ia which ftation he acquired a 

fortune, which though not the teoth of 
the fum that a Muffulman Dewan would 
have acquired, will, I am told be fuificieot 
to give him diftinilion in his ov;n countrjr. 
The Commander of the fliip, though 
an>ong his men ht appears like a lion 
of the forefl, is to bis paifeugers gimtle 
as the deer of the mountain^ I barrc 
alreaidy been much indebted to his poihe:- 
Mfs jmd civiHty. I biarv^e the fame ac^ 
knowledgment to make to tbe Surgeon^ 
a young man, whofe quick, and penetrdc- 
ing eye gives the promife of genius^ and 
difcernroent. 

Time, that great Pbyfictan, hayiog in 
fotne degree reconciled obr ftomacbs to 
the nifotipn of the veflfel» I have bad the 
pleasure of being introduced to the farr 
companions of our vojrage j who are three 
in number. 

Thefirft, is the wife of the Dewan; hoar 
features are regular, but fo infipid, thatl 
ihould not fail to pronounce her equally 
void of fenfe and feeling, was- it not for 
the unlimited affcflion Ihe evinces to- 
wards the animal creation, which fhe car- 
ries to as exalted a height as any Hermk 
of Cummow. Surrounded by Parrots, 
Lorys, Maccaws, Imall 0ogd, Perfian 
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Cats, and Monkeys of every defcription, 
Ihe feems attraftcd towards them by a my- 
fterious fympathy; while if her languid 
eyes are caft towards any of the company, 
it is oaly to exprefs the language of difdain. 

Notwit'hftaiKiing my admiration of this 
amiable proteftrefs of the brute creation, 
J cannot help feeling a fuperior degree 
of pleafure, in contemplating the unafie£l* 
ed charms, and anaflGtning loreHnefs of 
a young widow; the beauty of whoft 
cotsnte&ance is flxaded, thoogfi net eod* 
^ealetf, by the veil of fefrow. Whilftf 
bcftowing oa her fatberfefr babes the foft 
caribiTed of matemaT tendernefe, I hare ob- 
ftrved the tear whicbgliilened on the filk- 
en fringe of her fine Haclc eyes, mingled 
wH^ the fiiiil^s of tender complacency. 

Bl^twixt this Xady and her hulband, at 
an early period of lift, a mutual ^attach- 
mcnt had taken place. Prudence could' 
not af that time fanflien their union : fcr 
in a. country where luxury has fixed her 
relidence, it becomes difficult to procure 
the neceffafies of exiftence, -and without- 
iheft^, how woul^ a nian anfwer the calls 
of an infent fanj^ily ? The affeftiob of 
thefe lovers, at length triumphed over 
every difficulty; the gentleman went 
to India, wherei in procefs of timej he 

was promoted tp the of--- and 

no iooner found bimfelf in a fituation 
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to fupport a family, tban he claimed 
the promife of his betrothed bride, who, 
throwing afide the timidity of her fex, 
and unproteded, fave by the modefl dig- 
nity of virtue, nobly braved the incon- 
veniences and hazards of an Indian 
voyage. She was received^with tranfport 
by her anxioufly expeding lover, whofe 
bappinefs was completed by their im- 
mediate union. Their's was not that; 
tranfient'glow of joy, which, like the 
crimfon-tinted cloud of morning, vanilhes 
while gazed on; it was permaneqt as. 
pure. Each met in each the enlight- 
ened companion, the wife advifer, . the 
faithful friend. But, alas! while fondly, 
looking foe ward to a long period of fe*-^ 
licity, the ftroke of death, fuddenly def-. 
troyed the fair, but fallacious profpeft. 
You will, perhaps, think but indifi'erently 
of her, .who in fuch circumftaoces, would 
peifeverein prcferving life : — But it is the 
cuftom or her nation 1 And flie perhaps 
imagines,-that Ihe may as effeftually evince 
her regard to the memory of her hufband, 
by devoting herfelf to the care and educa- 
tion of his children, as if flie had mingled 
her ifhes with his. 

Three ^e boys look up to her for, 
protedion, and already begin to benefit 
by her inftrudions, Their innocent vi- 
vacity, thougli a fcurce of amufemeut 
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to moft of the party, is a great annoy- 
ance to the monkey-loving Bibby, who 
declares, that "of all the odious tor- 
" ments of a long voyage, that of being 
*' teized with the noife of children is the 
" word." . At the found of her voice, the 
diflbnant fcreams of her feathered fa- 
vourites, feem to ratify the declaration of 
their fair benefactrefs; whilft the young 
and lively niece of the Dewao, cafts to- 
wards the many-cc)Ioured objects of her 
aunt's affection, fuch an expreffive glance, 
as feems to fay, they are alm&fi as bad. 

Of this young lady I can lay little, but 
that ftie appears gay, and good humoured. 
The Surgeon, indeed, from whom I have 
all my information refpecting my fellow 
voyagers, tells me, that (he had been 
brought to India by her uncle, in order 
to be married to the gentleman, who was 
to fucceed him in his appointment; but 
that on the voyage from Europe, a mu- 
tual affection had taken place between 
her, and a young votary of L^eklhmi *, 
who muft obtain the fmiles of^the God- 
defs, before he can procure the handof 
his miftrefs. Her uncle, in the mean 
while, infifts on her return to Europe ; 
and from the. hilarity of her countenance, 
I Ihould not fuppofe the difappointment 
to have entered deeply into her heart. 

* Fortune. 
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. A fad buftlc has jaft taken place. One 
of the Kttle boys having b«en diluted ib- 
to the great cabbin, by the comkal 
tricks of a Marnaozet, was attacked by a 
huge Baboon, one of the fierceft anii^ats 
in Mrs, - . - - 's collciQion. Hi» ciies 
iboa gave the alarn^; every oniS flew to 
'the place from whence they ififned. No 
description can give any idea of Yhe con- 
iufed fcene which followed. The voice 
of the fufieter^ was foon loft in univerfel 
uproar. The fcreams of the ladies, the 
chattering of the monkeys, the barking 
of the dogs, to fay nothing of the fqual- 
ling of the parrots and maccaws, made 
altogether, fucja- a noile, that the thunder 
of the contending elements cculd fcardely 
have'becn heard in it. When peace was 
at length refiored, and the little bw, 
whofe leg was fadly torn, had beea coiA- 
mitted to the care of the fiirgeon^ che 
l^evi^n ventured to remonftrate with bis 
fair partner, on the numbers, and: bad be- 
haviour of her favourites. It was a ten- 
der point ; the very mention of it, though 
managed with the utmoft gentlenefe, 
threw her into a paroxyfm oC anger, 
which at length terminated in a flood of 
tears. In truth, there appealed to me in 
ihefe tears, fo much more of p&ffioa»thaa 
of icndcrnefs, that 1 could not regard 
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them as aay oroament to the cheek of 
beauty ! Perhaps you may blame my io^ 
feafibility, and beftow more uabouDded 
admiratioii on this benevolent womfin^ 
"who generoofly prefers the welfare ahd 
happinefs of her tailed, and feathered 
favourites, to the peace and comfort of 
her hufband; and whofe. heart expands^ 
with more lively affedion, for the mean* 
eft quadruped in her poi&ffion, than for 
the orphan child of any friend on earth. 

Intelligence is juft brought me of our 
having caft anchor in the road of Madrafs. 
— I v/ill from thence fend you this letter. 
May it find you in the poffeflion of the 
beft bleflings of life, health, and tran^ 
quillity ! What can 1 fay more ? 

LETTER XIL 

X HE day after I concluded my epinle 
from Madrafs *, we returned on board 
Our fliip, and the mofning following 
weighed anchor, and proceeded on our 
voyage, in company with many float- 
ing fortreffes of fupcrior fize, fentbythe 
king of England, to protcC:t the fleet of 
the Company. The gentleman who I 
mentioned to you in my laft, proves in* 
deed a valuable acquifiiion to pur fociety, 

* Which letter does not appear — and is fir)porc J 
hy the Edi(|oj' ic have bee:i lolt. 
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He, alas! returns to bis country, not loaded 
nvhh the riches of India, hut poffefling in 
his mind a treafure, more defirable than 
any wealth can purchafe. It is from the 
fneer of worthlefs profperity, fbom the 
contumely of fuccefsfui pride, that Mr. 
Delomond goes to bide his misfortunes 
iQ the oblivious fbade , of letirement. 
" When the frowns of fortune are ex- 
** ceflive, and human endeavours are ex- 
" erted in vain, where but in the wilder- 
*' nefs can comfort be found for a man of 
" fenfibi.ity r" Such an one is Delomond ;. 
unable to- ilruggle with the tempeftuous 
gales of adverle fortune, he declines the 
j,conteft. The piide of talents, and the 
confcioufnefs of reftitude, may, be thinks, 
fupport him in his folitude; though he 
has found, from his experience, that they 
are ofien an obftacle to advancement in 
the world: the path that leads to fortune, 
too often pafling through the narrow de- 
tiles of meaniieis, which a man of an ex- 
alted fpirit cannot floop to tread. 

The manly elegance with which Na- 
tuie has endowed this Saih, together 
with an air of dignity which marks 
his whole depoitment, commands the 
admiration of the whole party; even the 
lady of the Dew'an, relaxing from ibe 
haughty languor of her ulbal manner, 
condefcends to addrefs him w^iih the ut- 
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moft civility: and though her mirtake 
as to his being a man of fortune^ which 
ii'Oin his appearance Ihe had naturally 
eoilcluded him to be, was foon reflified, 
flie could not diveft herfelf . of the ref- 
pe£lfol deference which his manifeft fu- 
periority fo juftly claims- She fometimes, 
indeed, when he is not prefent, wonders 
what pieople of no fortune mean, by af- 
foming the airs of equality ? 

In the converlation of Delomond and 
the beautiful widow, I have fpent many 
delightful hours. • The firft poffeffes a 
rich mine of knowledge, from which I 
expert pUFe and genuine information. The 
latter is not lefs fenfible, almoft equally 
well infornicd, more lively in her ideas, 
and more quick in her difcernriient ; but, 
at the farUe time fo modeft, and un- 
afiumingis this lovely woman, that I am 
fomeiimes at a lofs which to admire moft-^ 
the perfedion of her underftanding, or 
her unconfcioufnefs of its fuperiority. 

The indifpofition of thefe two intel- 
ligent companions, has for fome days paft 
deprived mc of their fociety; and I 
ftiould have been at a great lofs how to 
difpofc of myfelf, had it not been for the 
goodnefs of the niece of the Dewan, who 
fiQpi her own library fapplied me, with a 
fund of inflruition and aniufement. 
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The young' lady I have lately dif^over- 
ed to be a great lover of book^; of nrhieh 
ihe has by &r the moft Quaierotk$ eoU^-- 
tion of a&y pei^foo oa board* Bot it is not 
furprifing, that I ihouU never have fttC- 
pe£led her tafte £ot liieraciire. No ope 
could poffibly find it but fioin her eonver- 
fa'tioD^ which al waj^s f arns upfon f be moft 
trifling fubje^s. Not witbilaodiDg ti^ imow- 
ledge (he muft doubtlefs have acquired 
hoia, the lE^uftiber of books ihe has iead^ 
ihe 18 fo iBodefl ^ as sever to utter a itD- 
ticficut beyodd vulgar obfervatiod, nor 
16 attempt making ufe of her reafon ujjon 
any occafioQ whatever;* ib t&at a pepfea 
might eafil^ believe her iHiod to be ftiU 
immerfed m the dcf^hs of igixirance. 

Iq the valuable cone!(^tiQ& of Biogra- 
phy, which this young lad^r kindly fiib* 
mitted to my perufel, the firft book that 
attracted my attentiou, was " the Hiftory 
of a Nobkman-y' but I foon found, that 
the word Hijiory has more meanings ia 
the Englifli laQgiiage^ than that which is 
given to it in the Dictionary. It is there 
faid to be, *^ a narrative of evtiAs and 
facts, delivered with dignity." 3ut the 
hiftory of this illuftrious nobleman, ccm- 
lifled of Bothinff more than a few letters 
written in the clays of juvenile foll)%, on 
the fubject of love !— Indeed, I cannot 
imagine why fuch immature produ6lions 
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ftioxAd have been prefetved at all ; aod 
ftill left cao I ^odceivc Sot wbat purpofe 
tbey are giwa ta the world, id whocD, 
the opioiod ^bkh a jroung nma eiiter- 
fains (d tto unparalleled beaufy of bis 
Bnftoe£('s coonplexioa, cao forely be of 
very Ikde c^oafequeuce. Other hiftorks 
i foond written hi the maimer of Me- 
moirs i risek are faid to contaia tlsMs lives 
of Mluftrious perlbD^es, whofe names 
tidofn die tkle page. It apjMars very 
ftrsffige, fhut the lives of thefe great per- 
fofiages ftioiild abound in incidents fo fi- 
iiiitar ; an account of one will ferve to 
give yon an idea of the events that have 
CKScin md in fi&y fainiliesy whofe hifidrks 
I have already read. 

ti lapjxais, that a noble born i&fant is 
defevwd by its fond parents, and espof^d 
^ the care- of chance, and the humanity 
of ftrai^gers* Thefe fortunate fouddlings 
never fail t& be adopted by the firft per- 
son who takes thefn dp, and as thefe are 
always people of fortute,. they receive 
from their bounty an education, every 
way fuitable to their reaJ rank. As foon 
as the young nobleniM attains the age of 
inanbocd, he falls in love ^ith the aaugh- 
ter of his benefa<^or, a circmnilance 
which involves the loving pair in the 
deepeft Hiifery. At length, a period 
is put to th^^ir misfortunes, by the difcp- 
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very of the redl parents, and the young 
lord is admitted to all the privifeges of 
his order. You, may now perhaps ex- 
peft that the hijlory fliould become more 
interefting and important, and be curious 
to hear how the young nobleman con- 
ducts himfelf in his new ilation ; whe- 
ther the experience he has had of life, 
fefves to expand his benevolence, to in- 
vigorate his intelledual powers, and to 
Tender him a more worthy member of 
that auguft tribunal, in which is concen- 
trated the illuftrious mafs of hereditaty 
virtue ? As to all thefe points,, you muft 
content yourfelf to remain in ignorance ; 
with the marriage of the hero, the hiftory 
of his life concludes! 

From this circumftance, and, indeed, 
from the whole tenor of the books, it 
appears evident, that with thefe iflanders, 
marriage is a certain paffport to never 
failing, and never fading blifs ! A ftate 
near refembling that divine abforption 
of the foul defciibed by our Yogees, 
which entirely excludes the cares and 
concerns of life, and in which the miud 
is wrapt in a delirium of perfed'and 
uninterrrupted felicity !— Happ^ country ! 
where the prudence and fidelity of the 
women of higb rank,, fo plainly evince 
the care that is beftowed on their inftruc- 
tion, and where the pi^ty, learning, and 
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morality of the men, is only to be equal* 
led by their humility ! 

I will not co£iceal from you, that in 
•thefe tiue and faithful piftures of the 
manners and morals of the people of 
England, I fee much that appears to 
me extraordinary, and incomprehenfible. 
Here, it is faid by our philofophers, that, 
" in this life (compounded of good and 
evil) *ficknefs, and health ; opulence, 
and calamity; fruition, and difappoinH- 
menf, are bound up together ; thus every 
thing is produced with a companion which 
jhatl deftroy it. By this fcheme of things, 
the wounds of afflidtion are ever within 
the reach of fome cordial balm, which, if 
it does not heal, may at leaft ferve to 
alleviate its anguifh. While, in the pureft 
cup of felicity, is mingled fuch particles, 
aS'-m^y ferve to remind the mortal to 
whom 4t is prefejQted, of the fublunary 
fource ftfem wbefice it flowed, — In Eng* 
land, on the contrary (if I am to believe 
thefe hiftories) happinefs and mifery 
are known only in extremes ; there the 
tide of adverfity fets in with fuch deftruc- 
tive fury; that the bare recital of the un- 
heard-of calamities, it occafions, is fuiE^ 
cient to melt the haYdeft heart! Nor 
when the ' flood of fortune comes, is 

* Heetopades. 
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the iwreat of pr^fpenty which ii pra^ 
duces, lefs extraordinary a&id amazing! 
In its refiftlofs career, every b^rier to 
happiBcfe is broken dowB. The tinde- 
ierving httlband, the cruel father, and the 
malicious annt, are all carried off by 
death :| while riches, honours, titles, fine 
clothes, and fpotkls ebarafier, complete 
the felicity of the beautiful and loving 
pair, who are defined to be over whelms 
ed in ifaisfea of blift. 

From the aiutbority of tbefe authentk 
mstnoirsg it appears, that marriage in 
Europe is never contracted bi»t from^ tbfe 
saoft pwe and difinterdfled oKHivea 
Every- young wotnan who k handfoone 
and aceompfifhed, boi;tever bmnto her 
birth, en imatther fo^ttioe^ is diereciee- 
tain of atcra&imf^ the love and adarira>- 
tion of numbers of the higheft rapk in 
the CdiBQHi»imty» What a gloriooa ex»- 
couragement is held forth to the females 
of that happy ifiand, who muft be blind 
indeed not to perceive thaft n is their own 
^bfiinaey sindfoJ/y^ that alone can pot^Hy 
prevent their advancement to the very 
fummit of felicity ! 

For fuch folly and obftinacy, whenever 
it occurs, a very peculiar and extraor* 
dinary puuifliment is reierved. After a 
few years, fpent, as it is generally be- 
lieved, in vain- repentance, and ufelefs re- 
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gret, they all at once, wkhout any ex- 
ceptions in favour of virtue, merit, ufe- 
ful or orn^ental accompliflinients, tuih 
dergp a certain change^ and incompre- 
hennble transformation, and become what 
is termed Old B^ids. t^rom all that 
I have hitherto been able to learn of 
thefe creatures, the Old, Maid is a fort of 
venemous animal^ fo wicked in its tem- 
per, and fo mifckievous in its difpofitioD, 
that cue is furprifed that its very exi£* 
tenc^ flio^ld be tolerated in a civilized 

After having: fpent npaay dars in the 
ftudy of thofe amnorsy to warmiv recom^- 
mended by the young Bibby, I Degan to 
.apprehend that though to more enlighten- 
ea milKls, they might cCoubtleis prove a 
;fburce d infirudlion and delight, thev 
were not iuSieiemly adapted to my weaic 
capacity, to afford any recompence for the 
time fpent in their perufal. Never before 
did my heart refufe its fympathy to human 
mifery; but the diftrefles of the Lady 
Hariots, and the Lady Charlottes, which 
called forth the overflowings of com- 
paflion, in the breafts of their fair corref- 
pondents, were of a nature too refined 
and delicate, to be difcernable. to any 
fave the Microfcopic eye of European 
^nfibility ! 
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The change which accordiog to thefe 
fage writers of Novels, has taken place 
in human nature, muft have been as fud- 
den as it appears unaccountable. In the 
days of their ^eat Dramatic Poet, the 
Calidas of Euriype^ it was certainly un- 
known ; in his maftcrly delineations of the 
paflions, it is every where, and at tvzry 
period the fame : and from a perufei of 
his works, one would be tempted to 
imagine ' (notwithftanding the evidence 
of thefe authentic memoirs to thd contrary) 
that .though manners .may. differ, and 
local cuftoms fall into oblivion, the traits 
of kindred likenefs, which th^ Creator 
has been pleafed to imprefs on the great 
family of the human race, may, by a dif- 
cerning eye, be traced through every 
clime, and in every period of its exil- 
tence! How otherwife fhould the im- 
mortal Calidas, who flouriftied two thou- 

fand years ago *, and the Bard of Eng- 

* 

'♦ Calidas, the celebrated dramatic poet of India, 
flouriflbed, according to Sir William Jones, in the 
iirft century before Chrift ; he was one of the nine 
men of genius, commonl/ called the ]V:nc Gems^ 
. . who were favoured with the patronage and fplen- 
didly fupported hj the bounty of Vicramaditycs, 
a Monarch eminently diftinguifhed by his tafle for 
I literature. 

(See the preface to Sir William Jones's tranfU* 
tion of S<tc,ntala.J 



land, wto was cotemporary nvhh Ackbar, 
teach the heart to vibrate with the fame 
fefxfations? The Sacontala oF the one, 
and the Deliiemona of the other, fpeak 
fo nearly the fame language, that, did 
i not believe the foul of the Indian poet 
to have been long abforbed in the regions 
of felicity, I ihould undoubtedly imagine, 
that it was Calidas himfelf, who, under 
the name of Shakfpeare, again vouchfaf. 
ed to enlighten and delight the world !— 
It is at lead evident that they have both 
copied from the fame original — Uiichang^ 
ingy €V€rJaJling Nature ! 

A chafin of many weeks has taken 
place in my journaL Alas ! When I 
undertook to write it, I was not aware 
of, the tedious uniformity of a fea voyajge. 
But though void of incident, the fcene 
has not been deftitute of inftru<Elion. By 
time, and incieaiing intimacy, the cha- 
taflers of my companions have been 
more fully developed. The firft fketch 
tJiat was drawn- by the hafly pencil of 
imagination, I confidently pronounced 
to be a ftxiking likenefs; but very dif- 
ferent riow appears the pi^iure, that has 
been delineated by flow-workiDg obfer- 
vation. 

In my letter frorn Madrafs*, 1 inforni- 
ed.jou of tbe.acquifition I expedled from 

* This leiier is not to be found. 
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t!ie fociety of the young officqr, whofe 
fprightly^^ manners, and cpmniunicaxive 
(tifpofinon, gave the promiie of an ever* 
pleafing companion. But, alas ! I fooa 
difcovered that iprigbtlinefs aud Joqua* 
city are by nq means united with urba- 
nity and cheerfalnefs.— The fmaU ftpck 
of perfonal anecdote, with "^hich the ia- 
cidents of his life had lUrnifbed him, was 
DO fooner exhauftejj, than he became 
dull, infipid, and Qiorofe. Nor was the 
change which feemed wrought on his 
temper, lefs exttiaordiiury, than that 
which took place in his manners. This 
youth, feemingly fo gentle; who took 
liich pfeafure iji obliging; who lived 
but to' promote the happihefs of others, 
gives every day fuch convincing proofs 
of the malignity of his difpofition, in the 
cruel treatment he bellows upon his 
younger brother, that it is impoffible to 
behold it without feeling's of horror, and 
indignation. 

How different from this, is the change 
that has taken place in my opinion, con- 
cerning the charadler of the Dewan. 
Alas ! I fear, that in more inftances than 
thefe, my firft opinion has been like an 
unjuft judge, who fuffers his decifions to 
be influenced by the eloquence of flat- 
tery. Self-love, whifpers that thofe who 
are pleafcd with us, are pleafing ; and it 
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k not till experience has convinced us 
<»f our erf or, that we are williog to liftea 
to the voice of truths The refervc, and 
jilence which at firfi iecmed to give to the 
cfaarsBfier of the Dewan an appearance 
<^ fullensefs and flupidity, gradually 
<Aeared av^ay, 1^ time and aaereaiing 
intimacy, and diicoveied to us inconteft-* 
able proofs of a mijkl and placid temper, 
a deepIy*thinkiog, well-infermed mind, 
and a humane and benevolent heart. 

The condudl of his Lady^ has not, I 
<KX&ky undergone much change; but 
fny opinion of k has been fomewhat 
altered, by an infight into its motives. 

"That hai^hty, and arrogant demea- 
flwmr, which Thad conceived to flow from 
the confcious fuperiority of birth . and 
merit, was, it feems, afiumed by folly, to 
conceal the real meanndfs of both. Her 
biftory appeared to me (o very extraor- 
<iinary, that had I not had the moft con- 
"vincing proofs of the "^racity of my in- 
former, I coofei^, I ihpuld have been 
led to doubt its truth. 

This difdain&l Lady, whom I had 
coofidered as ibroe highly exalted per- 
fonage, was the daughter of a tradefman, 
*^ wbofc foolifti fondnefs, faid the Sur- 
geon/' (for I give you his very words) 
" beftowed upon her fech aneducation, as, 
wiiboQt inllru6ing her in the qualities 
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^atr are alooe fuifed to adora ad exalted 
rank, rendered her .uofit for hecomiDg- \ 

wife to a man in . her own. At the deatlx I 

of this parent, ihe laid out the finall fbr-^ | 

tune he bequeathed her^ in fine cloaths^ 
and took h^r paflage to : Bengal, wbere^ 
Ihe did not dqubt that her Jbeauty would 
procure her an advantageous marriage*. 
The event proved equal to her expedla-. 
trons. On her arrival, flie was feen by 
the t)ewan, whojidmiiied^ courted> and. 
married her V'-r}^, ftiought" faid I, inter- • 
rupting my irfcnrmer, " that Europeans 
had made companions of, their wives^. 
Surely, this' woman was not qualified, 
for being the companion ; of fuch a maa 
as the Dewan. . It is not poflible to 
imagine, that her intellectual deficien<> 
cies, would be unobferved bv a mafi of. 
his fenfe and penetration/' " The 
Dewan was too much charmed with 
her beauty, to obferve, any deficiency 
in her merit," replied the. Surgeon; 
"or, if he did^ ihe was fo young, that he 
promifed himfelf fa much pleafure in fill- 
ing the ofiice of Piecfeptor/' Alas! he 
coniidered not that pri^ is the ufual con- 
comitant of ignorance; that it is not the 
underftandiDg v.7hicii'.4Ns been perverted 
by vanity, prejudice, and folly, that will 
litlen to the inftructions of a bulband. 
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ih^x 33Qp^'Of1}appiQe& in^ce iiom the 

*^ filai^ by;h€^ ewUaiianto affluence, 
&t ithwghit that "K) ^aliae . the dreams 
trf -bjjfs^, &n»ed by feer fcBid fancy, Ihe 
Jbad oqly jto icdulg^ in ev?eiy, capricious 
Jivhim of >v«khity-, :Ber extravagance wa^ 
tmbc^ad^d. But Cooa &d foi^od that k 
*was i3«3tt ia the .power of (plcodid cquU 
fiage, or faotftftip finery, to.HM the cha% 
of an empty wmd. v. 
*, " The delight <5f totviraHed pre-enii* 
aeiice ha «very attiole oi '<apenfive orna^ 
fitent, foop gave place to fullseci apathy, 
andiret^ul iKf(Loate«t^ New follies \vere 
im>«i:i^^, raed purfeed wit;h Jio better 
Juccds, aod it will perhaps, aftpaifii you^ 
to kam, thatiter inig^y sfondaefe for the 
iurute OTeatifm^ iuilead^e^prQceeding from 
ihe pure fourceof tnae beoaNVolence, was 
in reaTuy, ^no other xhm ^n -effort of 
the anifiial /fptrits, «i procure an ob*- 
je3-of. employ meat to her >ever reftlefe 
mind." . 

Here ceafed my kind ipformer.; who 
left me very mueh aftoniQied, at the pic- 
tnre he had dr%w0>4^f an Engliih womaQ^ 
axtd^ a Ghriftian. 

Aiter much inie&ioQ, I think I ,ca9 
trace the* unenlightened ftate of this wo* 
inan'« underftandlng, to her want of in-. 
<tru£lion. Had ihe received- her cduca^ 

Vol. II. B 
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tion at one of thofe <^fe, learned, ^aod 
pious feminaries, called boarding^cfaooH 
ber mind would no doubt have been 
vigilantly defended from the uoxiodk 
breath of vanity and conceit. She woul4 
there have leanaed according to the pre- 
cepts of her Shatter, to have adorned bei<- 
felf with ** fhamefacednefe and fobrietyJ** 
^' Not with* broidered hair, or gold, o^ 
^* pearls, oi coftly array, but (which bei- 
*' Cometh women poueffing godlinefe) 
"** with good worfcs." Such, no doubt, 
is the education of Chrijiian women, at 
Oiriftian fchods ! How does k exalt my 
opimon of the native geniuFs trf" the young 
widow ; when I contemplate the extent 
»cf her acquired knowledge, her unaffe£i- 
ed humility, her undeviating difcretion; 
and at the fame time, confider, that by 
fier own accoftnt, Ihe never enjoyed the 
advantages of inftruAion at cme of thefe 
enlightened femioaries, but was confined 
during the early part of her Kfc, to the 
roof of her parents ! Is it not furprifiag^ 
that, notwithftanding this advantage, 
Ihe ihouW have made fuch proficiency, 
in every accomplrftiment ? My firft fen- 
timents concerning her remain unaltered. 
Her exalted feDtiments continue lo excite 
my admiration, while her fweet temper^ 
and ever obliging difpofili<iu, n[iake daily 
progrefs in my efteem* 
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The momiog after I laft laid dowu 
im^ pen, we arrived at a fmall ifland> 
^hich ibe benignant hand of nature feemef 
to have (erected) ia the midft of the 
mighty ocean, as a convenient* Choul- 
trie, for the floating caravanferas that 
tra\^rfe its watery bofoni. Here we 
ipent DCsrrly twentvtlays, and were en* 
tcrtained by the innabitants, who appear 
a gay and iivdy people, with much kind- 
nefe and hofpitality. ir> . 

The change of tt^4wae was reliflied by 
all the party, but by tione fo much as 
'-tbe niece^ of the Dcvvati ; to whom the 
uniform life w^e led x>u board fliip, wa^ 
become -altogether infuppoitable. She 
had indeed for a long titne, been at a 
moft pitiable lofs for employment. The 
contents of her library, which I imagined, 
would have afforded her a fund of amufe- 
ment and edificaticm, during the courfe 
<rf her voyage, were foon exhaufted** 
Having xmtx found out how all the wilh- 
«d-for marriages, of all the heroes and 
heroines, were brought about ; and been 
let into the fecret of the farprifing difco- 
veries, iucky accidents, and miraculons* 
combination of circumllances, which uni-* 
formly led to that happy event, flie had 

* Choultries, ai<e 1iouie« built k Icdisl, &r the" 
aecoaanodatioa of tra\eller4« 
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no further iatcreft nor. curiofity con- 
cerarog them. Thefe books had, iie- 
verthelefs, by giving conftant fuel to the 
vivid fl«me oiF. youthful imagination, 
created fuch an infatiabk craving for 
novelty, as rendered every other fort of 
reading taflelefs and in&pid. Even the 
ever entertaining converfation of our in- 
tellisgeDt companions^ had no charms for 
her. 1 have fieqnently known the chain 
of an inter^fliog argument, to which I 
have been liiflening with avidity and de- 
light, all at once inuerrupttd, by her 
abruptlyaiking, when we Ihoidd'lee land? 
vVbativer gave the promifc of varietj^ 
feemed to re-animate -her flagging &>irits. 
t\^hether it was'the appearance 'of a flying- 
fiih— ♦or the Ymiioured gpproach of an 
enemy J the drowniBg of a iitteu, or the 
indications of a coming ftori^, all were, 
equally acceptable ; fo that they relieved 
her; -feom the tedious talk o£ thoi^ht. 
The approach to St. -Helena, made her 
almoft wiU with yx^': ^o fooner wasit 
announced, thsti me fiew to ber cabin, 
to take from her trunk, Ibme particular 
drefles, which ftie had refen^ed for the 
eccafioD, and haiiily difplayiag them be- 
fore the amiable Widow, afked lief fifty 
qoeftions in a breath concerning tbeam- 
poitant point;, of which waa inoft be- 
coniing. 
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Eeiides the novelty of the icenea, and 
amufements at St. Helpna, fhe there 
made another acquifition, which, I hope, 
will afltord her fufficient variety of enter- 
tainment for many weeks, to come. This 
is no other than a frefti fupply of npvels. 
This fhe happily accorhplilhed, by ^x- 
chaqging the contents of her library, with 
another reaiiing Jair one^ whom fh^ ac- 
cideotally met at a half, and with whom, 
on ajDi apqnaintapce of three days, ihc 
eommencetf ajp extreme and ar^fnt £ci€nd"- 
fhip. The great loc^u^crty with which 
her pref^nx flow of fp^irits has inf^ired 
ihM vot vy of fency, U foqiei^tgie^ no lefs 
tcazing than the efPeil? of her ^v\f^tt 
ennui; to the ejegant^ hut fojnewliat too 
Ikftidious Pelpipond, it i^ peculiaiily ii;^*^ 
fomc. 

la truth, it tenot a little to be rct 

ij^rett^d, that this amiable 9jai\ fi'e.qi?e;nt.' 
y indulges a certain fojre^efSi of mind, 
wh^ch^ may not irtjproperfy b? tctmed 
tfxe tjlegitiraat^ pfifep;:in^ of feiifibiiity. 
What pxoviss its fourtous birth, is, th^; 
while genuine fenftbility is ever aKve to 
the feelings ojf others, this baflarc^ br^ch 
of the family, is only mii;dfb\ pf itsqwq. 
^ being ever ready to take pffence, 
without coofideriog whether pffence wa^ 
intended to be ^iven, it frequently inftids 
a woi^nd in the bofom of fjrteadfiiip ; bye 
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IS un&eliogly infenfibleto the pam wbicb 
it has produced. What a pity it is, that 
this inipoftor^ ihould ever had a place in 
the breaft of a worthy jziaa ! I cannot 
without pain^ behold it cherifhed by 
the dignified mind of Deloniond, and 
would not fail to reoionftrate with him 
concerning it^ was- he not ftx eqfily kurft, 
that I fear an eftrangeoient of his fr^Bd* 
Ihip might be the confec^ence. Fatal 
propenjQty I which prefents a barrier to 
the whcuefbme fuccour of advice,^ and 
cuts ofi retreat from error. In the va-» 
rlous fl^etches which this amiable and ac- 
complifhed Saib» has give^ mq of his life^ 
and his misfortunes, I eaq plainly di& 
cern, that the difpofition I have juft now 
alluded to, has beea no lefs detrimental 
to his fortune, than injurious to. his fe- 
licity. 

I fufpeft, that you are bow almoft 
as much tired of tne voyage, as the niece 
of the Dewan, and begin to re-echo hec 
interrogatory, of when mall we fee land ?. 
But courage, keep, up your fpirits, your 
patience will not be put to a much longer 
trial. — Land has been juft difcovcred froni 
the topmaft-head.— I cannot avoid envy- 
ing the happy failor, who from the giddy 
height catches the firft view of his dear na* 
tive country. Ah ! what pleaiing images 
play about his heart! in that little fpeck 
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appearing in tfce diftant horizon, he be* 
Holds his little bomcj his tender wife; bis 
endearing infants; and already; in imagi- 
nation, feels, and retnrds their foft ca- 
reGTes* I ga to participate in the joy of 
thefe honeft people, it is a bad heart tp 
which the hajfpiNefs of ,a fdlow mortal 
can be indiflFerent. 

Ah! Maandaara, How aftonilhihgly 
great has been my difappohnment t In- 
ftead of the expefted appeatance of fe- 
licitj, I beheld in the countenances of 
the hitherto hearty, and contented failors, 
(he ftrongeft indicatk)ns of confternation, 
icrror^ and difmay ! On enquiring into 
the caufcf of this alarm, I was told/ that 
it arofe from the rumoured approach of. 
a pref5-gang\ a prefs'-gang I never be- 
fore heard of, but from the degree of 
terror it infpires, Tcan eafily conceiv^e 
it be fome infernal fpecies"" of monfter ; 
fome cruel fervant Xi^ the genii of the 
deep, to whom the lotig-abfent failor is 
an acceptable facrifice. Accurfed fpirits ! 
the terror of whofe ilarae, can put to 
flight the tender images of hope, and 
can induce defpair at a moment when 
the fvveeteft impiilfes of nature have 
kindled the torch of joy ! 

At the n^oment I laid down my pen, 
a fine boy of about fixteen years of age, 
who had frequently iu the courfe of the 
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voyage, attrafled my nouc«> burft ioto 
my cabiB, " For the love of God, 
*' allift me dear, dear Sir/' cried he, 
the prefs-gaDg are already here^ and' 
I know, I Ihall jaot efcapc t For my-^ 
felf I fhould not care ; out, my poor^; 
*' poor mother r Ihc ^ill never forvive 
it. I kBow.ftie wopt. AIa&! flSie has 
fla foH;^ but me.— Her heart isi now 
'\^earning to embrace' me* O it wiM^ 
" break, if Ihe is difaj^iated P' I g2tv«i 
him time ,to fay no more, but having 
haftily emptied a large trunk, made hihik 
leap into it, and there detained him,. 
i2nttllwa$ aflured^that thefechildren ct 
Nareyka had retired. Alas ! they dT<t 
not retire wkhout pfey; above thirty of 
thofe brave feHov^s, wtofe nftfiil iabdmrai 
have ct^nduced to the enrichment^ and^ 
profperity of tbeii:' country f wbo'^ afie^, 
an abfenee of.tweilty mmitSis,. hopes to 
reap the reward of meii toils, by retura- 
ing to its bofom, were dragged irelu^nt 
victims to tl^e infernal demqp of power I 
I^or are thele the only mongers that 
infeft the Britiffx coaft.---Much appre- 
hcnfion is entertained by the feamen^ 
and paffengers, for certain lavages^' calleci 
Cufiomrkotde Officers*^ who, it feeros, ^re 
particularly ferocious towards ttofe who 
cotiie from the Eafl. 
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Praile to the preferving Spim! — Our 
watery pU^riinage begins! "to dfaw npap 
its clofe. At ten this morning, we caft 
our anchor, at the diftance of about one 
cofs from one of the principal Naval 
Ports in England. ' All bn board is xao^ 
hurry aijd ^onfufion, every <?ye fparkles 
with the eagern^fs of expeftatiori, and 
every heart fcems warm, with the 
thoughts qH once more beholding their 
friends, and their native country; it is 
the tumult of delight j the dread pf the 
cuftpm houfe officers', is forgotten ; I 
fuppo/e our fleet was too formidable for 
thefe fayages to d^ire to make any at- 
tack upon it. And. how that we are 
^ithinjSffht of an Engliih port, we can 
have ijothing to fear. Seeing every one 
ip^king preparations for going afhore» 
I retired to fppnd an hour at my pen ; 
but the encreafiqg buftle, renders it im* 
pofilb(e fcr me to proceed further at 
prefent. 

On going upon deck, I was furprifed 
tx> obferve a number of ft range faces, 
and anjjioully enquired what kind friends 
had t^ken this early opportunity of greet- 
ing our arrival ?— »With aftonifhment, I 
.learned, th^t the ftrangers, were no other 
than the dreaded cuftom-houfe officeis. 
la manncrs^drefs, ftature, and complex- 
ion, nay even in language^ thefe favages 
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bear fo ftrong a refemblance to the Eng* 
lifh. that they might at a flight view, be 
iniliaken for tne fame ; but, on a more ac- 
curate examioatioD of their tountenances, 
evident traces of their favage origin, may 
beeafily difcerned. They arelefs fero- 
cious than the -----, and feldom mur* 
der thofe,who fall into their hands, unlets 
. in cafes of refiftance. This they did not 
meet with from any of us; but, got leave 
to rifle, rob and plunder, without any 
hindrance, or moleftation. Their avidity 
for plunder, though eager beyond dc-^ 
fcriptipn, feems to be acquired by the 
flrangeft caprice* On the commodities 
of Europe they feemed to fet jao value ; 
but feized with favage rapacity, on the 
more elegant, produdions of the Eafl. 
' In refpedl to thefe, the niece of the D^- 
wan, and myfelf, have beeii the greateft 
fufferers. A beautiful piece of filver 
muflin, which the fair reader of No- 
vels, had treafured up, as her choiceft 
ornament, and on which, fhe fet a teo- 
' fold value, fton) its being of a fimilar de- 
fcription to that which was worn by the 
Right Hon. Lady Araminta Eleanora 
Bloomville, on the day or her nuptials ; 
was feized by thefe reientlefs barbarians, 
without reniorfe. With a copious flpod 
oftearsi flie befought them tofpareher 
favoyiiie robe; but, alas? the fupplica- 
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tions of beauty, touched not the heart of 
thefe favage plunderers, who beheld un- 
moved, the pearly drops, which courfgd 
6ach other down the fair one's cheek ! 
iny cabin afforded a ilill more ample 
ihare of plunder. The jfhawls, the moF- 
lins, which I intended to have prefented 
to the lifter of Percy : and the lefs c<^ly, 
fhough in the eye of affeAion, no lefs 
valuable prefems, • which the generofity 
of Grey; had enabled young Morton to 
icnd his family? all, all; -were feized, 
by the unhallowed hands of thefe ruth- 
lefs fpoilers ! Had they taken my whole 
cheft of gold Mhors, it would not have 
gfieved me half fo much ! But, as it is a 
misfortune, for which I perceive there is 
no remedy, I muft have recourfe to that 
only phyfic of the hopelefs — Patience. 

From the Queen of the ocean, the 
favoured Illand of Great Britain, does 
the wandering Zaarmilla, now addreis 
the iiioft beloved of friends. — Having 
taken leave of the Captain and officers, 
and returned, well merit^, tha;nks for 
their kind attention during our voyage ; 
we went into a boat, which bad been lent 
from the harbour, for the conveyance of 
the paffengers, and were quickly landed 
<m one of the ghauts of Portfmouth ; it is 
impoflible to convey to your imagination, 
any notion of the magnificence of the 
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fpe£tacle that prefeoted kfeU* .to cm vkvr^f 
m th4s fliort. fail. Na idesa of tkefubli*- 
mity oi a fleet o^ Soatiag fipptre0e6| caa 
poflibiy be cencteivcd by tbofe who have 
iKi^t bfbcld the iBneqiKilled fce&e. The 
army of the moft powerful Mooarcb of 
the £aft, though susmerow^s the graiDs c^ 
fand upoa the (hoires of the fea^ the 4u& 
of^ the ^et of whofe Eiephadts obfcure^ 
the Doon-day iuiij^ cannot^, in point o£ 
grandeur, bear conipanfoQ wkh an af«K 
ieniblageof thefe gloiiea of the oceao^ 
that ride triumphant in an Englifh port* 
We have taken up ouV prefent abode at 
afort of Chouitrje, called an Hotel, and 
are to fpend the remainder of the day to- 
gether. To-naorroWj \vc ftiall fepatate>? 
perhaps, for ever! The lonely widowj^ 
in whofe countenance) I fee the eflaotion». 
of tender recoil^^ions llruggling v^ith 
that amiable fortitude^ which ftrives t^ 
reprefe the feeling of unavailing forlouf, 
purpofes ^oing to the boufeof ia fnend^- 
at a few miles diflante frcftn this :place>T 
and there to wait the arrival of her mo-; 
t'her. I am to have the hapjDifiefs of 
Deloniond's company, on my joua?fieyt<^ 
London, which is a very great cDmfort 
to me, as I find myfelf «lmofi as muck 
at a Ids here,' a« if I had never before 
been tu an . Engli>(h fettiemeat. The 
Deyvan has been bu£ly employed in 
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&iDil}^. Hi» Udy'a extreme delicacy 
Q^t p^umUQg l>er >tD fubmh fid ihe or- 
dkary incxie ol" UAvelling) io biie4 cai^ 
f^4 beh^ been W^i^ tp (mrcbafe 
ce^ for her {ieco»in^0datk>n. Hapjiily, 
the morjLalky lA^bkh pDerailed aoioag her 
&v<mrk€s ia the coorfe of the v<o3^ge9 
has fa iBUch idimimOied thieir jaambiers, 
as to r^ndeit ibe^r conveyaoce % Baa.tt^ 
of little ^QitfPA;AAT4V£ difficulty ; bad 
d)ey.|iU (Qim^6d, jhe :muft furely bave 
bad a carriage built for them oci porpofe ! 

I amhap^ I bad pot clofed this packet> 
as it gives me an o{:^rtucuty of record* 
iog A fcene that baa jufi now paifed, while 
my he^ri fliU glawis with the emotio^a \t 
baa exciied. 

The yoa,tb» ^hom I had tbe^ood ikx* 
i\at to ppoieS^ Ifom the rmhl^fs f^ngs 
of the pndfo-gaog, preieQted bimretf b9*> 
foi:eine.i 4it aq early hour this tBOFjaing. 
*-''' Yfm will think me a &d OQgratefiil 
'' fellow, Sir/' faid be, " lh*t I ftould 

not have aj>peared . to thank you, for 

the very f reart fervioe you rendered 
'^ me.; but, the i&oment I obtained the 
" Captain's leave, I. made the heft of xxxy 
*^ way out of this place ; as I did not think 
" I Should be in fafety, till I reached 
** home. I fet off on foot, and had got 
^' Jiatber natore than ten niil^s -on ^ 
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*^ journey laft night, when I was over- 
*< taken oy a fellow midlhipmao, who in* 
^ formed me of the lois you had fuf- 
^^ tained from the iharks of the cuibom 
*• houfe ; 1 have got here, a bit of your 
" India fort offtufl> to take home to my 
** mother j but I know flie would wear 
*' ' nothing I brought her with any fatii^ 
^* fa£licx), if flie thought fo meanly of 
me, as that I could bafely forget a debt 
of gratitude.'* So faying, he pulled 
from his bofom a very handfome fiiawl, 
purchafed no doubt, with the fcan^ earn- 
ings of his initiating voyage. ** Here, 
** Sir,''faidhe prefeotingit to me in a- 
carelefs manner, as if in order to depre- 
ciate its value; '' it isnotbidg to be fare 
'^ in comparifon of the fine thingr you 
-** have loft; but, asitisr^o/JiMSu/i^itmay 
*• be more acceptable to your EngKm 
^* friends, than fomething much better 
•** bought at home/' There was fbme«- 
thing fo open and ingenuous, in the coun- 
tenance of the youth, while he ipoke 
thefe words, which he did in the mod 
impreflive manner, that he altogether 
overpowered liiy feelings. Protefling 

EDwer ! I exclaimed, thou, whofe mighty 
reatb, can kindle in the human foul, the 
fhame of virtue ; oh ! grant, that the 
fbn of Zkarmilla, may be capable of in- 
J'piring in the breaft of a ftranger, foch 
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feufatu^s as the ooble aSion of this 
youtb caufe$ now to glow in mine t £at 
thiok not, excellent young man (con- 
tinued I) that I can deprive thv mother 
.of die gift of fucb a fon. No, long may 
Ihe wear this, and proudly may Ihe 
; exhibit it to her friends and neigh- 
bours as the fweet pledge of filial aficc- 
tion ; more honourable than the gifts of 
princes! more precious than the jewela 
• of Golconda T I was interrupted by the 
Dewan, who had hitherto been a filent 
.fpeAatoi of all that had pafled. Shaking 
! the youth heartily by the hand, ** You 
*« are a noble fellow/' faid he, " and I 
muft know more of you; but ycju 
may make yourfelf perfedly eafy about 
" this gentleman's lofles, as I believe,. 
" I have taken fuch fteps, as will eSe& 
♦* their reflitution ; but I muft let you 
" know where to find me, and allure 
** you, that wherever I am, there you 
". fliall have a friend .'* So faying, he gave 
him bis addrefs, enjoiding him to call 
upon him as foon as he could find an 
opportunity. While he yet fpoke, two 
men arrived, with the whole of the goods 
^hich had been feifed by the pirates. 
The Dewan, defired each of us to pick 
out our own ; but would give us no fa- 
(isfa£lion as to the manner in whiclirhe 
had effefled their releafc; 
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I am told, thecarriaga waits for me^ 
aod mail therefi>r^ conclude this lon^ 
protra^ed jouroaL 

May the AlvmHv Prefer^<jry who^ 
oaxnipotent arm hatn izSAy giilde^ xne 
acro^ the world of waters, to this remote 
comer of the habitahle globe; He, whofe 
efleace ^vados all Tpace! Ihed thb 
dews of his morcy^ c^ the dwelling of tny 
, jf^iend ! may his choiceft bleffings reft oq 
the child of Qiy afic^iona ! thp Moflpm 
of my heart ! and ojay the fweet buds pf 
laope, peace, and cpnt^ntoieot, continips 
t<^ expand in the virtuous bplbm of my 
gentle Zamarcaada ! Wbat can 1 fay 
xnore? 




LETTER XIIL 






T length Maandaara, behold roe lo 
nvetropolis of England, the celebrated 
of Jx>ndon. My heart bounds with- 
ime at the idea of tlie new fcenes I 
about to behold. The pulfc of^ ex- 
ation beats in every vein. — I was bU 
^ &tience, to deliver my letters of in- 
<lu^ion; but, unluckily, we arrived ^t 
-very feafon of a folemn fefiival, whieh 
ly properly celebrated by theChrH* 
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opcAcd to^dbidr view thd §k>Hoiju^ hopes, 
of ci&Qg, fromv^bed of <te«Ui>i lo the 
regions of eterDal glory ! — You »ay Midi 
is)agia«'dnf a^Miv^ ofdigHiftriog: m fmh 
a iotti;feey is- celebrated tbrwghwt die 
CbriiUajT wocld wkb^ afpi^oprmce felcmr* 
rm^y^ Wkh tbeo)^ ihc foria»$' 99d eere** 
mome^ of thtir i;eli^Qa> ittmk^ oet niere^ 
]y as a teilimonjf of tkck fuperbr pi«t}e 
wbick prQ4uc€id. tkem* Tbeie laitku^ 
tiooa have aot bMooie a rcfRcoacb ta tJM 
^Sei^eracy o£ f^^cceedipg ajg^a! Tliey; 
bave a^t, wiUv tbrotv become a folewfli 
mockery ! a fsktime upon. » triffiogi 9fA 
fiiviolMe g^aeisuioai Kot ai tbr time 
of tbefe likeiydaya, moft 9C ibc &imUM 
of diftin&io% tetira . ktc^ vhe coontty*,! 
that tjb«y may fW< <i^«y tfaci iMtart^ 
parifyiag, taeo^t .f)f folcii3» metfitatiDiv 
UDioterruiKed by tba bufmefs^^ or pkak. 
fiii?«B oi ihe v^orf^. Ah!' iiow edifyiiag 
their devotion! — How exemplary their 
cooduA !— tHow bappy. £ov the coxbhiu- 
iiitymuil it be, if tl^. lower ordeis a^e 
induced to tread in their fool-fteps I 
The few people of rank who remaia in 
town, are equally fedulous in p|:epaii|ig, 
their minds for tbis devout ibleijonity.-*^ 
They frequent no places that are not pri- 
vate :— private theatricals, private con- 
certs private pharo-banks, I have already 
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heard of; and I msifke xia^oubt, there! ar^ 
nomerous dther places of private refort, 
equally hooourable to retigioo> andiavoor- 
able to virtne ! ' 

By thekiod care of my friend Delomond, 
I am provided wkh a very ccmvinienr 
kxlging, in the ftreet which leads to the 
King's palace. This palace is^ in tmth» 
but a meto building, very unlike the Dur- 
bar of an Eaftern Monarch. 
• I have fpent the greater part of the 
week, in taking a furvey of the towUj 
and examining its templet, and other 
public buildings.— -The extent of this 
metropolis, though it ihrinks into iniig-- 
nificance, when compared with the Im« 
perial refidence of our ancient Rajahs, 
the celebrated birth place of Rama^, 
€Mr the Oanga-wafhed walls of Canouge f; 
is yet fufficiently great, to firike with 
ftilonifhment the infignificant mortal, 
who has beheld only ' the modeiti cities 

-•Oude, faid in the Mahbabaret, to have been 
the firft regular imperial city of Hindooftan, and 
extended, if we ma/ believe the Bramins, over a 
line of ten Yogans, or about forty itilIcs ; and the 
prefent city of Lncknow, was only a lodge for wt 
of its gates. 

t Canouge, a celebrated ancient city of Hindoo- 
fian, on the bj^nks of the Ganges ; whofe walls are 
faid in th^ Mahhabaret, to have been one hundrfid 
miles in circumference. 
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of Hindootlan. The foot-paths which 
areraifed at the fides of every ftrcct, arc 
filled with a bufy throng, v/here it is cii- 
rious to behold women, as well as men^ 
apparently intent upon bufineis, entering 
into the ihops^ and making purchafes, 
with the undaunted mien of mafculine 
afliirance. Far from walking along 
the ilreeis with that nroid air of ihrink- 
ing modefty, which diftinguiflics the fe- 
males of our race *, when they venture 
into the walks of meq, their fearlefa 
eye undaunted meets the glances of every 
oeholder; and happy is it for the men 
of the country, that it doth fo; for if 
modefiy was fuper*added to their ofher 
charms it would be imp^ble to guard the 
heart from thqir fafcinating influence. 

Having heard that the firfl day of the 
week^ Audeetye-warf, was appointed foe 
attending the worihip of the Deity in 
public; I exprefled to Delomond, my 
wilh of being prefent at the foleronity. 
Be declined accompanying me; but 

* Sec tRc elegant engravings, illuftratsTe of Mr. 
Hodges's remaTks on this fubjeA, in his Travels in 
India. 

t It IS very remarkable, that the dajs of the weel^ 
are named in the Shanfcrit language, fronn the fame 
planets to which thej were afi^gncd by the Greeks 
nd Romanft, 
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feat iQia Lsdy of his acqaaiQtMce» tobog^ 
Q^^ WQuld accQOimodgt^ me iyi(h a feat 
ia. bej; pew.-^Thefe p^ws,, ape littk w- 
clofiife^^ into wbicfe the greeted part of 
th€t tewiple is iy>-divide4' Wq walked 
up to that which, belooged. tp tfjis Bibby^^ 
preceded by oae o/ her im'vantSt who 
opened the cIqqi: of th^ p^w> and fbllow- 
ed by another ift. the ^me liveiy, who 
carried the boob q£ grayer ; wim which 
baviog prefwted us, fie retired. I h^ve 
akeadjf oI>&rYed tp yotj^ how fcjrupuloufl^ 
the *i»gli5i ChriiliaQS adhere to thole 
pu:ecepit$ of tbeijr Sbafter, whicbi fe^nj 

to difcaunten^icie the outward appear- 
4tte^ of a r^igioiw l^oximent ; *nd h rt- 
gorcwfly do they ajfc^aw from tJhe diy[|l3y^ 
of thefe delighuuleixiotwst. that vbey who 
will thwkfiiBy a^kapwlcc^j?, th^.iJWft \fi- 

^isigQWIgattoacQii^Eeduj^Q thw b]^ th^ 

j»eaflcft of thck feUow-weat^gfies.^ would 
bhjfti tot ^ fix^edled qI grAtitufte, ta tfee 
bc^eficecut (SsQvejrnpr of the, p^ve.i^f ? 

laftead pf beSkavijig ia this teng^fe^ a§ if 
they had * aflfembled together to fead up 
th^F naued tribute of pr^ife^ th^nki^S'^- 
iog» acid h^tnbk f^ppUg^tioii, tg U^ 

Mod High, fo fuccefsfuUy did they al^ 
feft the cooeeatm^t of their ^erotioDal 
featirneijis, that op one could have fuf- 
pefted they had met together, for a^y 
other purpofe, but that of ftariag at each 
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vtbtT^ dtefe ! I muft, however, make an 
wccfptioD in tefg^rd to a Tmall iKimber Of 
Jjcotole, vety plainly hafbited, who ftood 
thirmg tfec fervice, in ^ pan of the <?hurch 
called th'e rifle, • flitfe appeared not to h afve 
iifriwa 'it Ibdi a ftapte of peffcfilibti, 
V^ey tbuld not ^ffeft inSifferencej as they 
joined ifi the petition for averting the 
putiiftment of lirw ; nor conteal tfee in. 
tettft they had 4n the ^kd tidings of eter- 
tial hafppinefs. Th^y liftetied with pe- 
<wlrar xomplartncy to the acccnmt^ of 
him, who ** came ro preach <he gt)fpel 
** to the ;pootr' arid me topes of his fe- 
TDtir feetned to irra^di-ate with joy the 
bofotn of re^gnation, A female of ad- 
vanced Iffe, in whom all thefe emotiGns 
ti^ere dxfcernabfe, particnlatly arrefted 
Itty attention^ The paleb^fs of trer conn^ 
tenance, fpdke her wantof health, and 
the lines whfch forrow lifad traced in it, 
Accorded with the fable weeds <if widow- 
hood, which "(he wore, She appeared 
ready to faint from the fatigtte of long 
Ttanding, and made a modeft application 
tea perfon, who feemed'^to a6t -ais porter 
cSr thepews, for a'dmittfinee into one of 
them. To 'my aftomfhm^ent, Ihe met 
with a refufal ; nor did any one of the 
gofgeoufly Apparelled Chriftians who fat 
lorhem, appear to be any way concern* 
«d forher fixuation ; indeed/ihey all feeiu* 



( 4« ) 

ed to regard thoft who worfhij^ped Ood 
from the aide, as if they bad been beiiqgs 
of an inferior race. I was, however, well 
convinced, that Ghriftianlty. admits of 
no Aich diftindions; and fuppofing the 
Chriftian Lady who (at by me, though 
her eyes were roving to all parts of the 
temple, was, in reality, too much engaged 
in her devotions, to obferve wHat pafied, 
I took, the liberty of ading for her, and 
opening the door of the pew, invited 
the poor fick firanger to a leat. At that 
moment, the prieft was preferring a pe- 
tition, in favour of all " fatherlefs chil- 
*' dren, and widows, and all who av^ 
** de folate and &ppreffedj^ to which the 
j^reat Lady had juft uttered the refponfe 
of, " We befeech thee to hear us, good 
Lord !"— when obferving the poor wo- 
man by her fide, her face inftantly fluftied 
a deep crimfon:; rage and indignation 
darted from her eyes, and, telling the 
fainting ftranger, that " fhe )vas very 
*' impudent^ for daring to intrude herfelf 
" into her prefence," fhe turned her out 
into the aifle. I was weak enough, to be 
ihocked at the behaviour of this well- 
drefled votary of Chriftianity, Ah! 
thought I, can it be, that this woman 
Ihould be fo confcious of her fuperioritj^ 
in everything which conftitutes-diftinc- 
tion in the eye of the Omnipotejit^ as 4o 
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iconfider h^rjelf "wortby of fitih^ in his 
pri^€^ while (he fpurns from her own, 
the humble child of poverty^ aod afflic- 
tioai 

I have juft Feturoed fiom irijr £rft 
Tifit to.Do£lor Severao^^ibe gendeman 
io wfao(e attemioDs Orey has moil parti- 
CQlady fecommended txie ; nor could he, 
accordiog to the opinion of DelomondL, 
have done nie a n^ore eflential fervi^e. My 
accompUihed friepd, Whpwas, it feeips, 
the companion of fajs youthful iludies, 
lells ine, that at thecmiveriity, it appeared 
^videm that ^ he w^ born to be the oma* 
fiieQt of .Sjcieuce. Whilft other youi^ 
tnen i^i^re purfuing the gaudy phaotom 
of pleafur^ his. time iktl^ occupied in in* 
veftigating the Laws of Nature, in tear- 
ing the cboiceil fecrets from her relud* 
ant bofom, w^ in tracing her foot-fteps 
through the various pbaenomena of the 
material world. — Nor, continued Delo- 
mond, as we drove to this £entleman'*s 
houfe, is he lefs eAimable as a man, tbaa 
lefpefiable as a philofopben But, in- 
deed, the conneA^n between pbilofophy 
and virtue, is '^ fo natiural, that it is only 
their feparation that cau excite furprife; 
for is ix>t the very bafis of fcience, a 
lincere and dijinterefted love of truth? 
An enlarged view of things cannot fail 
to defhriDy the t^'^fXs of prejudice : and 
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White it s^umkefts /ill ^ mlod, tbe moft 

nt 'pK>motes/ mc^ ne^ftii%, a deiefta- 
tioa of every thing that is -mean or bade.*' 
^«jtl*thc» ftG|>)^^t tile dw>r4)f his 
friesd, ^n^ * Wej^ >erfheretf ioto afi 'a|iarr- 
in^t fu^oimle^ 'witk ftvel^v^f ^ ^boobs, 
*rtatfg«! in4)o ^^y food otder^ ^ei^ei^r 

"pied 'by iQUAiei'Otis bM SmpeA vdSsde, 
fome ^f ^tfsj e(dd ^^^heits df metal, 
kmt for what Xlfe I could tii6t peffitrly 
^otiiprthclfiLd. The jAildfophcfr iiinric^ 
atlefigth stppeared. AtaH^thin ibao, 4^ 
libottt fonyj^earsoF age, ^his drefsput joa 
4n a matmji^ ;pattkidafrly e^relds ; bit 
his "coiitit^tiai^ee, fo mild, s^ ferious ! 
it was the very peribmficattion of hen^- 
mty. Me appeared ^ejoic^ at ieelog 
Dielomood, Whi), if poffllUe, vms>exaUed 
ki my dfteem, -fey feeing the degree of 
eftiimtiiofi fa Which he -was hefld by the 
philofoiiher. Myfelf he received in th« 
fnpft gracioas maDber ; and, by |iis kind- 
nefs to me, he ^ve the molt convinc- 
ing pFOof of his regard for my friend 
Grey, o£ whorti, indeed, h« fpofce very 
hatKl&mely, -He. kifermed me, ^that 
L^dy <3rcy, widow to the brother of our 
friend, w^s then at her country refidence, 
bat that her brother, Sir Caprice Ardent, 
few whom I Jiad Ukewife a letter of iotro* 
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duAIoQ, was in London ; and added, 
that he fhould do bimlelf the pleJTure of 
accompanyiQg me to the houfe of this 
geotl^man, the day after to-morrow ; and 
hoped that I would come to sat my breaks 
fafi IV uh him^ before we went. You will 
fmile at the invitation*: and, no doubt, be 
furprifed to find this philbfopher, whom 
one would expe£l to Ibar above the prac- 
tices and notions of the vulgar, taking 
fuch a method of fliewing his hofpitality ; 
but it is a difficult thing to get the better of 
early prejudice ; nor^loes the generality of 
mankind in any country, enquire into the 
propriety of cuftoms, to which they have 
i3eeQ rendered familiar by ufe. Though 
to us it appears highly abfurd, as well as 
grofsly indelicate, to fee people looking 
vf each others' faces while they chew 
their food, and calling it fociabletolw^allow 
their morfel at the fame momejat ; it is 
poffible, that thefe . Europeans niay think 
our folitary manner of eating equally 
ridiculous ^ and if they abftain from cen- 
furing it, is it not a proof of their being 
more enlightened ? Often have I obferved 
to you, and often do I fee reafon to re- 
peat the obfervatioo, . that it is they only 
yjJio have conquered the force of prejudice in 
thernf elves ^ that can make any Allowance 
for the effeSs of it in others. 
Vol. II. . G 
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Coffee-boufes, fimilar to that deTciib- 
cd i»*one of my letters from Calcutta, 
are to be met with in every quarter of 
this city. Thofe I have here feen, are 
fchools of politics, reforted to by all wfeo 
take an intereft in public affairs;— a true 
and authentic ftateoient of which is daily 
printed pa large fheets of paper, and 
copies are, I am tokl, fent to every part 
of the iflafld. In the Coffee-houfes, tnefe 
are handed about from politician to poli- 
iician, and fuinifh matter foi- the general 
difcourfe. For my part, though poffeffed 
of a fufficient Ihare of cu^iofity, I did not 
care to l)e too forward in feeking to pry 
into the ftate afiairs of the country ; but 
bavixig accompanied Delomond, yefter^ 
day, into a ^neighbouring ' coffee-houfe, 

. and hearing a gentleman who fat m»x 
me, declare, that the paper he was then 
perufing, was indubitably publifbed un- 
der the immediate dire^ion of the Brit- 
ilh miniftcr, I could not rjeftrain my im- 
patience, to 'examine its contents — and 
the moment he laid it down, I eagerly 
flew to its perufal. 

It is impoffible to defcribe to you, the 
admiration with which the reading of 
this paper inipired me, for the talents 
aad virtues of this fapient noble, who 

* prefides in the fuprerae .councils of this 
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happy nation. So extcnfive ! (6 njul- 
lifarious I fo minute were ibc fubjefls of 
his cpncerfiS, tbat one contemplates with 
aftoniihment, tlie mind that is capable 
of pafpiiag fuch an infinity of objeds. 
In one paragraph^ iie reports to th^ 
nation, tne account of a viftory which 
their armies had obtained, or nearly ob* 
tawed over the forces of their Chrifliau 
enemies ; tells the number of the flain — 
of thofe who are .ftill fufieiing the agonies 
of pain, far from the foothing balm of 
afiiiiionl far from the healing confola- 
>tions of fjtendlhip !— To the families of 
fuch as are lo a iituation to afford the 
expenfive infignia of forrow, the names 
of their. fallen friends are announced; 
hut, to the poor, w-bo can only afford to 
wear mourning ip ihcir hearts, there is 
no neceility of giving fuch a particular, 
account of their friends; it is fuflBcient: 
for theni to know, that few, very few of 
them can ever again behold their native 
homes ! In the next paragraph, this puif* 
fant ftatefman informs the world of the 
fafe arrival in town of Sir Dapper Daw- 
dle, in his phaeton and four ; which, ancl 
many fimilar pieces of intelligence, are, / 
no doubt, givjen with the beneficent in- 
tention of informing the poor and wretch- 
ed, where they may find their benefadors; 
xhofe, who by their liberal and repeated 



( 52 ) 

• • • 

afls of charity, have obtained the hlejfing 
of iheWy whd are ready to peri/b. Nor is 
the nourifhment of the miod neglefted by 
this.wifeminifter; the public are inform- 
ed, in this newfpapcr, where fuch books 
are to be had, as are doubtlefs, beft calcu^ 
lated for their inftruftion. I have already 
told you, that the females of this place 
go themfelves into the fhops, in order to 
purchafe whaf they want : and, methink$, 
it is highly praife-worthy of this good fu- 
perintendant of the, kingdom, to point out 
to .the fair creatures, where they may lay 
out their mraey to the moft advantage. 
They are in one part, ftrongly aifurcd 
of the fuperior excellence of the goods 
at the Pigeons; in another, they are 
conjured to buy their ftockings at the 
Fleece ; their flioeS, their gloves, nay the 
very powder, with which they disfigure 
their beautiful hair, are all obje6ls of this 
good nobleman's tender anxiety ; iadeed, 
the proper decoration of their perfons, 
fecms to employ no inconfiderable por- 
tion of his attention ; there is no de- 
formity of the body, no difbrder of the 
Ikin, againft which they are not heie 
piovided with a remedy. Nor doth 
royal dignity itfelf, dildain to extend its 
cares to beaut itying and adoruing the 
female fubjev5\s of thefe realms. You 
will, perhaps, fmile, to hear of the royai 
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firman's being attached to the ladies' g?ir- : 
ters ? But ther^ is not a brufh for their 
nails, nor a foap for their hands, nor a 
powder for their teeth, nor wafh for their 
pretty faces, that is not as highly honour- 
ed. Alas ! how much are thcfe females 
indebted to a prince, who evinces fuch 
unequalled folicitude for the prcfcrvaiioa 
of their beauty*! . 

Nor doth the parental care of royalty 
for the welfare of the people Hop here ; 
their health is an obje<5l of peculiar con- 
cern J innumerable, are the l^ifts of medi- 
cines, of approved efficacy, which are 
here recommended 19 the public ; I rec- 
koned above fixty, that had received the 
royal fanflion,. fealed by the ro^aJ arms, 
and mentiohed hy royal authority ; , when 
we reflc^l, how many haufeoui dranglits^ 
the royal counfellors muft needs have tailed ;.. 
how many bitter pills, . they, doubtlefs, 
muft have fwallowed, before they could 
advife his Majefty on a fubjedl fo impor- 
tant ; we can fcarcely refrain from pitying 
the fituation of thofe, who fe high ftations 
ioipofe upon them the performance of fuch 
difagreeable duties ! !— I could furnifh you 
with further proofs of the tender care^of 
this government, for the ' health and hap. 
pineis of its fubjeds, but am obliged to 
leave off, on account of my vilit to Sir 
Caprice Ardent. 
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* I forget whether I informed you, that a 
ncceffary part of my cftablifliment, ia 
a carriage. A model of which, I have 
this momiDg parchafed for you, at what 
i^ called a toy-ihop, that you may ibrm 
feme ideal^f the manner in which the 
great are drawn abom the fireets of this 
chy. Numbers however, even of an ca* 
ahed rank, occalionally walk : nor is it 
thought any degradation, to make u{^ of 
tbeir own legs. I this morning met the 
lieir apparent of the throne, waHcbg on 
foot, in the very ftreet in which. I live ;. 
far from appearing in my eyes as iborn 
of hid dignity, by thus condefcendiog; 
to mingle witn his people, it £lied upoa 
it, in my opinion, a beam of additional 
luftre. Ah! what a tranfcendant degree 
of excellence rauft we fupjpofe thefe high- 
ly favoured Princes to poflefs, who, toge- 
ther with the dignified fentiments of their 
exalted rank, enjoy the advantages of that 
inftrudion, which is only to be obtained 
by commerce with the world ! The mir- 
ror of truth is fet before them, and, fure^ 
ly, they will never turn from it to vievir 
themfelyes through the diftorting medium 
of venal flattery, and deceitful adula* 
tion ! !— tBut, . to return from this digref^ 
fion ; I took up Dr. Severan, according to 
appointment, and proceeded with him 
to the houfe of the Baronet, w^hich is 
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fituated at the upper end cf a fliort ftreet, 
none of the buildings of which are yet 
conopleated ; they feem as if they were 
intended for boules df very different fizes 
and fhapes, and at p^efent have a very 
ftrange appearance ; hm, it- is impoflible 
to form any idea of what they may be, 
when finiflied. The entrance to the houfe 
of Sir Caprice, was ibmewhat obftru6lcd 
by heaps of rubbilh, occafioned, as we 
foon learned, by the deftru^ion of a row of 
pillars, of Grecian archit«Aurei<with which 
ibe hall had been originaUy graced* Thofe 
proud omanfia:]^t9, which during thefhort 
period of their eicahatioA^ bad heard the 
lofty roof which they fuftained, re-echo 
the voices of their flatterers, were on a 
iudden, difgraced, difmiSed, and hurled 
Keadlcmg to the ground ! Their fall was 
Hke that of the favouvites of Piinces, 
which fiiakes the throne they once ajf)- 
peared defined tafapport. A long train 
of dependants were Involved in the 
mighty ruin, and it was not without fon>e 
degree of danger, that, following the fer- 
vant, we fcranibled through this fcene 
of defolation, to the apart n>€nt of Sir 
Caprice, whom we found leated at a large 
table, on which an innumeirabk quan- 
tity of plans, maps, models of buildings, 
and other various ornaments, were heap*. 
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ed. After leading the letter I hstd 
brought him, congratalaiing me on my 
arrival in Englaud, and enquiring after 
tlie, health of Mr. Grey, he turned to 
Doftor Severan, and expreffed, in ftrong 
lerms, the particular plcafure he at chat 
laomeot felt iu feeing him.;—** I know 
you are a man of tafte/^ cried he, " and 
ihall be wonderfully happy to have your 
advice on the plan of a ncW buildings 
which I intend ftiall be fomethinjj very • 
extraordinary. Here it is," crontinued • 
I>e, holding up a fmall model; " here, 
you fee, I have contrived to unite all the 
orders of architefture in regular grad ac- 
tion; here, you will pleafe to obferve/. 
that the bafis is truly Gothic ; above that,, 
obferve the Tufcan ; above that, the 
Compoike, the Corinthian; the Doric,' 
the Ionic—- all placed as thiey never were 
placed before! Still, however, the top- 
is unfinifhed ; fer that I have had many 
plans; but, that which pleafes me beft, 
is, the idea of crowning the whole with 
a Cbinefe temple; is it not a good 
thought, eh? Perhaps this gentleinan, 
could furnilh me with a bint. Pray Sir,'* 
turning to me, " has the Empeior of 
China, done any thing new in this way, 
of late?" The philofopher, perceiving 
my confufion, reminded this noble build- 
er, that I was fiom Bengal, and had never 
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been in Chma in my life. " From Bengal ? 
Ay^/^Yy I had forgot ; a Hindoo is he ? 
well, well J perhaps, then, he could give 
me a plan of a Mofque, a Minaret, or 
fome fuch thing, it would oblige me ex- 
tremely, as it would befomething quite 
new, and uncommon/' Perceiving that 
he waited my anfwer, I told him, that I 
certainly have had many opportunities of 
feeing Mofques, fome of the moft ftately 
of which, were built . from, the ruins of 
our ancient temples, pariiculaily that at 
Benares, the Minarets of which were 
efteemed eminently beautiful ; but, that, 
as I had never been in one, I was alto- 
gether unqualified . to give an accurate 
defcripiion of them. ** Did not trouble 
church mach, , I fuppofe. Sir ?" rejoined 
he, with an arch fmile. " Good heaven!" 
cried Severan, " do you not know, that 
a Mofque is a Mahommedan place of 
worfhip, and have I not already told you, 
that this gentleman is a Hindoo ?" — ** Ay^ 
ay, I had forgot, he is a heathen. So much 
the better'; I (hall love him, if he hates 
all priefts, and prieft-ridden. fools ; I never 
knew any good come of either.'' So 
faying, he offered me his hand, and Ihook 
mme, in a moft cordial manner. He 
then renewed his folicitations for. the 
opinion of Severan, in regard to the 
manner in which he ihould finifli his 

C5 
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projefled building* (a building for which 
he had not yet fixed upon a fituation) ; ifbe 
philofopher duded any further diSeriati^ns 
on the fubjefi, with great dexteritv, ai^l 
finally prevailed upon him to iiitroauce us 
to the apartment of his Lady. 

We found Lady Ardent, and her 
eldeft daughter, in the apartment called 
the drawing room. They were pre- 
pared lo go out, and had their carriage 
waiting for them at the door; but,, on 
our entrance, politely refumed their feats. 
The countenance oi neither of thefe la- 
dies, exhibited one fingle line, that could 
lead to the dev elopement of their, charac- 
ters ; all was placid imiformity, and un- 
Ipeakwg regohrny of feature. Surely, faid 
I to myfelf, thefe wotnen muft have arriv- 
ed at the very zenith of perfeftiori ! How 
efieftually muft every paffion have been 
fubdued under the glorious empire of 
reafoo, before they could have- attained 
ibch inexprefiive indifference? It is true, 
that in their eyes, the fparkling chub- 

* ExplanatjoT^sof the terms of ArchUe^ure. &c. 
'lioujo^h very neceiTary to th« Wends of th« Kajab, 
it was thought, v:ould be rather tirefome to the 

Kn^liih reader; i hey are therefore omitted by the 
Tranflaror, who has frequently been obliged* to talie 
libenie* of the fame nature. 
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dar * of intelle^^' doth not proclaim bis. 
mafter's prefence-^but the apathy which 
fits upon their foreheads, fpcaks in plain 
language, their comempt of the world 
and its vanities. With therri,.as with the 
beloved of Kriihca, pain and pleafure 
are as one ! The modefty of female bafti- 
fi^lnefs^ fealed the lips oi the young lady, 
bat her mother enquired after my friend 
Grey, if not with afieftion, at leaft with 
muth politenefs. She treated me (as 
Iwastoldby JDoflor Severan) - with an 
uncommon aegree of atteniipn. She 
gave me a (lip of ftiff paper, on which 
was marked the tenth day of the next 
month, which, I was informed by my 
friend, was an invitation to a rout; that 
18 to fay, an entertainment, where a vaft 
number of rational, wife, and well-in- 
formed votaries of immortality, meet^o- 
gether, not to converfe, but to look at 
each other,^ and to turn over the bits of 
pointed paper, called cards ! After re- 
ceiving this mark of her Ladyfhip's at* 
tention, we took our leave, and retired. 

I was curious to know fome further 
particulars of a family, whofe manners 
appeared to me fo peculiar ; and DoSor, 
Severan, whomi have the happinefs of 

* The fervant whote bufincfs it is ta proclaim 
the titles of any great perfonage. 
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feeing every day, has 'bad the goodnels ' 
amply to gratify my curiofity. He be- 
, gau with bbferving, that " to thofe who 
take fileafure la inveftigating the phseno- 
mena that fall under their obfervatiotr, 
either mental or material, it is not fuf- 
ficient to fay that things are fo, they 
niuft develope the caufes in which xhey 
have originated. As there are few fub- 
frances found in a natural ftate, whofe 
conftitucnt parts cannot be feparatcd from 
each other, by the methods ufcd in che- 
miftr}', fo there are few predominant 
difpofuionsof the mind, which may not 
be annalized, and traced through their 
oiigin and progrefs by any one who will 
^\\e himfelf the trouble to purfue the 
neceffary procefs. 

" This inveftigation, if accurately fol- 
lowed," continued my fiiend, " will inva- 
.1 iably lead us to the ear/y education of the 
objeft of it. In it we will cr)mni6rJy 
find an explanation of the' manner iu 
which the peculiar combination of ideas 
that ultimaicly forms charafler, has been 
produced ; to it, therefore, we muft al- 
ways recur in our annalization of the pro- 
penfities andconduft of any individual. 

" The father of Sir Caprice, was three 
times rnarried. — His firll wife, who wa^ 
the heiixjfs of a wealthy family, died 
ibon after the birth of a daughter,- in 



ivhotn, the fprtunes of her family are at 
prefent centered. — His fecond wife, the 
mother of Sir Caprice, brought him no 
other dower befides beauty, and good 
temper. Her premiature death, over- 
whelmed him in afflidlion; but, happily, 
juft as he was erefling a monument to 
her memory, in the infcriptidn of which, 
he gkve notice to the world, that his af- 
fe£lions were for ever buried in her 
tomb, a eonfoling angel appeared to 
comfort him, in the fliape of Lady Ca- * 
roline Beaumont. 

" This Lady, who brought him only 
one daughter, proved an excellent wife, 
and would have been one of the befl of 
mothers to his children, but for a certain 
timidity of temper which reftraiued her 
from exerting authority over the chil- 
dren of another. From her, therefore, 
they met with unlimited indulgence, 
that moft powerful inflarner of the paf- 
fions, in whofe high temperaturje, for- 
titude is lod, and felfiflinefs, arrogance, 
and pride, are infeparably united. 

** Their father having a diflite to pub- 
lie fchcols, and refolving that his daugh- 
ter (hould fhare the advantages of a 
claffical education with his fon, provided 
them with a nutor at home— thq re- 
verend Mr. Ergo. Well do I remem- 
ber him. He afterw-ards got the living - 
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of qar parifb, and ufed to Huff his ier« 
moos with Greek and Hebrew, in iuch 
a manner as to make the poor people 
flare at the depth of his knowledge. la 
truth he was a moil profoltod Imguift; 
a* complete walking vocabulary i — but 
of every virtue . that dilates the heart, of 
evfry fcience that expands^ the foul, 
while it enlarges the underllanding^ he 
was completely ignorant. The higheft 
idea he could K>rm of the efforts of hu- 
man intelledj was confined to ^m accu* 
rate knowledge of nouns^ verbs, cafes, 
and tenfes; and, to commit thefe to the 
memory of his pupils, was the chief ob- 
je£l pf biis folicitude. Unqualified to fix 
the generous principle in the duAile 
bpfom, he attended not to the develope- 
ment of mind, but on the contrary, ex* 
toted as marks of genius, the early whims 
and caprices of his pupil, which were, in 
reality, the ebullitions of aix unregulated 
imagination. 

" It is, perhaps, to this want of judg- 
nlent in the tutor, that tbe extraordinary 
degree of ardour and unfteadinefs, which 
has diftinguifhed the Baronet, may, in 
fome degree, be attributed. A recital of 
the various aqd oppofite purfuiis, in 
which he has been at difierent times en- 
gaged, will be the beft illudration I can 
give you of his charafler, which is fuch 
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an' one, as I fuppefe, your Eaftcrn world 
has Dcv€r product. He is, however, 
bj no roeass, antmiqueio this part of the 
work! ; where theltbertj of committing, 
every foHy that fuggefts itfelf to the 
faticy, is confidered fts the moil glorious 
privilege. 

" The ardour of Sir Caprice^s mind,** 
continued my friend, " was, for the firft 
Wo year's after his father^'s death, ex- 
pended upon running horfes ; at length, 
finding himfetT taken in bv his compeers 
of the turf, cheated by his grooms, and 
moft frequently diftanced at the poft^ 
he fold his racers, and forefwore New- 
market for ever.'^ 

Here I was obfiged^to beg an ezpla* 
nation from the philofopher, and found, 
that it is enfferoary for the great men in 
this kingd'on>y in their exertion of the 
privilege hinted at above, to expend im- 
menfe fums of money on a very beauti- 
ful, though ufelcfs, fpeciies of horfes. 
Thefe animals are, however doomed to 
experience the effeflis oT the capricious 
humours of their maffers. At one time, 
they are confider^d as the dearcft friends, 
and moft loved companions of their lords, 
wno are never fo happy, as when in 
the apartments of their four-leggcd fa- 
vourites. While this fit of fondnefs lafts, 
they are attended by numerous fervants. 



( 64 ) 

vvho, takiog confequence from the dig* 
nity of their employment, are at onc^ 
the moft infolent, and moil rapacious of 
the domeftic tribe. Some of thefe are 
emplo}^d in rubbing the ikins of the 
horfcs into a beautiml polifti,, while o- 
thers ferve them with the choiceft food. 
Nay, fo far does their care extend, that, * 
as if the clothing of nature were not 
fufficient, they provide them with wool- 
len garments which completely cover 
their whole bodies. Will not Maandaara 
think that the truth hath forfaken his . 
friend, when I fay, that the tormenting of 
thefe unfortunate favourites, forms one 
of the chief araufements of the Engliih 
nobility? But, fo it isj— at certain ap- 
pointed periods, they are brought out ; 
m the midft of a concourfe of fpeSators, 
Aripped of their line clothing, and forced 
to gallop round a certain piece of ground 
full fpeed, while for the amufement 
of their cruel maftcrs they are whip* 
ped, and even goaded by Iharp iuftra- 
ments of fteel, until the blood flows in 
ftreams, from their lacerated bodies, 
and this is called fport !— But, to return 
to Sir Caprice Ardent. If I rightly re- 
member, the next purfuit upon which, 
according to Dodlor Severan's account, 
he employed the vigour of his mind, 
was Hunting. Here are no Jungles in 
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which to purfae the ferocious ^tyrants of 
the foreft. Here, coorage is not called 
forth in the attack of the wild Elephant^ 
or the roJtrir>g -Lion. • Nor is adtivity 
and ^atchfulnefs neceffary, to. guard- 
againft the fudden fpring of the carnage- 
loying Tyger. The purfuit of a fmall 
anitnal called a Foar, employs the vi- 
gour of the Enfflifli hunters. The mif- 
chief, which the philofopher informed 
me, was done by Sir Caprice, and his 
friends, in purfuit of this little animal, 
I confefs, appeared to me altogether 
unaccountable. 'He mentioned their hav- 
ing fpoiled fifteen farms, by breaking 
down the fences, and that a young 
wood, of great extent, which had been 
planted by his father, was by the advice 
of one of^ the compaqions of Sir Caprice, 
in order to give free fcope to the magna- 
nimous purfuers of the red fugitive, 
buraed to the ground. Another confe- 
quence of this diverfion, was, to me, 
equally incomprehenfible. Notwithftand- 
ing thd coldnefs of the climate, it 
feems to be produftive of the mofl 
aftonifliing degree of thirft. The fum 
of money, which according to the cal- 
culation of Dodor Severan, was expend- 
ed by Sir Caprice, on the wine gulped 
down by his companicKis of the chace, 
Hvould, if it had been employed in im- 
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proving the uocultivatecl parts of bU 
eftate^ have been fufficieat to have made 
the barren wildernefs, a garden of de- 
lights. 

" Next to himting>'' faid DoSor Se- 
veran, " fucceeded the love of equi- 
page, and fine clothes. It wasno^v'the 
ambition of the Baronet's heart, to attradi 
the attention of the Ladies. His ambiti- 
on was, perhaps, in no .other purfuit of 
his life, fo fully gratified. Wherever he 
appeared,' his exqniiite tafie was tfae 
objeA of unbounded admiration. 

** To have a wife, whofc beauty would 
juftify the* opinion entertained of bis tafte, 
and who would llkewife give himanew^ 
opportunity of difplaying it, in the choice 
of female ornaments* now engroff^d hi» 
cares. Such a <xie> he foon mfiet with* 
You have feen his Lady. Sie is what 
js commonly called, (>//^ oftk$leJlofwQ^ 
men. To an evennefe of temper, flow- 
ing from infenfibility, Ibe adds a ftricSl 
obfervaoce of all the rules of politenefa 
and good breeding, taught by tliat fort 
of education given at modern boarding- 
fchools ; which being directed to tjnef- 
fential forms, and ufelefs adcompUfti- 
ments, renders the charafter cold and 
artificial. Though incapable of gene- 
rous friendfhip, of heart warming af- 
feftion, (he is never deficient ia the 
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espteroal ccremooUJs o£ rel^^e^^ «Qd 
though fhe mycr 4id a kind or good- 
natqred thing la W life, the low tem- 
perature of hex paffioQs, affifis her in pre- 
ierving that reiemblaQce of placidity, 
often very improperly, called fweetmfsy 
which at all ti£Qe$ af^ars ia hercouo- 
lenaoce. 

. '* With a bett^ undevftandiDg, ^ ihe 
inifiht, perhaps, have dire^ed the efler- 
veicence of her hulbaod^s difpofition to 
lope ufe&l pui:pofe^ and reftrainfd it 
within the timlta of co^io^on kpk* A% 
it is, ihe contcma hejtfelf, i^ 1:^ th^ afiiil^^ 
^qce ci^ UitU cuwisig, m which wQ»en 
of this.dafti of ioC€lW£^ arc ncveir defi- 
cient, flie can work but any littl$ «pd, to 
which her liitie feU& mmA inclinca her. 

^ It would be loo tediou$,^ coptipued 
5ev«ran, '* to follow the Baioaet through 
all the various whims and Sincies, ia 
which his reftlefs fpirits have difcharged 
themfelves. 

" The only period in which I ever 
knew reading to occupy ipuch of his 
time, was, foon after his marriage, when 
he. took tofiudylng books of education; 
and had a6lualiy from thefe compofed 
a Treatife, for the inftrudiion of his ex- 
peiSled heir ; which however, was forgot 
before the child had learned to fpeak, for 
then he had turned improver^ 
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*' It w^s thea, that the fine grove of 
oaks and chefauts, the maiTy richnels 
pf whofe foliage, ferved equally to fltel- 
tcr and ^dora his ftately manfion, was 
levelled to the ground : and every fpot 
within fight of the windows, metanaor- 
phofed into a * dry fmooth-fhaven green,' 
awkwardly fprinkled with Jcnarled fap- 
plings, and ill -formed chimps of fhruo- 
b^ry. How far this fpirit of improve^ 
ment might have led htm, it is impoffi- 
ble to conjetflare, for -it was ftill at 
its height, • when a pictec of filvei ore, 
found'by one of the workmen, in digging 
a canal, intended to meander through ' 
the grounds, gave a new objed to his ever ' 
ardent mind. 

" For three fleeplefs nights, his fancy 
levelled in all the riches of Peru. Miners 
were brought from various parts of the 
kingdom, and the greateft encourage- 
ment ofiered to thofe who fhould be 
fuccefsful in difcovering the vein, of the 
exiftence of which he could not enter- 
tain a doubt. Huge ^excavations were 
made in various direflions; all begun in 
hope, and ending in difappointment ; the 
miners, ftriilly followed the ufual exam- 
ple of our Britifli minifters of ftate ; who, 
when they have plunged the nation into 
an unneceffary and linfuccefsfut war, take 
care, when the account of defeat comes * 
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from one quarter, toamufe Ae attentiou 
of tbe public, wkh the profpeft of bettei: 
fuccefs ID another ; and Sir Caprice, like 
the honeft Britilh peopl? was too willing 
to be deceived, to fuffer himfelf to di(^ 
cover the trick. At length, finding his 
miners grow rich, in proportion as he 
grew poor J his patience became entirely 
exhaufted; and with many execrations on 
their knavery, and his own folly, he fud- 
dedly difmiffed them all, and fet himfelf 
diligently to repair the devaftations they 
had committed on the face of his eftate. 
It was this circumftance, which, perhaps, 
turned bis thoughts to agriculture, which, 
as he contrived to manage it, was as un- 
produ6iiv« a folly, as. any in which he 
has ever yet engaged. With fuch avi* 
dity, however, did he enter into it, that 
I well remeniber him walking about 
the fields, with a filver fpoon in his hand, 
to tafte the difierent compofts, into the 
fpecific qualities of which, he thought it 
neceffary to examine; and, ignorant of 
chemica4 procefe, he ti-ufted to hjs palate, 
for a difcoveiy of the acids or alkalis 
they contained. It would feem, that, in 
this particular, it, had proved a deceitful 
guide;— for, notwithftanding his delicacy 
of tafj^e, and although he had laid out his 
fields in the beft method, that the beft 
(theoretical writers had pointed out, he 
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had the word crc^s that were koown in 
the couatry ; be was> at length, cooteilted 
to replace the old tenams m ibeir far ms l 
and finding his eftate eODfidet-ably incutn- 
bered, by his various fcheozes of foituoe- 
making (avarice haviisg cow become 
the pswSoQ which chaedy predocBiB&ied 
io his heart) he relolved for a kw years, 
to try the ecoQomicai plaa of traveiikig. 
He accordingly fet out for the conti&eist, 
with his Lady, leavii:^ his eldeft daugh* 
ter at the moft fafhiooable boardiog- 
fcbool in London ; his feco^d, who had 
been adopted from the hour of her birth 
by his fiiler, Mifs Ardem^ remained 
w^itb her ; and the youngeft, had the hap- 
pinefs of being received tinder the roof 
of her excellent Aunt, Lady Grey. 

^^ Sir Caprice Ardent and his Lady re- 
mained abroad for fix years, in the 
courfe of which period, his Lady brought 
him three fons ; only one of whom fu*-- 
vives ; a poor puny boy, fo completely 
fpoileA by indulgence^- that there is no 
bearing his petulance ainl prate. Duriag 
the tefidence of our Baronet in Italy^ he 
gave fufficient proofs to bis friends, that 
the change of atmpfphere, had no eflciS 
on the temperament of his mind. An- 
tiques, Mufic, Piftures, Statues, Intag- 
lios, and even Butterflies, were, in their 
turns, the exclufive objeds of his atteii- 
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don. The death of arelatton^ who be* 
<)cieathed him a large legacy, bco.ugbt him 
at length back to his coiiatry, juft as ^ 
lage for building had begun to occuppjr 
bis mind. With its efie^ls, you are fuffi- 
cimtly acquainted; and you will, proba- 
bly before the conclufion of the futnmef, 
fee it givt place to foaie other abfurdity, 
which will be entered on with equal 
ikill, and ultimately abandoned with equal 
J&cility.*' 

Alas ! cried I , I find, that folly is a 
jflant which flpurifties in every climate ; 
it only differs in the cpiouring. But if 
it is not intruding tvio far upon your 
time and patience, I fhould be glad ' td 
inow, what hue it affumcd in the Young 
Lady who was educated by the fame 
itutor. 

My friend willingly gratified my cu- 
ariofity^ and thus proceeded : 

" To the eldeft fifter of Sir Caprice, 
who inherited from nature a (Ironger in- 
telleft, and quicker jjcrception than her 
brother, the tuition of DoAor Ergo was 
attended with more beneficial confe- 
quences. The ancient authors, whofe 
works were by him put into her hands, 
merely asexercifes in the dead languages; 
attraSed her attention. She acquired a 
lafle for their beauties, and ibcn be- 



came fo addi£led to r^adiug, as at an 
early, period of life, rendered hermiftrels 
of^au ext«nfive degree of information^ 
But, alas! it is not merely. a knowledge 
of the fads contained in hiftpry, nor a 
reliih for the beauties of poetic imagery, 
Dor a fuperficial acquaintance with any 
branch of fcience, that can efie^lually 
expand the powers of the human mind. 
For that great end, the judgment muft 
be qualified to apply them to ufeful pur- 
pofes. It was this deficiency, wliich 
led Mifs Ardent, to value her accidental 
attainments at fo high a rate, as to make 
herdefpife not only the weaknefles, but 
even the domeftic virtues of her own fex* 
Their occupations and amufements, ftie 
treated with the utraoft contempt ; and 
thought that in ihis^ contempt, ftie gave 
the fureft proof of the fuperiority ofber 
own mafcutine underjlanding. 

From her mind, though the particles of 
vanity were not expelled, they affumed a 
new lorra — inftead of the attention to ex- 
ternal beauty, feminine graces, and ele- 
gant manners, the vanity of Mifs Ardent 
appeared inan afieftation of originality of 
fentiment and intrepid fingularity of xou- 
du£t. In fupportof this charader, (he al- 
together lofe fight of her own, which is 
naturally gentle an^ benevolent ; and en- 
forces her opinion in fo cfiftatorial a man- 
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m, as renders her equally the objeil of 
dread and diflike to the geaerofity of her 
acquaintance. And, indeed, it muft be 
acknowledged, that this accompliftied 
woman, in her eagemeis to difplay the 
ftrengih of her mind, too ofte^ lays afide 
that outer robe of delicacy, which is not 
only the ornament, but the armour of 
female virtue; and that Ih^ never at- 
tempts to (hine, without exciting the 
alternate emotions of admiration and 
difguft," Good heavens, exclaimed I\ 
and is this the confequence of female 
learning? is the mind of women rea//y 
formed of fiich weak materials; that as 
foon as it emerges from ignorance, it 
muft neceflarily become intoxicated with 
the fomes of vanity and conceit ? •* And, 
did your highnefs i}ever fee a male 
pedant ?'* replied the philofoph^r. " !Did 
you never behold a man deftitute of 
early education, and confined to the fo- 
ciety of ignorant and illiterate people, 
who had by fome chance, acquired a 
knowledge of books; and did he not 
appear a« proud of his fuperior infor- 
mation, asridiculouflyvain, as arrogant, 
as oftentatious, and conceited, as any 
learned lady that ever lived ? or, if a,- , 
more; phlegmatic temper prevented the 
effervcfcencc of vanity from difplaying' 
itfelf in the fame manner, it is' ten to 
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oqe^ that be was ftill more iofufierable 
by hi3 dogmatic pedanty and fuperciliour- 
&efs. The reafon why fuch chara£lers 
are not fo frequently to be met wiih 
amoDgft men, is, that (in this country zt 
leafl) the education o^ boys is, in fome 
degree, calculated to open, and gradually ^ 
to prepare the mind forithe reception of 
knowledge ; that of girls, on the' <fcHitra* 
ry, is from their very cradles, inimjcal to 
the cultivation of any one rational idea. 

In thfi cbental as id the material ivorld^ 
,fiaiilar caufes will ever produce fimilax 
effeds ; let the combination of ideas be 
attended to from the earlieft period oC 
life; let the mind be early taught to 
think ; taught, to form a juft -eiUmate of 
the objedls^ within the veach of it« ob- 
fervation ; and appreciating every thiog 
by its ufefulneis, led lo fee, . that genius 
is lefs valuable than w/«^, and that the 
knowledge of every fcience, and the at- 
tatament of every accompliihrnent, {mks 
into iufigniiicance, when ccmpared ta 
the UDiform performance of any knoiva 
duty. Will the .mind, whether it be- 
longs to male Or female^ that is thus 
prepared, be elated into arrogance, by 
liarniug the opinions of ihe people of 
different ages, even though taught to 
read theai in the language in which they 
were originally written ? will it become 
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kC$ XQodeft, lefs amiable, kfs engagiag^ 
for hnviog been enlarged by this e^ttent 9f 
ioftrmation ; or will it be lefs Quali£od 
£)r the performance of fociat dutto^; ImIu 
caufe it bus been freed from the prc^^ktes 
of igboraoce, and taught to fill its pi^ce 
ia the feale of ratioQal beings ? Surety, 
no; I n^ed only mention the pame df 
Laty.Grcjr to give the fiilleft proof of 
the ju. aeia (^ my afiertion. This young* 
er filler of the Ardent's, had, under the 
care of a , mother, eminently qualified 
for the talk, the advantage of juft fucb 
an education as I have defcrioed; but 
though^ to alt the underftanding and ac«« 
eompli&ments of her fitter, Ihe adds that 
brilliancy of imaffination, of which the 
value is fo apt to be over eftimated by it« 
poffefibrs, (he is neither vain, oftentati-* 
ims, nor alTuming. Accuftomed to com* 
pare her a&ions^ nbt ^ith the trifler^ ^ a« 
rouod her, but with the pure fiandard of 
Chriftiaa excellence, her virtues are all 
gemiine.' For inftance, the quality of 
gentlcneis, which, in women, is feldom 
more than a paffive tamenefs of fpirit, 
that yields without ftruggling to the 
eacroachments of the turbulent and un«> 
worthy, is, in her, the fpontaneops oflC- 
fpring erf true humility ; it is the tran. 
fcript of that wifdom which is fit^m 
above, pure and f^aceable, and lovlip 
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•— Modefty is not in her the afKrdation 
of fqueamifli delicacy — it is the purity of 
the heart. Maternal fondne&Xand never 
was the heart of a mother more tenderly 
afiedlionatej is, like every other afie£ti- 
on of her fool, put under the controul 
of reafon. The blind indulgence, which 
1vK)uld be preiudicial to the real inte- 
refts of its objeft, is, by her, confider* 
ed as a fel&fh gratification, not to be en- 
joyed, but at the expence of the future 
happinefs of her child ; it is therefore 
wifely reftrained, though fometimes at the 
expcnce of prefent feeling. Such ten- 
demefs, directed by fuch Wifdoro, is the 
neareft poflible imitation of the moft ami- 
able attributes of the divinity! — And 
who would put fuch a woman as this, 
in comparifon with the moft beautiful 
piece of infipid ignorance, that ev-er 
opened its eyes upon the world ? Is there 
a man who would pre&r the vapid chat- 
ter of a pretty ideot, to the con verfation of 
fiich a woman? So good ! fo Wife! fo- 
beautiful ! Yes, my noble Rajah, ihe is 
ftill beautiful ! though her eyes have 
loil fomewhat of that lufire, which, but 
a few* years ago, was the admiration of 
all beholders, they ftill beam with anima- 
tion and fcufibiHty.'* Ah ! my friend, 
ctied I, you need fay little to perfuade 
me of her beauty ; tnfe accompljfhments 
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k)kd virtues of an ugly woman, can make 
little imprelGoa even on the mind of a 
pbilofopher. — My friend coloured,, but 
before he could reply, a loud explofion 
from the farther end of the room, burft 
upon our ears^and filled us with momen- 
tary terror. In difcourfing on Lady Grey, 
my friend had forgotten the neceffary 
management of a retort, which, for v/ant 
of his attention, burft in pieces. I know 
not what wire its contents, but they fent 
forth fuch^faffocating effluvia, as, had I 
not been reflrained by politenefs, would 
quickly have driven me from the room. 

When the fmoke which followed the 
cfxplofion, was fomewhat diflipated, I ob- 
ferved my friend, ftanding in a melan- 
choly pofture, with clafpcd hands, and 
fixed eyes, ruminating on the misfortune 
that had befallen him. A courfe of ex- 
periments, the labour of many weeks. 
Were by this unhappy accident, rendered 
abortive ; it was a Ibbjeft that could not 
immediately admit of confolation. I 
therefore, for fome time, preferved the 
flrifteft filence. Juft as I was about to 
open my lips with the voice of fympathy, 
the philofopher, who had crever lifted 
bis eyes from the remains of the broken 
velfel, fuddenly clapping his hands to- 
gether^ exclaimed in a tranfport of ec- 
imcy, " I fee it ! I fee it! Heavens! 
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S^tiata iJifcoTery J-«-~-Never was there fi> 
ft)rtunate an iccideiu ?'' I was at firft 
if^naewhat a&aid that my friend's fenfes 
4)ad xecdved a ihock from this alarming 
iccident ; but was happily relieved from 
my appreheaiioDS, on being informed, 
riut th« appearances which the matter, 
^Dtaliied in the retort, had affqmed 011 
its-explofon, gave a hint to the philofb- 
ipbiSr^ for the explanation of fbme phseno* 
mena hitherto unaccounted for. la a 
fnon>€ti, that fine countenance (and 
jaever did Brabma beftow upoiiahun:aQ 
loul, an 1!t]cie3( fo intelligible) wJiich bad 
beee fo lately Oiaded by the cloud of 
defpondency, was brigbtwed by the 
emanation^ of y>j^ and irradiated by the 
fmile of exultation and delight* I waa- 
not fufEciently initiated in fcience, to be 
able to appreciate the value of the dif« 
covery, which gave fuch ecftatic pleafui^ 
to the mind of the philofopher ; but con* 
templated with rapture, the wifdom of the 
immortal Spirit, who when he fpread the 
volume of Nature before his rational off* 
fpring, pafied this unalterable decree: 
** That to the mind, devoted to its pe- 
rufal^ the carrofive puflicn^ ih6uld be 
unknown. Tti^at it fliould have power 
to aifuage the tumults of the foul ; to fof* 
ter the emotions of virtue ; and to pro* 
duce a fpecies of enjoyment, peculiarly its 
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own r — Such, O! Maandaara! fuch are 
the advantages of fcience ! I 

According to appointment, I went, a 
few evenings ago to Lady Ardent*s rout. 
Dodlor Severan had the goodnefs to ac- 
company me ; a piece of condefcenfion, 
which, now* that I know what Iprt of a 
thing a rout is, I cannot but coouder as a 
Very diftinguifhed compliment. 

A rout is a fpecies of penance, of which 
the pious Yogees of Hindooftan never 
conceived an idea ; if thefe people were 
not the profcflbrs of a religion which pro- 
hibits the worihip of the mferior deities, 
I (hould fay, it was a facrifice to the God- 
defs of Fafhion ; a facrifice not of the 
joint of a finger, or a toe, as we are here 
told it is the cuftom to prefent to that 
Goddefs in fome nev/ly difcovered coun* 
tries *, but of every faculty of the foul, 
that diAinguiihes the rational from the 
brute creation. Thefe remain during 
the ceremony of the rout, in an abfolute 
ftate of fufpenfion. You may imagine, my 
dear Maandaara, what a facrifice this 
mull be — to people poffeffed of fo much 
wifdom, and who are fo eminently qua- 

* It is fuppofed by the Tranflator, that ihe Ra- 
jah here alludes to a cuftom faid to be |>ra^fed m 
Oiaheite« See Cook'r "^/ojages. 
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lified for the pleafures of cooverfaiion. 
What a facrifice ! to be deprived of the 
iaterchaoge of ideas, of every communi* 
cation of feotimeDt^ and every advantage 
of underftaDdiog, and to be doomed to 
iit ilif&ing in a crowded room, during 
the length of an evening, with no other 
employment, than that of turning over 
little bits of painted paper ! 

It is not furprifing, that in fuch cir- 
cnmflances the countenances of thefe 
votaries of fjifhion, fliould fo frequently 
be diftinguilhed by the infipid ftare of 
vacancy, or the lowering frowns of diC 
content. For my part, I could not help 
pitying them from my very foul ; I wais 
particularly concerned for A group of 
young females, who were placed dn a 
fopha in a corner of the room, and who, 
inftead of cards, held each m their hand 
a fmall fen, which they from time to 
time opened, and again ihut in a very 
melancholy manner. As I contemplated 
their fituation, with much compafficxi, 
virondering, whether filence had afiually 
been impofed upon them, as one of the 
duties of the ceremony, my feelings 
were effectually relieved by the entrance 
of three effeminate-looking youths, drefl"- 
ed in the military habit, whofe pale-faces 
and puny figures, rendered it a matter of 
doubt, to which fex they adually be- 
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^ODged, till one of them being faluted 
Lordy relieved me froml the dilemma. 
Whether there was ^ny thing exhilarating 
in the perfiimes which thefe Saibs had 
plentifully bellowed upon their perfons, 
I know not ; but their appearance leem- 
ed to fpread a, fudden ray of animation 
over the dejeded Bibbys who in a mo- 
ment began *to fpeak to each other with 
wonderful loquacity ; the fans were open- 
ed and ftiut, with encrcafing celerity.. 
The Chouries upon their heads, were 
with one confent put into motion, 
waving liko the graceful plumage of the 
Auney *, when it carries the meffages of 
Camdeo ; and • their eyes, which had 
hitherto rolled with languid vacuity, from 
V one head-drefs to another, now turned 
their glances towards that part of the 
room, where the lady-like, gentlemen 
fiood. Two of thefe heroes, with a 
degree of fortitude, to which many moie 
gallant-looking men w^ould have been 
unequal, turning their backs upon the 
fair creatures, who fo fweetly folicited 
their attention; fat down at a card-table, 
each placing himielf oppoiite to a wrin- 
kled Bibby, old enough lo be his grand- 
mother. The young Lord, either poffef- 

* A fabulous bird, frequent!/ mentioned b/ the 
Poets of India, as the ambaifador of love. 
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fing lefe refoIutioQ than his companions, 
or not confidering this fort of penance 
neceifary for the good of his foul, joined 
himfelf to the ian-playing party of the 
young ladies.— Dulnefs and melancholy^ 
vani&ed at his jipproach ; every word he 
uttered, produced a iimper on the pretty 
iaces of his female audience ; the iimper^ 
at length, encreafed into a tittering laugh. 
Obferving' that they call their eyes to 
the oppofite iide of the apartment, I 
judged it was fome objeft ^ placed there 
that < xcited their rifibility ; following the 
direflion of their glances, I perceived a 
Lady with a remarkable pleafant coun- 
tenance, who had indeed no chourie upon 
her head, and who was in every particu- 
lar lefs disfigured by drefe, than any othcF 
peifon ill the room. I was pondering in 
my own mind, bow this modeft and un- 
atfuraiog perfonage, could excite the rifi- 
bility of the fair group, when a lady 
'who had for fome time fifK>d nea^ them, 
apparently engaged in over-looking a 
card-table, turned round, and addreifed 
. them in--the-ibllowing mariner : " When 
you, my lord and li^dies, have fLfl&«» 
ciently amufed yourfclves in ridiculing 
the drefs of that excellent woman, I hope 
you will next proceed to her charafier. 
You cannot do better, t^han compare 
it with your own. I do aflare you> her 
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drefs is not So widely different from your's, 
as the furniture of either her head or 
heart. That very woman, with her flat 
cap and plain petticoat, \ has an under- 
ftanding of the firft quality ; and a heart 
replete with every virtue. While Ihe 
has been cultivating the one, and exer- 
cifing the other in the nobleft manner ; ' 
be fo gopd as to afk yourfelves, how you 
have been employed ? but, perhaps, your 
obfervatioils, like thofe of a monkey, can 
go no farther than the ornaments of the 
perfon ? Then, poor things ! who can 
Wame you, for exercifing the highcift of 
j^our intelledual powers ; and for afferting 
your claim to rationality, though even by 
the loweft and moft equivocal of its cha- 
rafteriftics ?*' — You have beheld a flock of 
Paroquets baflcing themfelves in the rays 
of the fun^ all exerting their littjc throats, 
and fqualling and chattering with all their 
might : when, lo ! a Cormorant, or other 
bird of prey has piade its appearance, 
and in a moment, the clamorous voices 
of the little green-robed chatterers, has 
been hufhed in filence-*— -becoming as 
mute as the vegetable tribe, under whofe 
friendly leaves they fought for ftielter. 

Such was the effeft produced upon 
the pretty group of Bibbys, by this une: - 
peded harangue; and, I confefs, I par- 
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ticipated fo much ia their feelings, that 
I was Dot a little alarmed, when the orator 
lurnirig with a look of ineffable contempt 
rom her difmayed auditors, addreffed 
herfelf to me.— Nor did it greatly tend to- 
relieve me, when I difcovered that it was 
Mijs Ardenty who thus did me the honour 
of introducing herfelf to my acquaint- 
ance. My friend, "the philofopher, had 
faid enough to frighten me, at the idea 
of holding any communication with a 
learned Lady. I found ber, however, not 
quite fo formidable as I had at firft ap- 
prehended. She, indeed, fcon found 
nieatis not only to reconcile me to her 
company, but to render it quite charm- 
ing. She direfled the converfaiion to 
the delightful fubjeft of my dear native 
country \ at her defire, I defcribed to her 
the' peculiar charms of the blooming 
landfcape, whofe exhilarating beauties, 
gladden the hearts of the happy inhabi- 
tants of Almora. I painted to her ima- 
gination the immeafurable foreft, whofe 
trees have their Iky-touching heads over- 
ihadovred by the venerable mountains of 
Cummow : I talked of the thundering 
torrents which are dafhed from the ftu- 
j^cndous rocks, and which delighted at 
their efcape from the frozen North, 
run to hide themfelves in the bofom of 
Ganga. I told her of the names which 
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they afllimed upon their rout, expatiated 
OD the charming banks which adorned 
the courfe of the rapid Gurotry, and 
of the pla]Hrul meanderiogs of the Gurra. 
I had likewife the honour of explaining 
to her, the prefent political ftate of the 
country; it is a fubjec^ upon which, iince 
I have been in England, I have feldom 
had 9ny opportunity, and Hill feldomer 
any fatisfadlion of converiing. In all 
that relates to our country, I have indeed 
found thefe weflern lovers of fcience, 
mod deplorably ignorant. You mav 
believe it imprefled me- with a very high 
idea of the fuperior powers of Mifs Ar- 
dent's mind, when I found, that ihe had 
paid particular attention to every thing 
conne6ied with the hiftory or literature 
of India. But even Mifs Ardent has her 
prejudices, and I did not find it a very 
eafy matter to convince her, that the 
Mahhabaret was fuperior to the Iliad of 
Homer : or that Calidas was a dramatic 
Poet equal in excellence to Shakefpeare. 
You will fmile at her prejudices; but 
confider, my dear friend, v/hat you would 
think of the arrogance of any foreigner, 
who fliould have the prefumption to put 
the works of his countrymen in competi- 
tion with thofe divine Bards, and you will 
learn to mako allowances for this Lady. 
She was furprifed to hear that I had not 
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yet been to fee the reprefeatation of an 
£ngli{b Natac, here called a play, and in- 
'vited me to be of her party, to fee the 
peif>rmance of one the following eveq- 
ii^. I was charmed with the invitation ; 
afKl did not fail in my attendance on 
the letter-loving Bibby, at the time ap- 
pointed. 

The building appropriated to this 
amiifement, belongs to the King» and ii 
-called his Theatre; and to it he fenda- 
his fervants for the diverfion of the pub- 
lic. Thev are not, however, paid by 
their Mafter, but, like all the fervants * 
ef the Engliih nobility, are paid by 
the vifitws. Nor are they fo raodeft 
as fome that I have feen, at the royal 
palaces and gardens, who never afked for 
their wages, until they had gratified my 
curiofity; but thefe, nipulated for 'a cer- 
tain fum, and demanded it before they 
permitted me to enter. 

My expefiations in refpeft to the 
msgoificence of- the building, and the 
fplendor rf its decorations, were fome- 
•what difappointed : but upon the whole 
it is very well ccmtrived, for feeing and 
hearing the performers.— In front of the 
ftage is an aifle, larger than that in the 
church, in which, the people are, how- 
•cveri treated with more refpcfl, being 
all accomnaodated with feats;, and I could 
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perceive, that here their marked approba- 
tbn of any paifage, excited fome degree 
of attention in the great people, who fat 
io the little pews above them: and aU 
though among thefe great people, fome 
appeared to regard the Natae, as little as 
the fermoo, talking and whifperiog, al- 
moft as much at the theatre, as they had 
done in church ; yet the performance was 
here, in general, much better attended to 
by all who had the enjo^hient of their 
fenfes. You will think tnis a ft range eJc-^ 
ception — but you muft know, that a part 
' of the royal theatre, is peculiarly a]^ro- 
priated to the reception of a fpecies 
of lunatics, called Bucks, who are in* 
deed, very noify and troubkfomc; but 
who are treated with an anuizing degree of 
lenity and forbearance, by thebenevolent 
people, who beftow upon them the pity 
that is due to their unhappy fituation. 

Great part of the entertainment feem- 
ed, indeed^ calculated for their amufe- 
ment, as it is well known that the eye 
can be gratified by the difplay of gaudy 
colours, even where the mind is deftitute 
of the gift of feafon. This refpeft to folly, 
was, however, in my opinion, carried too 
far ; and though I ftiouid have been well 
pleafed to have feen the grown children 
amufed, by the exhibition of a few Ihowy 
pidures and other mummery, I could 



not approvd of turning the infirmities of ^ 
old age into ridicule, for their amufemeat. 
I had . foolifiily thought that all Eng-' 
li(h plays were like the plays of Sbak- 
fpeare ; but, alas ! I begin to apprehend^ 
that they are not all quite fo good ! in- 
ilead ot thofe portraits of the paflions^ 
which Nature fpontaneoiifly acknow- 
ledges for her own, I only fee exagge-* 
rated reprefentations of tranfient and in* 
cidental folly. ' Whether it be owing to 
the peculiar tafie of the exalted Omrah, 
whofe office it is to examine the merits 
of the Natacs that are perforniied by his 
Majefty's fervants, or to the limited ge- 
nius ot modem Poets, I know not, but 
it appears evident, that all dramatic 
writers in this country, are now confined 
to one plot : A foolifli old man devoted 
to avarice, has a daughter that is petulant 
and difobedient, or a fon of the fame 
charader j perhaps, two or three of thefe 
old men, differing from each other in 
the fize and ihape of the covering of the 
. head, called Wigs, are brought into the 
fame piece, together with an old unmar- 
ried fitter, who always believes herfelf to 
be young and handfome. After the 
young people have for fome time exer- 
cifed their ingenuity in deceiving the 
vigilance of the old ones, and have fuc- 
ce&fully expofed to public ridicule, the 
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bodily iofirmities and mental failings 
of their feveral parents, they are paired 
for marriage, and thus the piece con-^ 
eludes. This compoiition is called a 
Seniimenial^ Comedy y and is fucceeded by 
vfhat is termed a. Farce. In the Farce, 
bis Majefty's fervants make faces, and 
perform many droll tricks for the diver- 
fion of the audience, who feem particu- 
larly plea fed with thejr exertions in this 
way, which they applaud with repeated 
peals of laughter.'— And furely, it muft 
be highly gratifying to the imperial mind, 
to fee the people pleafed at fo cheap a 
rate. 

The* firft time I went to the theatre, 
was, as I have already informed you, in 
company with Mifs Ardent, who was much 
difappointed, that the illnefs of the royal 
fervants (hould have prevented the repre- 
fentation of anew piece, written by an En^- 
lifh offiter in the fervice of the Eaft India 
Company, which, in the opinion of this 
Lady, is a piece of much intrinfic merit. 
It is taken from the hiftory of Zin^is, 
and adorned with the terror-ftriking fpirit 
of Zamouca, which blazes throughout the 
whole of the performance ; to me, I muft 
confefs, the prefentation of fuch a piece 
would have been more charming, th|p 
either the leffon of morality, given m 
the fentimental comedy, or the fooleries 
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^ the farce ; bot I was ioibrmed by 
Mifs Ardent, that I maft be caotioas 
how I give utterance to fuch an opkion^ 
as nothing is now deemed fo barbaioos 
as the energy of good fenfe. — ^* If year 
irighnefs woald have the people of this 
countiy," continued ftie, " entertain a 
good idea of your tafte, 3rou muft give 
all your admiration to hollow, but high-- 
founding fentimeot. Sentiment, and fin^* 
fong, are the fafhioo of the day. That » 
IS io, we are much indebted to the care 
and talents of our modern Bards, who by 
fuch compofitions as the prefent, (boil 
and contaminate the national timt^* 
'• Pardon me,** cried a gentlemen^ who 
flood by, ** but in my opiniop, the ftage 
does not fo much forn^, as reje^ the na* 
tional tafte. Poetry has always reached 
her maturity, while her votaries were in 
a femi-barbarous ftate: with the pro- 
grefs of civilization; ilie has gradually de- 
clined ; and if we take the rapidity of her 
decay in this country as the criterion of 
our refinement, vw may proudly pro* 
nounceourfelves one of the moft poliined 
nations of the earth T'^—Mift Ardent's 
carriage being announced, put an end to 
the converfation ; but before fhe ftept 
*?jito it, (he imiied roe to dine with her 
on the following day. " What !** you 
will fay, ** a fiugle, unprotefted woman 
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iBvitc ycto to ber houfe ?— Shameful vio- 
lation of decorum!"— But coniicter, my 
friend— cuftom, that mighty kgiflator, 
who iffues the laws of propriety to the 
different nations of the canh, maketh that 
appear amiable and proper in the^ eyca 
of the people of one country, which in 
thofe of another, is criminal and abfurd : 
and fo eafily doth cuftom reconcile us 
to her capricious decrees, that I received 
the invitation, and went to the houfe of 
Mifs Ardent, with is little perturbation 
as if Qkc had been a gentleman in petti- 
coats. 

She received me in an apartment ^de- 
voted to literature and contemplation, 
from which it takes the name ot/«^>; 
the walls of the room were lined with 
books, all fliining in coats of gloffy leather, 
richly ornamented with leaf of gold. 
That p^ins which in Afia is beftov^ed 
in decorating the illuminated page, being 
in England, all giVen to the out fide co- 
vering* which, it muft be confeffed, gives 
to the ftudy a very fplendid appearance. 

Two gentfemen had ari^ived before 
me, and were already engaged in conver- 
fation, — Thefe, as Mifs Awient informed 
me in a whifper, were great critics. 
The word was new to me, and I did not 
choofe to afk for an explanation, but fee- 
ing a huge book upon the table, which X 
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knew to be an explainer of hard words, 
I had immediate recourfe to it, and found 
a Critic to be ** ^ manjkilledin the art -of 
judging of literature!^ What informaticHi 
might I not expert to receive from fuch 
infallible judges, who, as the l^ubfequent 
defcription informed me, muft be quali-- 
fied, " nicely to dijcriminate^ and ahly to 
judge^ the beauties and faults of writings ^^ 
—The name of a great author, whofe 
works I had read with fatisfa&ion ai^l 
delight, met my ear, - and the fire of 
expe^atioa was inftantly kindled in my 
bofom. Confcious that I could ^bnly 
Ikim the Turface of that ocean of wifdom^ 
contained in the work of this great mo-' 
ralift, 1 now hoped to fee fuch bidden 
gems produced to view,- as had efcaped 
my feeble fearch: but, judge of my 
mortification, at being informed only of 
the fize of his wig! — ^Both the critics 
produced a thoufand little inflances of the 
oddities of his manner, the peculiarity 
of his drefs, and the irritability of his 
temper. But as to the excellence of 
his precepts, the flrengih of his arguments, 
or the fublimity of his fentiments — the 
critics faid not a word ! 

The name of this author led to that 
of another — a Poet to whole verfes 
Mils Ardent gave the epithet of charm* 
ing^ Her learned guefts, though, in ge- 
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neral, obfequioully fubmiinve to her 
opinioD, did not, in this inftance, feem to 
coincide with her. — But, io^ead of point- 
ing out the defers of his compofition, 
they only mentioned the badneis of his 
tafte, oi which they gave an irrefra- 
gable proof, in his preferring a roajled 
potatoe to a chefnut ! Mifs Ardent, who 
did not feem pleafed to have the tafte 
of her favourite poet railed in queftion, 
abruptly turned the converfation, and 
addrefling herfelf to me, told me, ihe 
fhould foon have the pleafure of intro- 
ducing me to fome gentlemen of dif- 
tinguifhed talents and acknowledged me- 
rit, whofe names I had probably beard. 
•^She then mentioned three of the moft 
celebrated writers of the prefent day, 
ivejry one of whofe works I had h^d 
the -advantage of reading with Delo- 
mond, in the courfe of our voyage. 
While ftie yet fpoke the Chubdar re-echo- 
ed the names of thefe celebrated men; 
they entered, and paid the tribute of ref- 
peft to this patronefs of fcience, who, 
^hen flie was feated among them, appear- 
ed in my eyes, like the GoddefsSerrefwate^ 
furrounded by the gems of the court of Vi- 
cramaditya. 

Think, fMaandaara ! think, what I muft 
have felt, at the fight of four live authorsl 
You may well "believe, that I could not 
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find myfelf ia the imm^iate p^efeace ^f 
fo loxay learned perfc^ages, whixMtt ex^ 
{ftericocing a f^ofiderable degree of agita- 
lioQ. I remained ioimeried ia ^Qt 
awe aod breathlefs expe£iat;ioQ. Sun^y, 
faid liomytelft the cooverCatioa of mm 
who^re capable of writiog booJcs, muil 
be. very di^ereat fipm thAi of coiaamoQ 
itK>ruls ! 

Oae of them opened bii mouth-^I 
liftened with avidity— ^aod heard — that 
the morning had been remarkable rainy. 
—How beautiful is this coodefcenfion, 
iaid I again to myfelf, in onefo wife! 
~Thc Chubdar again entered, it was to 
anaouQce that the dinner was upon the 
table. I followed • Mifs Ardent and her 
leamed guefts into the apartments deftined 
for this repaft, where, according to the 
barbarous cuftom of the country, they 
fat down to eat at one table, and con- 
fined their converfation while they re- 
mained at it, to eulogiums on the good 
things fet before them, pf which, in com- 
pliment (no doubt) to the miftrefg of 
the feaft, they devoured a goodly quan- 
tity. While they were thus employed, 
J retired to the fopha at the other end of 
the room, where I contemplated with 
a(loni(hment, how much men of genius 
could eat. At length, the long-protrafi- 
ed feaft was finiihed, the mangled re- 
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mains of the bipeds and the quadrupeds, 
the fifties of the fea, the vegetables of 
the earth, and the golden fruits of the 
garden, were carried eS by the doroeflics ; 
a variety of wines fupplied their places 
upon the table— the liquid ruby flowed, 
and thefe difciples of the poet of Shiraz 
feemed to unite with him in regard to the 
fovereign efficacy of the fparkling contend 
*of the goblet. 

^ The idlufion is talcen from one of tlie oAm #f 
HaiiT, Tirhich, as it does not appear amoBg thofc 
feleded by Mr. Nott> for hi* very elegant Tranik- 
<ioo, we think tlie lellowing litx&al o&e, tntj 
sot prove unacceptable : 

1. The ffcafon of fpring is arrived, let the fpar- 

. Wing goblet go rcHind 1 -^ 

2. Seize, O ye youths, the fleeting hour, and en- 
joy the extatic delight of the company of the 
fawn- eyed daughters of lo\e. 

^ Boy ! iiil out the wine, and let the liquid ruby 
flow, for it is it alone that poureth the oil of 
gladnefs into the heans of the unfortunate, and 
IS the healing balm of the wounds of the afUjdted. 

4. Leave the corroding thorn^ of wordly cares, and 
the anxiety ^of ambition, to immortalixe the 
noines of Cyrus and Alexander. 

5. Let me indulge in my favourite wine> and fee 
which of us ihall fooneft obtain the objeA of 
his defires. 

16, Let mine ear llden to the melody of the lute and 

the cymbal, and mine eyes be charmed with the 

fair daughters of Circiflia. 
7. Go, O my foul, and give thyfelf to jby, for it is 

needlefs to anricipate to-day the forrows of tot 

inoxfo^'* 
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So much has been faid and fuog on 
the infpiring powers of wine, that I 
aaxiouily watched its efiedls on thefe 
imen of learning. — But, unfortunately for 
wit and me, no fooner were the bot- 
tles fet upon the table, than the (ubje£l 
of politics was introduced ; a fu'bje£l 
which to me, is ever dull and barren of 
delight. To Mift Ardent, it appeared 
otberwife ; flie entered with warmth and 
energy into the dircuOHon, and fpoke of 
mmifters and their meafures, . o( the ma- 
nagement of wars« and the interefts of 
nations, in fuch a decifive manner, as 
proved her qualified to become the Vizir 
of an Empire. 

Not feeing the converfation likely to 
take a turn to any other fubjed, and con- 
fidering that the prefence of a ftranger 
might throw fome reftraint on the di(- 
cuffion of affairs of ftate, I took my 
leave ; and muft confefs, that I returned 
from this banquet of reafon, not altoge* 
ther fatisfied with my entertainment. 

As after having loft a game at Chefs, 
it is my cuftom to ponder on the pad 
moves, until I find out the falfe ftep that 
led to my defeat, fo do I ruminate on the 
difappointment of expefted felicity, till I 
make a difcoyery of the fource from which 
k has flowedr In doing fo; I am alinoil 
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always certain offering it traced to the 
fellocyof iU-grouaded€xpe£iation. Why 
faid I, fhoukl I have expedled more from 
m amhor, thto &om asy other maa ot 
fenfe? Wbeura man has givea his thoughts 
a ^iH upon paper, and fubmitted them 
m that fliape to the perufal of the world, 
is he from theacpforth to be obliged to 
fpeak in laboured fecitences, and to ut- 
ter only the aphorifms of wifdom ? Car- 
ryiog my reafons upon this fubjeft, a 
Uttle farther, I was almoft tempted to 
conclude, that the manners of even a fe- 
male author, might not differ much from 
^hat-of other women! bwt this, you will 
tbink> was carrying the mattei* rathei: 
too far. 

The amiable, the engaging Delomond, 
'has this mwning left us. His departure 
is like a dark cloud, which in early 
fpring deforms the &ce of nature, and 
checks the gaiety of the feafon with the 
fuddea chill of a wintery dorm. It 
has particularly aflfe&ed me, as it has at 
once ftiHt out the profpeft of profperity, 
which, AS I had flattered myfelf^ was fail 
opening on my friend, and deprived me 
of the funfhinc of his prefence. But, per- 
haps,' my difappointment with regard 
to the foccefs of Delomond, is more in 
proportion to the eagernefs of my wifhes^ 
than to the folidity of my hope. The 

VoT. II. E 
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mind, which like the delicate leaves of 
the Mimofa, Ihrioks from every touch, 
is ill calculated to folicit the afliftance of 
the powerful, or gain the favour of the 
great. The very looks of the profpe- 
rous, it conftrues into arrogance ; and is 
equally wounded by the civility which 
appears to condefcend, and by the in- 
folcnce which w^ears the form of con- 
tempt. 

From all ibefe multiplied mortifications 
fome, perhaps, real, and fome only ima- 
ginary, has Delomond haftily retired : and 
relinquilhing the.^purfuit of fortune, and 
the pleafures of fociety, devotes his fu- 
ture life to the itidolent repofe' of ob- 
fcurity. But, alas ! how fhall be, who 
was difcomfited by the firft thorny 
branch which bung acrofs the path of 
lortuoe, ftruggle through the (harp briers 
of adverfity?— Can a mind, formed for 
the happinefs of domeftic life, endowed 
with. fu9h exquifite relifh for the refined 
enjoy mqht of tafte and fenti merit, ficd 
coffifbrt in a joylefs ftate of folitude! 
cr, what is worfe than folinide, hhe coni- 
pany of the rude and ignorant r — Ah! my 
aojiable frici:d, thou wilt find, when it 
is too late, that the road to happinefs 
is not to be entered by the gat^ of faftidi- 
cus rcSt:cmcnt. ' ^ « 
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The firft care that occupied my. mind, 
after my arrival in London, was to pro* 
cure a fafe coaveyapce for the prefents 
which 1 had intended to lay at the feet of 
the (ifter of Percy, 

I have juft received an anfwer to the 
letter that accompanied them* — It is fuch 
as I ftiould have expe£ied from her .who 
was worthy the efteem of fuch a brother. 
But, alas ! it is written with the pen of 
forrow, and blotted by the tears of af- 
fliilion. The amiable old man, who fup- 
plied to her the place of a father, who 
loved her with fuch tendernefe^ and was 
beloved by her with fuch a degree of 
filial affedlion, is gone to the dark man-, 
fions of death. She has left the happy 
abode of her infaifcy, and her dwelling 
is now^ among ftrangers. — ^This. ftie par- 
ticularly deplores, on account oJF depriv-* 
ing her of the power of ftiewing the fcnfe 
flie entertains of my fnendfliip to her 
brother in any other way than by words 
alone. Her expreflions of gratitude 
have the energetic eloquence of genuine 
fenfibility ; they are greatly beyond what 
1. have merited ; but, when t confider the 
lender rcfledlions that excited them — my 
heart melts into fympathy. » 

Alas! it is eafy to perceive, that this 
amiable young woman is not to be num- 
bered with the happy. Perhaps, her 

E % 
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|>refeiit fituation is peculiarly unfortu- 
nate. Perhaps, file has there been des- 
tined to experience the cold reception, 
the unfeeling negled, of fome little, nar«- 
row, felfiih mind, to -whofe attentions 
file bad been particularly recommended 
by her departed relatives. Perhaps, 
fome friend of her brother. — ^fiut, no; 
the real friends of Percy, were like himr 
felf, noble, generous, and good. F»r from 
being capable of dilhonouring the me- 
mory of their friend, by negledling to 
perform their rites of hofpitality to his. 
iifter, they have taken an intereft in her 
feelings, and by ads of kindnefsand at- 
tention, have endeavoured to promote 
her happinefs. And furely for no a£l of 
kindnels can the fifter of Percy, be un- 
grateful to the friendaof her brother ! 

The lofs of Delomond, and the me-. 
lancholy letter -of Mife Percy, dwelt 
upon my fpirits, and £i0k xhem to a 
ftate of unufual depreffiocu I fpent the 
night in fadnefs, and early 4n the morning, 
went in fearch of my friend, the philo- 
fopher, whofe cbnverfaiion is to me, as 
the rod of Kriftiua, which no fooner 
touched the eyes of Arjoon, than he faw 
the figure of truth, as it appears unto the 
Gods themfelves. This amiable friend, 
had of late been (o much engroffed by 
his fcieiititc puifaits, that I bad enjoyed 
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fittle of his compaay. He rccehred me 
with an air of unufuaF vivacity. " When 
I laft faw you,** faid he, ** I am afraid I 
muft have appeared ftrangely inattentive; 
but, in truth, my mind was at that time 
very much embarraffed, and aimoft folely 
occupied on a fubje6l, which I did not 
then choofe to fpeak of, but whkh I (hall 
now fully explain. You muft know, that 
I had lately entered on a courfe of expei r- 
flients more interefting ihan any in 
which, I have ever yet engaged, and from 
which I had no doubt,, a moft import- 
ant difcovery would refult*- I found it, 
feowever^ attogethet impoffible to go on 
without the afliflance of an^ additional 
apparatus^, the price ©f tvhich was far 
more tha& I could affords It was fifty 
pounds ^ Litde lefa than a quarter of a 
year's rem of my whole eftatc ! What 
wa«Itodo^ befpeak it of the artizan, 
without having the money ready to pay 
for it ? This would be nothing lefs tnaa 
an a6l of wilful diftionefty, for difhoneftv, 
either to onefelf or others, running in deot 
always is. 

Could I hope to fave it by retrenching 
any of my ordinary expences ? I calcu- 
lated every thing, evea to living on 
bread and water, but found it impoffible. 
Ihad, then, nothing for it, but.torelin- 
quiih my plao entirely^ and fince I could 
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not carry it on myfelf, to communicate 
my ideas on the fubjc6l to fome more 
opulent .philofopher, by vvhofe means the . 
benefit of the difcovery might be flill given 
to the v/orld. " Ah ! my friend/' inter- 
rupted I, '* I now fee that you have no 
regard forme, or you would hai'^e given 
me the enviable pleafure, the delight of 
being able to fay to mjrfelfl that I too^ 
ignorant as I am, I too have contributed 
my feeble aid to the advancement of 
Science, and the benefit of Sociely/" 
" you are very good,"" returned the ' 
Dcftor, ** and, I haye no doubt of your , 
gcnerofity. . But _ as the aftion of heat 
evaporates fluids, fo does the borowing 
of money, in my opinion, deflroy the in- ' 
dependence of the foul : that independ- 
ence which gives life and energy to 
virtue, without which, it becomes inca« 
pable of being exerted to any trujyiife- 
ful purpofe, No ; what I canaot effc6l: 
by the means which Divine Providence 
has put into my power^ I think is_ not in- 
lended by Providence that I Ihould efieft 

at zi\:\ 

*^ I was therefore Vjuietly employing 
myfelf in unfixing that great retort ; wheS 
this morning, a letter was brought me 
from my agent in the country, informing 
me of his having obtained for me, from a 
neighbouring Squire, the fum of fifty 
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pounds ; for damages done me, by taking 
through miftake, a piece of my ground 
into one of his inclofures. Which fam, 

, he inclofed to me in a letter. Thus, 
you fee, my dilemma is quite at an end. 
I (hall DOW go on with fpirit ; and as I 
need lofe no more time, I am juft going 
into the city, to give the neceffary direc- 
tions to the work-people? who, if they 
are any way diligent, may have the whole 

■ apparatus completely finillied in a week/* 
As he fpoke, I contemplated with de- 
light, the glow of pleafure which ani- 
mated his finely ex preffive countenance ; 
a pleafure fo different from the fpjark- 
ling extacy of paffion, that merely to 
have beheld it, would have been fufficient 
to comince the moft devoted fenfualill 
of the fuperiority of w/W, over every 
enjoyment of mere fenfe. 

Having accepted my offer of attend- 
ing him, we were juft about to depart, 
when, prevented by the entrance of a 
Lady, whofe air and manner had in them 
fomewhat fo intcrefting, that the unfea- 
fooablenefs of the interruption was foon . 
forgotten. Grief and anxiety were paint- 
ed on her countenance. Eveiy feature 
was labouring with ill-fuppreffed emo- 
tion, and when ihe attempted to fpeak>. 
the tremor of her voice prevented her 
words irom being diftiaftly heard. I, 



( 104 )' 



<* 



bowevier, fooo gathered from h«r brokeiir 
leniences, and the fympatbetic replies of 
the philofopher. That fhe ifea&tbe wife oF 
ad old ichool-fellow, one of his ezrly an<f 
clleemed friends^— That fiie bad been bora 
to affluence, but fwfeued the favour o£ 
her family by her marriage ? her buiband 
having virtue and talents, but no fortune^ 
His talents, h^Wfever,^ had been ttirfied to 
good account ; he had employed himfelF 
in drawing plans of the efiate^ of the 
affluent, which his tafte taught him to 
embellifh in fuch a manner, as gratified- 
the vanity of his employers, by the ad-^ 
miratioa it excited*. He was contented 
with the piolit, whiie tbeyesjoyed^ the* 
praife, 

** Wc were doiBg charmingly,'' faid; 
the Lady, " and had the profpeJS of fooa 
getting above the world, and paying- 
off all the little debts, which at Our firft 
fetting out in life^ neceffity had compelled 
us to contra^J* When in the beginning 
of laft Suriimer, my hufband wa^s feized 
with a fever, which lalled feven weeks ; 
and left him fo weak, that many more 
elapfed, before he was able to go abroad. 
During that time, he loft fome of his 
moft advantageous fituations ; gentlemen 
who had employed him, having in the 
time of his illnefs, contrafted with others^ 
Winter came on, and no funds were pro- 



( loi > 

vJded agamft its wanis;: my kialband, 
whofe tendernefs and afiefiioo^ fer his 
family, feemed to be eacreafed' by the 
difficulty be found in procuring their 
fopport, had a genkis fruitful in refources* 
In thofe months, when the feafon necef** 
farily put a flop to hk employments, he 
wrote for the printer of a periodical 
publication, in which work, he taught 
me to aifiil him ; and thus by oi^ united 
endeavours, we ccmtrived ft ill to keep 
^p a decent appearance ; an<;i to maintain 
with frugality our four little ones, whofe 
innocent endearments repaid all ous 
trouble, and made us when we fat down 
to our little meal, forget the labour by 
iirfiich it had been earned. Ah ! my 
poor babes ! it is your fufferingSy that^ 
more than his own^now rings your fatherV 
heart r 

*' But where lis now my friend ?" inter- 
rupted Severan, ** Is he well? What can 
I dt) to ferye him? Where can I fee him V 

" Alas r he is in prifon \'^ returned the 
Lady. " He is in a loathfome-, difmal 
prifon r — deprived o£ light, of liberty, of 
every comfort, and enjoyment ;. and his 
dear children, his pretty darlings, of whom 
he ufed to be fo fond, they too muft go,, 
muft be nurfed in the abode of mifcry, 
and made familiar with every fpecies of 
wj?etchednef& !" — Here tears came to her 
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relief, and for fome time choaked her- 
utterance. 

At length, recovering herfelf^ and af- 
fuming an air of dejeded compofure,. 
** I beg your pardon/' continued lhc> 
(obferving the marks of fenfibility, that 
overfpread the benignant countenance of 
our friend)—" I did not mean to diflrefs 
yot(, but it is fo few that can feel for one's 
afflidion; — and the voice of fy mpathy 
• is Jo grateful to the wounded heart — that 
I could not deny myfelf the coufolation 
of fpeaking to you. But things may yet 
go better. — My huft>and has enough ow- 
ing to him, to enable him to pay every 
one. Eut the misfortune is, that his 
debtors are all people of fortune, whofe 
favour would be for ever loft, by an un- 
timely application for money ; and Ihould 
the news of his having been imprifoned 
for debt, once get abroad, he is luiaed 
for ever ! no perfbn of falhion will ever 
employ him more ! - 

" I cannot think fo/' faid tbe Do6ior, 
with his wonted niiWuefs ; " we fee daily 
inftances of the high favour that is ftiew^n 
to people of ruined circumflanccs ; many 
of whom I have known, even when 
worthlcfs and depraved, to meet with at- 
tention and fnpport from people of ele- 
vated rank and fafliion ?'* 
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« Ah ! Sir/' replied the Lady, " thefe 
were people who had fquandered their 
fortunes in luxury and diffipation ; fuch, 
indeed, feldom fail to meet with pat ions 
and benefa&ors ; but, it is far otherwife 
with the poo^ man, who has been ftrug- 
gling with adVerfity, and employing hid 
efforts, for the mamtenance of a virtuous 
wife and family: when he fails, he is con- 
fidered as an objedt unworthy of notice ; 
his fiiuation, creates no intereft. His 
wretchednefs, excites no commiferation;" 
— " But your own family^ my dear Madam 
•—they have it in their power to extricate 
you from erery difficulty ; will you permit 
m^.to apply to them in your behalf?" 

" Alas ! Sir," I fear it would be in 
vain, they are too fond of money, to 
give it to thofe who have none. You know 
how I offended them by my marriage; 
yet, bad my hufband mcceeded in the 
"world, and made a fortune, mine would 
not have been witheld from him. It 
would have been given, if we had not 
wanted it ; but, now that we are reduced 
to poverty, I have no hopes of affiftance, 
from any of my friends. Yet would I 
thank you, for making trial of an appli- 
cation to them, if they, were in town^— 
but they are not. They are all at York, 
except one Aunt, who is, indeed, very 
rich Ihe is alfo very religious and very 



cbaritable, but makes it a rule, fievciT t€> 
give affiftaace to any, who are not of her 
own feft.'* 

" Then,*^ cried Severan, with imufbal 
warmth, " whatever are her profeflions, 
fee is a ft ranger to the religion of Jefw 
Chrift I But, you have not told me the 
amount of the debt, for which yoai 
bufband is confined ; is it not confide^ 
rable ?*' 

" Alas ! yes,** returned the lady. " It 

-is more than forty pounds, and, trbat 

with the bairifl'*s and the jailor's fees^ 

will, I dare fay> arife to little kfs than 

fifty r\ 

" Fifty pounds P repeated the pbilo- 
fopher. " And fifty pounds would yeheafe 
yo^r hufband from a jail. Fifty pounds 
wojald reftore a father to his kifant fa*- 
mily,. and make the heart of a virtuous 
woman rejoice. It is the noblcft of all 
experiments ! — And detefted be thd 
purfuit, that would ftand in fhe way orf 
the happinefs of a fellow-creaiure. My 
good Madam./* cootinued be, addref- 
fing himfelf to the Lady, who looked 
aftonifhed at the incohereace of his ex* 
preffions, "you muft know, that I this 
morning made amiftake; I thought that 
Providence had fent me fifty pounds, to 
euablc me to purftie a philofophical dif- 
covery, on whichr^I had vainly fet roy 
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heart ; but t ndw find, it was for a nobler 
purpofe ; it was to contribute to the 
pappiaefs of an unfortuxKite family ; here 
it IS ; aqd a^ I defire, is tbai; you would 
con^derine^ly as tiie agent, and keep 
your tbanks for him who feot it." 

The various emoticx^ of aftoniihm€Qt» 
doubt, gratitude, and ioy, which took 
poiTeilion of the poor Lady's bofoni) ftrug- 
gled for utteraficCj and at length found 
vent^in tears* 

'The effedi upon my feelings, was toa 
powerful to be fupported. I left the 
room, and when I returned, found my 
friend adviling with the Lady, on th^e 
fteps neceSTarv to be taken for her huf- 
band's releale. I had from the com- 
mencement of our acquaintance, regard- 
ed the philofopher as the firft of human 
beings. I now looked up to him as 
tbmethin^ taoj^c. To help a fellow- 
creature m difirefs, is the inftindlive im^ 
pulfe of benevolence ; but to facrifice for 
the good of others, the darling purfuit 
of one's life ! to give up on that account 
the favourite, the cheri&ed obje£l of one's 
mind! this belongs only, to the philofo* 
phy cf Jefus. It was now, that I under* 
fiood what cutting off the right hand, and 
plucking out the right eye, truly meant* 
But ah r my friend, if this is really the re- 
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ligion of Cb rift, hov falfely are people o£ 
ten called Ghfiftians ! 

On the arrival of the man of the la\;C^, 
whom the Doftor had font for to cpn- 
duGt the bufinefs, we all fet out with the 
Lady, for the place of her hufband's con- 
finement. 

When we arrived at the great, gloomy 
manfioii, Doftor Sevcran thinking it in- 
delicate to go immediately into the pre- 
fence of his friend, fent his lawyer with 
the lady, to inform her hufband of his 
liberation, and in the meantime, indulged 
my curiofity with a fight of the prifon. 

You have feen the dungeons in which 
the Muffulmans confine their male&dtors, 
and in which their prifoners of war are 
often doomed to fuffer the lingering tor- 
ture of defpair ; to inhale the noxious va- 
pours of pcftilence, and to pine in all the 
miferies of difeafe and famine. But af- 
ter what I have faid of Chriftian chari- 
rity, you will, no doubt, think it impof- 
fible that in a Chriftian country, fimilar 
places Ihould be found. This, indeed, 
at firft fight appears very inexplicable ,• 
but it only ferves to confirm me in the 
truth of my conjefture, refpefting a new 
revelation^ a fupplementary code of Chrif- 
tian law;s and Chriftian precepts, which, 
in many refpefts, muft very effentially 
differ from the old one. 
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. In thk n^w- gofpel, I have every. reafoQ 
to believe, from all that I have obferved 
iiace my abode in England, that poverty 
is confidered as one of the moft heinous of 
crimes. It is accordingly by the Chrijiians 
oj the new fyficrn^ not only ftigmatifed 
with a degree of infamy, but by their very 
laws, and under the immediate infpe<flion 
of their fage magiftiates, it is punifhed in 
the moft exemplary manner. The abhor- 
rence in which this crime is held by thofe 
Ghriftian Icgiflators, is, indeed, evident 
throughout the tenor of their laws. 

Can a perfon contrive by villainy, to 
poffefs himfelf of the eftate of another, 
provided it can be clearly proved, that 
poverty had no fliare in mftigating him 
to the offence, the law is fatisfied with 
fimple reftitiition. But,, fhould a poor 
ftarving wretch, put forth his audacious 
hand to fatisfy the calls of hunger, or Hill 
the. clamorous demands of an infant .fa- 
mily, he is condemned to death, or 
doomed to everlafting wretchednefs. You 
who are prejudiced in favour of the 
mild ordinances of our revered Pundits, 
will, perhaps, think it unjufl, that to the 
miferable mortal who fteals the value of 
twenty rupees, and to him who boldly 
ventures on plundering the wealth of a 
family, adding murder to the crime of 
i;obbery, the fame punilliment fhould. tie 
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allotted ; but you w3l admire the prin- 
ciple upon v/bich the laws of thefe new 
Gbriftians in this cafe proceedsr. It throws 
the crime of poverty into the fcale, which 
inftantly fettles the balance. 

Even when poverty conAitutes thef 
folcoSence, nothing is more equitable 
than the punifhments which proceed h% 
regular gradation, and correfpoud in e:t- 
a£l proportion to the degree in which the 
crime exifts* For inftance, within the 
inafly walls of this prifon, whole iroii 
gates open to receive the reekinff mur* 
derer, the midnight thief, and all thofe 
miferable out calls 6f Tociety, who, loft to 
every priucipte of Ihame, every feeling- 
of humanity, have funk into all the bru- 
tality of vice ; thofe guilty of the crime 
of poverty, are likewife immerfed. But 
think not that they are all equally wretch- 
ed. No ; thofe who can ^ord to defraud 
their creditors, are ftiffered by thefe 
wife legiflators, to live in a degree of 
luxury. Thofe who can fave enough 
from the wreck of former times, to pay 
for their accommodation, may ftill enjoy 
fome comparative degree of comfort. 
Bdt, it is thofe wretches who have loft 
their all, and are alike dellitute of friends 
and fortune — it is they who are doomed 
to fuffer the bitternefs of confinement, ia 
all its horrors. 
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It is troe, that fome who follow tbt ' 
old fyftem <xf Chriftianity, as it was 
taught by Jde» Chrift SkM his Apoftfcs, . 
by whom pOVetly is not confidered as 
ft> unpardoiiable a crime, haTc exerted 
their endeavours for relrevitig the fufFcr- 
ings of their fellow-crcatures, who for 
fmall fums, are fliut up in thefe dreary 
abodes of wretchednefs. But notwith- 
ftanding their endeavours, notwithitand-^ 
ing the zealous efforts, the heart-touch* 
ing remonftranccs of one of thofit Chrif- 
tians of the old fchool, who devoted his 
life to the children of misfortune* ; ftilt 
in thefe prifons, many thcrafands of the 
inhabitants of this land of freedom, are 
left to pine out a miferabie exifience, 
alike iifelefs to tbemfelves and to fociety. 
Many, at whofe birth the voice of con-' 
gratulatioa has been raired, and over 
whofe infant forms the tears of parental 
tendernefs have been fondly fhed, are 
here fuffered to languifh, unnoticed and 
unknown. 

As for thofe wretches Who have com- 
mitted fuch offences agakiff fociety, as 
aH nations upon earth have deemed cri- 
iumal, they are here held in fuch juft 

* We fuppofe tlie Rajah pdints at this benevor 
lent exertlonaofMraHotKarO. 
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abhorrence, that it is not thought fuffi' 
cient to vifit their fins with mere temporal . 
j^uniJhmeHty but every poffible pains is 
taken tqpreferve them in fuch a ftate ot 
wickedi^efs, as may give them ^ve^vy P^' 
fible chance of being, according to the 
faith of the lawgivers^ tniferable to all 
eternity. 

This, voa may, perhaps, pfteem rather 

an unjuftifiable degree of feverity. — x^ 

confider, O benevoJeut Maandaara, that 

by the old Cfariflian Shafter, none are 

, excluded from the hopes of mercy, who 

feefc it by fincere repentance. Now 

nothing is more probable, than that many 

of thofe miferable beings, who have beea 

unwittingly fv^^ept into the torrent of vice^ 

"^'ght, when they find themfelves Ihip- . 

w-eciccd on ixs barren fhores, gladly 

^^^n to the voice that would condua , 

them to the . path of peace and virtue. 

•*f kept in a ftate of feparation from the 

*>3d, and favoured with means of inftruc- 

tion from the good, this would, no doubt, . 

o«en be the. cafe. Eiut- then confider 

, j^nat might be the confequence : per- 

^^Ps> fome of thefe vile felons might 

tba*^ f ^^ have a higher leat in Heaven, 

th<*m ^ iaws, v/hich had condemned 

ex3d^"P^^farth. The idea is not to be 

^^ with patience \ and to prevent 
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any poffibility ©f its being lealized, the 
poor trembling wretch, new to vice, and 
whple mind is not yet hardened in iniqui- 
ty, 3^0 fooaer comniits (or, is faid to have 
committed) the moft trifling offence, 
that ftands within the cognifance of the 
law, than, hurled into the focieiy of thofe 
veterans in fin, of whofe repentance there 
is little reafon to be afraid, the unfortu- 
nate offender is gradually trained to an 
equal degree of depravity. 

Thus, the door of mercy is for 6ver 
ftiut ! the returning path to virtue is 
barricaded, and fo filled up by the 
briers aod the thorns, which thefe new 
Chriftians have thrown in the way, that 
it becomes quite invifible; and left rc- 
fleflion- Ihould point it out, intoxicating 
licjuors are allowed in all prifonsto be 
diftributed in fufficient quantities, to pre- 
"vent the moft diftant apprehenfions of fuch 
aa event. Thus do thefe enlightened 
people, exert their endeavours to fill the 
regions of Nareyka ! ! 

As for the philofopher, who, I need 
not tell you, is a Chriftian, according to 
the old Gofpel, he deprecates the whole 
fyftem, and was fo much fliocked at the 
ught of the young viilims, who are here 
devoted to vice, in order thit they may 
be afterwards immolated on the altars of 
jufticej that no cordial lefs powerfiil 
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than the fight of the happmeis he had 
himfelf created, would have had efficacy 
to reftore his mind to any degree of 
conipofure. 

Before I conclude this epiftle, I maft 
entreat you, to fend for the good and 
pious BramiaSheerinaal ;-— tell him, that 
my heart reproaches me, for the injuftice 
I was guilty of towards him : I implore 
hispzlrdoD, for the ineredulhy with which 
I regarded his account of the coodudi of 
Chriftian^.** Experience has now taught 
me to acknowledge, tnat his words were 
di£tated bv truth, and his obfervations 
emanated irom wifdom. 

All that i have written^ thou wilt not, 
perhaps, think it proper to read to 2a- 
marcanda ; manv parts of it^ £he certainly 
could not underftand ^ but, I requeft, thou 
wouldft aflure her, that the love of her 
brother is undiminiihed — I embrace my 
fon — and implore upon him, the blel- 
fing of all the benignant Dewtahs ! — May 
the fortunes of Maandaara, beeftablifticd 
far ever !— What can I fay niorc^ 
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cHNCE I laft took up the reed of fiend- 
&ip, aiy heart has beet fretted with vex- 
atioa, and my foul chilled mth aftonifh- 
mtnu Will the friend of Zaaitnrlla b^ 
lieve it poffible, that I fhould have foimd 
fraud and falfehood, veoaHty aod cor- 
wpiion, even in that court-protefted vehi- 
cle of public information, that pure fource 
of intelligence, called a Newrpaper-? 

The manner in which I made the d?f- 
agreeable difcovery, was, to me, no lefs 
extraordinary, than the difcoveiy itfel£ 
I went, a« ufual, yefterday morning, to 
fpend an hour at the neighbouring cofFee- 
houfe, and, on entering it, was furprifed 
to find myfelf the objed of univerfel at- 
-tention- Every eye was turned towards 
me^ fomefew feemed to regard me with 
a look of contempt; but the general cx- 
preffion was that of pity and compaffic^. 
I had advanced to a box; and called for 
a newfpapcr, but was hefitafing whether 
I fhould retire, or flay to perufe its con- 
tents ; when a gentleman, whom I ob- 
fejTved to eye me with particular eager- 
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nefs, approaching me with much for- 
mality, begged leave to enquire, whether 
I was indeed the Rajah of Almora, a 
native Prince of Rohi'cund ? On being 
anfwered in the affirmative, the gentle- 
man, again bowing to the ground, thus 
proceeded : ** I hope your highnefs will 
not' attribute it to any want of rdpeft, 
that I hiave thus prefumcd to intnide my- 
.felf into your prefence. I entertain too 
. much refpedl, for whatever is illuftrious 
in birth, or honourable in rank, or digiii- 
. fied in title, or exaked in authority, to 
do any thing derogatory to its greatnefs. 
I am but too confcious of the prejudice 
which your highnefs muft inevitably ec- 
tertain againft this nation, to hope that 
you will look upon any individual belong- 
ing to it, without fufpicion and abhor- 
rence ! But I hope to convince you, in 
fpite of the reafons you have had to the 
.contrary, that we are not a nation of mon- 
fteis. Some virtue ftill remains among us, 
-confined to me, and my honourable friends, 
it is true; but we, Sir, are Englilhmea 
EngliQimen, capable of bluftiing at the 
nefarioas praflices of delegated authority, 
Engliilunen, who have not been com plete- 
•ly embowelled^f our natural entrails ; our 
hearts, and galb, and fpleens, and livers, 
have not been forcibly torn from, our 
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Ibodics, and their places fuppHcd by 
fliawlsand lacks, and nabob-fhips, and 
dewaimes ! We have real hearts of flefti 
and bloody withio our bofoms. Hearts, 
which bleed at /the recital of human 
mifery, and feel for thfe woes of your un- 
happy country, with all the warmth of 
unfophifticated virtue." Perceiving my 
•intentioa tofpeak, "I know. Sir, what 
you would fay," cried he, with vehe- 
•mence : " You would tell me, that your ha- 
tred to the Englifti race, was founded in 
mature and in jufticc. — ^You would tell 
me, that it is ^^ who have defolated your 
Empire, who have turned the fruitful and 
delicious garden of Rohilcuhd, into a 
ivafte and -howling wildernefs.— ^^, who 
have extirpated the noble race of warriors, 
^ho were your kind protedlors ! your in- 
dulgent lords ! your beneficent friends !— • 
to whom you paid a proud fubmiffion ; a 
dignified obedience^ a fubordination more 
defirable'than the tumultuous fpirit of the 
raoft exahefl fFcedom !" Again I attempt- 
ed to fpeai. — " Ah !" cried be, in a ftill 
louder tone, " you need not defcribe to 
me, ihe ravages you have feen commit- 
ted ; theinfults you have fuftained ! You 
need not tell me,, that your friends have 
been flaughtered : your country plunder- 
tsd ; your houfes burned ; 3'our land laid 
'^aile ; your Zenana diihouoaied ; and 
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tl>e iavoume, the iQvely, the virtuous 
^ife of your ^Scdiioi^, perhaps, tora 
from your agOQiz%)g bofomi" This was a 
chord not to be touched, ev^en by the rude 
faaod of 4 ftraager, witjbopt exchiog a 
vifiW^ emotioo* " IJee tJbc fiibje^ is too 
much foi* you," cried he* " it is tooirai^bt 
with horror, to b^ furveyed withiodit 
fereqce. Nature |icke;)S at the recollec- 
tion, but you oeed fay no more ; 4ep^kd 
upon it, I fliall niake a proper reprefema^ 
tion of vour cafe. Through mc, your 
'wrongs mall find a tougue. I will pro<- 
claim to the world, all that I have heard 
you utter. That mafs of horrors, that 
fyftcm of iniquity, which your highncfs 
would defcribe, • fiiall be laid open to the 
eye of day, and its wick^ed, nefarious, 
abominable, and detefted author, e^rpof- 
ed to the juft indignation of the congre- 
gated univerfe ! '— At thefe words, again 
bowing to the ground, he turned round, 
and departed. As I had no doubt of the 
unhappy man^s infanity, I exceedingly re- 
joiced at his departure, and that tie had 
done no mifchief to himfelf or others, 
during this paroxyfm of delirium. 

Among the crowd, which the vocifera- 
tion of this unhappy maniac had attrafied 
round us, I perceived one of the gentle- 
men I had met at P«4ifs Aidect's ; and 



was bappy to take Ae opportiinity of 
renewing our acquaintance. From him I 
learned, that the notice of the noify ora- 
tor, had been drawn upon roe, by a para- 
graph* inferted in a newfpaper^of that 
morning, which, after mentioning my 
name, and defcribing ray perfon, fafely 
and wickedly infinuated> "that I had 
come there on behalf of the Hindoo in- 
habitants of Bengal, to compUin of the 
horrid cruelties, and unexampled oppref- 
fion, under which, through the tnal-admi- 
niftration of the Britiftrgovernor of India, 
we were made to groan. ** 

I was exceedingly bracked at the idea 
of thre confequcnces, that might arife to 
the chofen fervajit of the minifter, the 
writer of the newfpaper, from having 
fufferec^himfelf to be thus impofed upon. 
I did not know what puniftiiiient might 
await the confidential conduflor of this 
vehicle of intelligence, fhouW his raafier 
difcover that he Lud iuflfered a falfehood to 
pollute that pur« fountain of public inftruc- 
tion, in which bis care for the morals, 
the virtue, the fortune, tbe health, and 
the beamy of all the fubjefls of this ex- 
tenfive Empire, is io fully evinced. The 
gentleman bbferving my anxiety, told me, 
that the beft method of proceeding, was, 
to authorife the publifher to contradidl the 

Vol. II. F 
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paragraph alluded to in the next paper. 
And that he would, if I chofc it, go then 
with me to his houfe* 

Eager to extricate the poor man from 
the dilemma into which his ignorance bad 
thrown him, I gladly accepted the friend- 
ly offer, and we proceeded immediately 
to the office of this prime minifter of 
fame, who received us with all the ftateli- 
uefs which an idea of the confeqiicnce of 
fituation never fails to infpiie. The gen- 
tleman look upon himfelf to open the bufi- 
nefs ; which be di^, by faying, " that he 
had brought with him a firanger, of high 
rank, whu confidered himfelf aggrieved 
by a paragraph, which had been that 
morning inferted in his paper ; and then 
pointing it out, he told him, that I would 
expedl to fee a contradidlion of that part 
of it, which related to the Britilh go- 
vernor of India, for whom I entertained 
' fentiments of the moft profound refpefl." 
The conduftor fhrugged up his ftioulders, 
«nd faid, " the paragraph had been paid 
for." — " That is to fay, the contradidion of 
it mufl: he paid for likewife,'* returned the 
gentleman. '^ I dare fay, the Rajah will 
have no objection/' Obferving the afto- 
iiifhment that was painted in my counte- 
nance, he told me, that nothing was more 
commonly pradiftd. " Yes"; added the 
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news writer, " the gentleman muft certain- 
ly allow, that when a Falfehood has been 
paid for, it is not rcafonable to expedt, 
that it can be contradifled for nothing ! — 
It would be qmtcdiji^oncur ah/e r' " What!" 
cried I, with an emotion no longer to be 
fupprefled, ^* and is it then in the power of 
a piece of gold, to procure circulation to 
ivhatever untruths the bafe malignity^ 
of envy or of hatred may choofe to 
diftate ? are tbcfe the articles of intel- 
ligence, diffufcd at fuch vaft expence, 
over this Chriftian kingdom? Ah! ye 
fimple peopled whom diftance has hap- 
pily prefcrved in ignorance of the ways 
of news writers, how, Jittle do ye know 
the real value of what ye fo liberally pay 
for!" 

So much was I dilgufted, that if ray 
own chara61fer alone had been concern- 
ed, I wotdd rather have fubmittcd to the 
evil, than to the remedy. — As it was, I 
threw down the guinea and departed, 
^vith rather lefs reverence for the authen- 
ticity of newfpapcr intelligence, than I 
tad entertained at my entrance. 

The difagreeable confequences of this 
affair, have not flopped here ; I can no 
longer ftir abroad, without attracting the 
gaze of obferyation- — Places of public 
entertainment are filled by the bare ex- 
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pe£latioa of beholding me; all thofc 
of refoit, ia the out-&irt&of the town, 
have adveriifed nie, as part of their bill 
cf fare ; and I am this evening dilap- 
poaQted of the pleafure I expend, at a 
new fpccies of amufement, called a Maf- 

Suerade, from feeing in the newfpaper, 
lat my intendon h known to the public. 
In fine, I can no longer find happinefs in 
thi$ metropolis, and would with pleafure 
at I his moment re-embark on the bofom c^ 
that ocean, whofe diilant waves now beat 
agaioft the happy fliores of India. Some 
weeks iiiuft elaple, before fuch an opportu. 
nity can be found. I (hall, therefore, ia 
theinteiim, avail myfelf of the'politeand 
friendly invitation of Lady -Grey, and ibc 
family of the Ardehts, to go imo theocwo- 

.iry. • . - ■ • 

If I can prevail upon the philofophcr 
.to acoonipauy me, I ihall indeed bq hap- 
py. And let not Maandaara, too^ niuct 
eiiult over the dirappoincment cf his friend; 
when I confefs to him, that e-xpericoce 
has now con\ meed me, that, though the 
novelty of manners and opinions, may 
prockiCQ amufement, ^nd the v^iety of 
humcin cltaraciers afford fgnie degree oi 
inftrudtion, it is the Society of the friend 
we efleern, that can aione folace and fausfv 
the heart ! 
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When I vainly flattered myftlf, wkli 
obtaining the company of Severan, I had 
entirely forgot his experiments. He 
has-^ now- engaged in them A^'ith renewed 
ardour j and fo deeply is he interefted in 
their fuccels, that no motive, Icfs power- 
ful than the pofTibility of relieving a fel- 
low creature in diftrefa, would be fuf- 
ticieot to make him quit his laboratory. 
The morning after that in which we had 
vifiied the building allotted to the recep- 
tion of the unfortunate people, whom 
ihefe goed Chriftians ha^ve ih pioufly 
devcrted to Eemen*, I paid a. vifit to the 
wtMthy feraily who had been refcued from 
Ac punifhment of poverty, and nfter 
bavii^ doat what wa« in my power to 
prefcrvc them from being found guilty of 
». }ike crime m- fu^are, direded them to 
return to Severan, the fum he had fo gene- 
loufly advanced. 

Buitbough 1 am thus deprived of his 
coisipaoy for the prefent,. h* promifestq 
joia me, as ft)on as his fcientitic engage- 
ments will admit. And in- the mean 
time, he tell« me, I may cxpeft aftiufe- 
ra^nt (I wonder he oid not rather fay 
inftruflion) from the charaders I (hall 
i^eet at Sir Caprice Ardeot*s* This m^n 
of many minds, has left hie tempks 

* The Prince of Hell. 
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and his turrets, his pillars and pillaflers, 
his arcades and his colonades, to be 
finiflied by the next lover of arcbite^ure, 
who may chance to fpring up ia the 
family ; and has retired into the country,, 
to enjoy, without in^jnuption, the calm 
pleafures of philorophy. The philofo- 
phy which at prefent engroffes the (bul 
nf the Baronet, is, however, of a dif- 
ferent fpecies from that which engages 
tie capacious mind of Do£lor Severan* 
It is a philofophy which difdaiBS the 
How procefs of experiment, a,nd chiefly 
glories in coutradifiing common fefife* 
itsmainobjedt is, to fhew that the thingi^ 
which are^ are not^ and the things which arc 
noty are : and this is called Metaphyfics. 

As I underftand the matter, the art of 
thefe metaphyseal cbani^pioos lies, in puz- 
zling . each other, and the beft puzzler 
carries dS the prize^ 

While thefe Ghrifti^n-born philofo- 
phers pique themfelves in tUEping from 
light, to walk in the darknefs of th^ir 
own vain imaginations, may the words 
that are written in the " Ocean of WiA 
dom,** never efcape from our remem- 
brance ! 

*• Though one fliouTd be intimately 
** acquainted with the whole circle of Sci* 
*' cnces, and mailer of the principles, on 
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*' v,hich the moft abftrufe of them are 
^ founded ; yet, if this knowledge be un- 
accompanied by the humble worfhip of 
the Omnifcient God, it ftiall prove al- 
together vain, and unprofitable .** 
I have heard of a conveyance, which, 
although not eligible for myp^rfnnal ac- 
commodation, yet wnll ferve to tranfmit 
this letter to my friend. 

May he who poffeffes the eight attri- 
butes, receive your prayers ! May you 
.ivalk in the Ihadow of Veeflmu ! and 
when by the favour of Varuna, this letter 
ftiall reach the dwelling of Maandaara, 
may he read its contents wiihllie fame 
feniimeotsof friendfliip, as now beats in 
the bofom of Zaarmilla. The brother 
iof Zamarcabda faliues the fifter of his 
heart, and v/eeps over the tender bloffom 
he entruftcd to her bofom. O that by 
her care, his mind may be nourifhed by 
the refreftiing dew of early viitue ! What 
can I fay moic ? 

* This paffage appears to have been talc en from 
the Tervo-Vaulcver Kuddel, a compofition which 
bears the marks of confiderable antiquity, and 
which, though written not by a Bramin, but a Hin- 
doo of the loweft order, is held in )iigh eftimationr' 
for the beauties of its poetry, and intrinfic value of 
its precepts. Part of if has been lately jranilaied 
bto Englifti, by Mr. Kinderfley. ^/f>/^^>\ 
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LETTER XY. 



PaAISIf to Ganefa^ How would tbe 
God, whofe fymbol is an Elephant's Head, 
have been aftoniihed, could he have de- 
frended to have been a fpeftatcfr of the 
fcene I have juft aow vv^kneffed ? Had 
he beheld, m what a ridiculous light 
ke is reprefented by the PhHofophcrs of 
Europe, who pretend to be his worfliip-< 
per5, I am afraid, he would have been 
more tbaahalf afbatnedof hts voi:aries. 
But let me not amickpate. You maft 
travel the whole journey : and^ according 
to my plan of pua£lual and minute infor- 
matioO) you muft be told> that I left Loa* 
don the morning after that in which my 
laftepiftle was coBjcluded. And travd;« 
ling, after the manner of die country, in a 
carriage drawn by four horfes, which were 
changed every fix or eight cofs, at Choul- 
tries, replete with every convenience, and 
occupied by the politeft, and civileft, and 
the mod hofpitable people, I have, fince 
my refidence in Europe, ever encomitered. 

* The God of WifdoiB, whofe fymbol h the Hea4 
ot an Elephant. 
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Wherever I flopped, fmiles of wel- 
come fat OQ every brow, nor was the. 
benign fauvity of their manners, con- 
fined to myfelf alone ; it extended even 
to my domellics ; and was particularly 
evmced in the cordial lopks, and kindly 
greetings b^ftowed on my Englifti Sircar, 
who has the uncontrouled diiburfement 
of my mcMiey. 

J had already travelled upwards of two 
hundred mvles (about one hundred of 
our cofe) without meeting with any ad- 
venture without notice ; and had turned a 
few miles out of the great road, into that 
which leads to the Baronet's, when on 
ftopping to change horfes, at the Inn of 
a paltry village, I met with an unexpefled 
delay. They had no horfes at home. I 
was, therefore, under the neceflity of 
waiting for the return of a pair, which 
the landlord aifured me, would be back 
in lefs than half an hour, and fhould then 
proceed with me immediately, I was a 
little furpriled, to hear him propofe hav- 
ing ray carriage drawn by one pair, a^ my 
Englifh fervaut had affured me, it was a 
thing impojffible. And his judgment had 
been confirmed, not only by tihe London 
horfe-hirer, let by the Mafter of every 
Inn upon the road. Eut as the road was 
now more broken, and more hilly, than 
1 had hitherto travelled, I found that 

F 5 



( 130 ) 

two horfes would be fufEcient. • And 
for thefe two, I refolved to wait with all 
poffible patience. — I do not know that 
I have hitherto mentioned to you, that m 
this country, there are various ways of 
iheafuring time : and that, what is with 
trades-people, inn-keepers, fervants, &c. 
called live minutes, is feldom lefs than 
one hour, by the fun-dial. Wh^t they call 
an hour, is a very undeterminate period 
indeed ; being fometimes two hours, and 
as I have frequently known it, with my 
>'ngli(h fervant, fometimes the length of a 
whole evening. Making up my mind> 
therefore, to Ipend two or three hours, at 
this forry village, I was not a little pleafed, 
to hear, that I had the profpedi of fome 
company ; and that two gentlemen from 
Sir Caprice ArdentX were in the fame 
houfe. They foon introduced themfelves 
to my acquaintance ; and it was not long 
before I difcovered, that thefe were two 
of the Philofophers, mentioned to me by 
my friend Severan. 

They informed me, that they had beea 
brought to the village on a difagreeable 
errand. They had, it feems, been flapped 
and robbed in their way from London 
to Ardent-Hall. The robber was now 
ill cuflody, but their evidence was ne* 
ceffary for his commitment to piifon. On 
this account, they were defired to appear 
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before a Magiftrate ; and as I rejoice in 
every new fcene, from which I can hope 
to acquire a new idea, I gladly accompa-* 
tiied them thither. Little did I know, 
what acquifitions were to be made to my 
flock of knowledge ! or, that in the fimple 
bufinefs of recognizing the perfon of a 
robber^ I was to be made acquainted with 
a complete fyftem of Philofophy. Alas! 
ignorant that I was ! I knew not that to 
involve the firaplelt queftion in perplexity, 
and to veil the plain di^^ates of common 
fenfe, in the thick mill of obfcurity and 
doubt, is an eafy matter with metaphyfi- 
cal Philofophers ! 

We were Ihewn intq the Hall of Juf- 
lice, and found-Hbe Magiftrate feated in 
his chair. This portly peribnage, who in 
figure very much refembled thofe images 
of the Mandarines of China, which are 
often to be feen botfi in Afia and Europe, 
with due folemniiy of voice, addrefling 
himfelf to the eldeft of the two gentle- 
men, defired him to examine the features 
of the culprit, who now flood before him, 
and fay, whether he was fatisfied as to 
his identity. " Much may be faid upon 
the fubjed of identity^ replied Mr. Puz- 
zkdorf ; " the greateft philofophers have 
differed in their opinions concerning it, 
and ill would it become me, to decide 
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upon a gueftion of fuch vaft importance.'* 
" You have but to look in the man's 
face. Sir," returned the Magiftrate, *^ to 
fee whether he is the identical perfon, 
by whom you have been robbed j and I 
do not fee, what any philolbpher has ta 
fay concerning it." It would ill be* 
come me to inftru6l your .worfhip upoa 
this point," refumed Mr. Puzzledorf^ 
" but his being idenlicaUy the fame, is in 
my opinion, altogether impoflible. Nof 
is my opinion lingular ; happily, it is 
fupported by the moft refpeflab^le autho^ 
iities. Locke, indeed, makes identity 
to confift in confciournefs, but confci- 
oufnefs exifts in fuccdfion, it cannot be 
the Hi me in any two moments. His 
IlypothelTs, therefore, is not tenabre ; in 
faii, 'Watts, Qollius, Clarke, Butlefj, 
Eerkely, Price, Prieftley, all have, in fome 
degree differed from it." " P^ay Sir, 
were thefe gentlemen Juftices of the 
King's Bench ?" interrupted the Magi» 
ft rate ; " if they were not, I muft take 
the liberty of telling you, Sir^ they were 
very impertineiit to interfere in fuch quef- 
tions ! I am not to be taught the bufinels 
of a Juftice of Peace, by any of them-— 
And again alk you, whether, that man^ 
^A'ho calls himfelf Tobias, alias Timothy 
Trundle, be the , very identical, per- 
fon, by whoni you were robbed on the 
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i8lh inftant, oA hU M^efty's higfcway ?" 

*' I mud ggak repeat it/' returned the 

Philofopher^ '^ the thing is impoffibie ; 

it is proved beyond a doubt, that there 

b QD foch quality as permanent ideotity^ 

appertaiaisg to aoy thiQg whatever :^-aad 

tnat no ooe can aoy more remain one and 

the fame perfon for two momeDts toge* 

tber, than that two fiicceffive .moments 

can be one» and the iame momenta Avd 

if you will give me the booour of ftating 

my arguments upon the fubje£^, which I 

ihall do in a manner truly philofopbical^ 

I make no doubt of convincing you» cf 

the truth of my fyftefn. It is, indeed, a 

iyftem fo clear, fo plain, &> uAanfwerable, 

that nothing but the moft wilful blindneft 

and obfttnacy, can refift its truth. ^' That 

I deny," faid Mr. Axiom, intern:i^tiiig his 

fiiend. " I agree with you, that con* 

fcioulners, b4ii:)g frequently interrupted^ 

is not ftrid;}y coniifiuous, and, therefore, 

the continuity of confcioufoeis cannot 

conftitute identity: I alfo allow, that 

wherever tber<^is a chemical combina«- 

tion, there is a correfponding change of 

propeitiesy and that the majority <^ the 

panicles of which the man is compofed^ 

are neceflarily in (ucceffion changed.-***^ 

But, I affert^ and will undertake to prove, 

that there extQs certain ilamina which 
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are never carried off- Where this fta- 
mina is fituated, will^ I koow^ admit of 
difpute. la the heart, fay fome ; in the 
bram, fay others : for my part, I think 
it is moft probable, that it is placed in 
that part of the brain which approaches 
the.neareft poffible to the very top of the 
nofe, vi^hich fituation, is^ undoubtedly, 
the moft convenient for receiving the no- 
tices feat to it from the organs of fight, 
hearing, fmelling, &c. and which may be 
more inconteftibly proved, from the fol- 
lowing arguments : firft** " Fire, and 

fiiry !" exclaimed the magiftrate, " this 
is more than human patience can bear i 
But do not think, gentlemen, that I am to 
be made a fool of in this way ; I fhall let 
you know that it is no fuch eafy matter to 
make a fool of me ! And w^as it not for 
the fake of my worthy friend. Sir Caprice 
Ardent, I fliould let you know the con- 
fequences of infulting one of his Majefty's 
TUftices of the peace, in the exercife of 
his duty. A vile mifdemeanour ! a high 
breach of decorum ! a(^ not to be fuf- 
fered to pafs with impunity. Once for 
all, I defire you. Sir (to Axiom) to exa- 
mine the countenance of the culprit, 
and, without lofs of time, to declare— 
whether he be actually the perfon guilty 
of the alkdgeJ crime ?^^ 
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" As for crime/' replied Mr. Axiom, 
** I abfolutely deny the exiftence of crime 
in any cafe whatever. What is by the 
vulgar erroncoufly called fo, is, jp the 
enlightened eye of philofophy, nothing 
more than an error in judgment. And, 
indeed, according to my friend Doftor 
Scepjtic (Tim Trundle's former matter) 
we have no right to predicate this much. 
—For what is right ? what is wrong > what 
is vice ?• what is virtue ? but terms merely 
relative, and which are to be applied by 
the ftandard of a man's own reafon. IfJ 
for inftance, the reafon of Mr. Timothy 
Trundle, leads him to revolt at the 
unjuft diftributioa of property, and to 
think" it virtue, to give his feeble aid to- 
wards redreffing that enormous abufe, 
who fhall dare to call it wrong ?*' " I 
can tell you, Sir," cried the Tuftice, 
" that the law — will think it righy that 
Mr. Timothy Trundle, fhould be hang- 
ed for fo doing. — Nor, would it be any 
lofs to the world, if all the promulgators 
of fuch dodrincs, the aiders and abettors 
of fuch afts of atrocity, fliared the fame 
fate!'' " That Sir," returned Axiom, 
with great calmnefs, " I conceive to be 
an error of judgment, on the part of your 
worfhip." — " You, however, declare, that 
this is the perfon by whom you were 
robbed r faid the Juftice. '^ Yes,*' re- 
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plied Axiom, '^ I hav'C no fcrupies on tbe 
lubjefl of his perfonal identity ; identity , 
being, as 1 faid before"—" O fay no 
more upon the fubje£l, but kt the ckrk 
jead your affidavit and have done with 
it/* cried the magiilrate. The clerk pro- 
jceeded, and the folemn appeal to the 
Deity — an appeal which fo nearly conce^o-^ 
^ the life of a fellow-creature^ was 
made — ^by the extraordinary, and, to ine» 
incomprenenfible ceremony of kifilng a 
little dirty-looking book ! 

The prifoner^ who had hitherto maiii^ 
tained a ftri£l filence, now addreifed hini- 
felf to Mr. Axiom, to whom, it feems, he 
was well known, having long been ier- 
yaot to his particular friend. He began 
in a fuUen tone, as fbUows : 

." t did not think as how it would 
have been your honour, that would have 
had the heart to turn fo aeainfl me at 
laft. Many a time and oft, have I heard 
you, and my mafter, Do£U)r Sceptic, fay,, 
that all mankind were equal, and that 
the poor had as good a right to property 
as the rich. You laid, moi^over, that 
they were all fools, that would not make 
the moft they could of this world, feeing 
as how there was no other; for that re- 
ligion was all a hum, and the Parfon a 
rogue, who did not himfelf believe a 
word of k.— Nay, the very laft day that 
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ertr I attfindftd: yoa at dinner, did not 
yoa fay, again and sigain, that Kings^ 
Princes, and Prime Minifters, were all 
worfe than pick-pockets ? And yet now 
you would go for to hang me, for hav- 
ing only civilly aiked a few guineas, to 
make up a little matter of lo&, I had had 
in the Lottery. I wonder you a'nt aiham* 
ed to tarn fo. againft your own words." 
" No, Timothy,** returned the phSofo- 
pher ; " my opiniotis are not fo eafily 
changed. No man, ever yet convinced 
me cJ being in an error. You have only 
to t egret your having lived in a dark age> 
when vulgar ppejudtces fo far pnevail., ae 
to ooniider laws as necelfary to the well- 
being of fodety.-^ut be cocifof (ed» Ti- 
mothy! The age of reafon approaches. 
That glorious serais &ft advancing, in 
which every man Ihall do that whtdi is 
right in his own eyes, and the fear of the 
gallows ihall have as little influence, as the 
fear of hell." 

'' Ah ! that I had kept to my good 
grandmother's whokfome doSrine of hell 
and damnation i" (esclaimed the poor 
Wretch, whom the Juftice*s men were 
now dragging back to prifoo)— •** I fliottld 
not now be at the mercy of a falfe Mead^ 
who laughed me out of the fear of God-*- 
an4 now leaves me to the mercy of the 
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gallows!'' — He continued to fpeak, btrt 
wc could no longer hear. He was drag- 
ged to bis prifon, and we haviing made 
our obedience to the Magiftrate, depart- 
ed. I have been enabled thus circumftan- 
tially, to detail the particulars of this 
curious converfation, from the politenefs 
of the Magiftrate's nephew, who was fo 
kind as to furnifh me with a copy of his 
notes, taken down in, what is called. Shore 
Hand, 

It is poffible, that much of it may ap* 
pear to you unimelligible ; but be not 
difcouraged. How fhould our unen- 
lightened minds, expeft to under ftand the 
language of philofophers, lyice from all J 
can learn, they feldom thoroughly under- 
ftand themfelves ? 

On returning to the Inn, I found the 
horfes in. waiting, the gemlemens' were 
alfo in readinefs, and we proceeded in 
company to Ardent Hall. My reception 
from the Baronet, was very cbrdial. That 
of his Lady, was mdft frigidly polite. Her 
daughter, did not feeni to remember ever 
having feen me before ; but the «lder 
Mils Ardent, Ihook me by the hand, with 
a degree of franknefs, as mafculine as her 
underftanding. 

The converfation of the evening, turn- 
ed, upon the fame topics, that had been 
difcuilTed before the Magiftrate, Mr, Axiom 
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and Mr. Puzzlcdorf doing little more than 
fupport the opinions they had formerly 
advanced. Sir Caprice Ardent, feemcd, 
in general, difpofed to agree with the laft 
Ipeaker ; and Dodor Sceptic, who inade 
pne of the party, made a point of agreeing 
with none. — Mifs Ardent retired to write 
letters, and her Ladyftiip and her daugh-' 
ter, remained as iilent as did the friend of 
Maandaara. 

O Sheermaal! — Wife and learned 
Bramin! — May thy meek and generous 
Ipirit, pardon the prefumption of tny 
ignorance, which refbfing to confide in 
thy experience, periihed in cherifhing 
the ill-founded notion, that all the people 
of England wei*c Chriftians ! — Wuh all 
humility, I now retraft my error : and 
^^oofefis — that of the many religions pre- 
valent in this ftrange country, Chriftianity 
(as it is fet forth in the Shatter) has the 
,froalleft number of votaries : and, ac- 
cording to the accounts of my new friend^ 
is faft journeying to oblivion. 

Much do the Philofophcrs exult, in ex- 
poiing the weaknefs and wickednefs of 
Its authors. Thefe artful and deiigning 
men, who having entered into a com- 
bination to lead the moft virtuous lives, 
having bound tbemfelves to the practice 
of fortitude and forbearance, meeknefs 
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acKl'mftgDaQimity, piety towards God, aad 
benevolence to all mankind^ weakly and 
fooliihly, refufed to take to thetnfelves 
any merit for their condod; and renpanc* 
ing all worldly hoDour-s and interefts, re« 
%Qed tbemfelves to perfecmion, pains, 
tortures, and death, in &pf»rt of the trntk 
of their doftrmes. 

' AH this appears very fbolHb in the 
eyes of the Philofophers ;, who, jfudging 
c(F others by themielves, pronounce fo^ 
much felfcdenial, fortitude, and forbear- 
ance, to be utterly impoffible. The God 
of the Chriftians, appears in their eyes^ 
as very rcafooabte, in exa^ing purity of 
beart*-^aiid humility &'om his votai^ias. 
They therefbre, thank it is doing much 
ftrvice to mankind, to ficetbeni from liiefe 
uae»fy csftr^iats, and to. iMdthem toitiie 
worihip of Dewiah, that are not quite fo< 
unreafonable. 
. To make the attempt y is >all that is necef- 

faty, towards obtaining the appeH^lioii of 
Thilofopher. 

On ' exiimining the Cofha*, I found, 
indeed, that rfie word Phiiofophefe, was 
faid to figiiify, .**^a niandeep in know- 
ledge, either moral or natural— i>tft from 
n>y own experience, I can pronounce the 
definition to be nugatory : and tbat thofe 
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"who uiually call tbeipfelv^s fuch, axe im8, 
who, witbout much kcowledge, eiihcr 
moral or Jiatural> ea^ttain a high idea of 
their own fopjeriority, fr«m having the 
•temerity to rejeft whatever has the fano- 
Jdoo of experieace, and common fenfe. 

The poojah of Philofopbera is pei?T 

fcrmed to certain idols, called SyHems. 

The faith of each fyftemhas been pro- 

gfnulgated by the prieft, who either &ft 

formed the idol, or firft ietitnp lo re- 

jceive. the poojah of the credulous. This 

faith, is received by the votary of the 

iyftem with qndoubtbg confidence, and 

<lefended with the fervency of pion4 

j:eal. It moft be confefled., that this 

zeal, fometirties carries the Philofophcxs 

to a pitch of intolerance, that is i'epug- 

;Qant to the feelings of a Hindoo. Never 

4id the moft bigoted derveifti * of the 

Muffulmans,. betray more abhorrence at 

the fight of the Idob of the Pagoda, thaa 

is eviopod by the worfbipper of fyftem 

towards a Chiiflian prieff ! And yet, fo 

far are the latter from returning any portioa 

<5f this difiike, that the majority of them 

* The antipathy of xh^ Muffulmans to every 
fpeclcs of Id^iatry, is ftlll ihe occaiioxi -of frequeot 
difturbance to ihe Hiiidoos, in the performance of 
tiie lVj>erliilious ceremonies of their reli^ion^ 
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are very careful not to of end ttie Philofo- 
phers, b^ too rigid an adh^nce to the pre*- 
cepta of that 3hafter^ to which they know 
their adverfariea have fuch an infupcrable 
antipathy. 

All the Philofopbers now at Ardent- 
Hall, perform poojah to ditferent fyftems : 
and feem to have no opinion in common, 
e:;cept the expedation of the return of the 
Suttee Jogue, which they diftinguifhed by 
the nsLtae of 7^e Age of Reafon. 

In this blefled sera of parity atnd per- 
feflion, it is believed by each of the 
Philofopbers, that the worftiip of his 
Jdol ihall be eftabliflied ; and the doc* 
trines of his pi left, be the faith of the 
world. 

" Then,'' fays Mr. Puzzledorf, '' will 

be evinced the dignity of man. "' for this is 

the Idol to which Mr. Puzzledorf, pro- 

fefles the performance of poojah. You 

are^ perhaps, curious to kuow in what 

this dignity confifts ? Know, then, that it 

appears, from the rcfearches of the pricft 

of Mr. Puzzledorf— that fome diflference 

in point of organization, doth a£)uaily 

exift between him and a Bamboo, or a 

Bramble-bufh : no brain having as yet 

been difcovered in any of the vegetable 

tribes. Should fuch a difcovery crown 

the labours of fome future Phiiofopher, 

what a fad ftroke will i: be to the dig- 
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mtyof Man! He will then be reduced 
to a level, not only with, the beafls of the 
field, but with the very trees of the foreft ! 
The firailarity is already too confpicuous. 
Like them, he is doomed flowly to ad- 
vance to qpturity; ftiortly to flourifh, 
and quickly to decay. Like them too, 
according \p the faith of Mr. Puzzle* 
dorf, he is doomed to moulder into duft, 
from which, there is no hopes of refufcir 
lation, ijo. profpe&of revival! — Such id 
ihe eyes of the adherents of this fyftemj 
is the vaunted dignity of Man ! 

The Idol of Mr. Axiom, is the little 
ilamina.at the top of the nofe. This, he 
declares to be imperiftiable, and that it 
niuftof neceffity exift to all eternity. — 
To the faith ot Mr. Axiom, Mr. Puz- 
zledorf oppofes an argument, that is 
frequently made ufe of by the bigoted 
of all feds, againft the opinions of their 
Adveifaries : — viz. That it is nonfetife. 
He fays, moreover, that in the age of 
reafoo, it will inconteftihly appear, that 
every panicle is alike liable to the de- 
compofition which thofe poor bodies cf 
our's mull undergo in the. laboratory of 
death, who * is too good a cbemift to 
fuller a little favouriie Stamina of Mr. 
Axiom, to efcape him. Both*. Philofo- 
phers appeal for the truth of their fyftems, 
xo ihe ei:periments of Dcilor Severan. 
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Alas ! little does the good DoiSior think, 
that the eziftenee of tftitureftate, depends 
upoD the management of bis crucible ! 

I have not been able todifcover the 
name of the Syfteie, to which Etoftor 
Sceptic pays his vovrs, tifc only thiag 
I have ever heard him attempt to prove, 
is, that aothing ever was, v/Ul, or can be 
proved. All religions being, in his 
-opinion, equally falfe, ridiculous, aad 
abfurd. But, though he performs not 
|X)OJah to the Idols of any of liis brother 
Philofophers, it is the religion of Chrit 
tianity, againft which, the arrows of his 
farcafm are chiefly pointed. When aa 
opportunity occurs of venting the over- 
ftojwings of his zeal, in a fneer at aoy of 
the opinions or praAices of the Chrif- 
tians, his rigid features relax, into a 
fmileof triumph, which, for a moment, 
difpels from his countenance the gloom 
of difcdtntent* It feems to have been the 
endeavour of his life, to eradicate from 
his bofom, thofe focial feelings and af- 
fedions, which form fo great a part 
of the felicity of common mortals. — A 
ftranger to the animatipg glow of friend- 
Ihip, and the tender confidence of efteem; 
he confiders all attachments, as a proof 
of weaknefs — into which, if he has ever 
in any degree relaxed — it is in &vour of 
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a nephew, a hopeful yoiith, whom he 
piques himfelf upon having freed from 
the prejudices he had conltaded from a 
pious father, .at whofe piety, and whofe 
prejudices, the young man now laughs in 
a very becouiing manner! 

The luol to whofe fervice this young 
man hath<levoted himfelf, is called Athe- 
ifm. From all that I have been abk to 
learn, Atheifm is an infernal deity, who 
demands of his votaries, fuch cruel fa- 
crifices — that every oneinkiated fatp the 
myfteries of this faith, niuft make a fo- 
lem'n and abfolute renupciation of the 
ufe of his fenfes — Ihut his €ycs upon the 
fair volume of Nature— «and deny to his 
heart, the plcalhrabk ^emotions ot admi- 
ration and gratitude.! 

Such are the facrific^s re<j«ired by this 
Idol, even from its fpeculative vota- 
ries. The zeal of its pradlical profelytes, 
carries them ftill farther, — I am told, that 
the female converts feldom fail to make 
an offering to Atheifm, of their peace, pu- 
rity, and good fame; and that of hs wor- 
ihippers, among the lower orders of men, 
numbers every year fuffer martyrdom, at a 
place called Newgate; which I fuppofe 
to be a temple dedicated to this fuperftiti- 
•on. - » 

What are the pofthiraious honours, 
which the martyrs of Atheifm, receive 

Vol. II. G 
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Tom iheir brethren, the phtlofopbcrs, I 
have not been able to difcover, as it is 
a rub}e£l on which the philofophersoio- 
deilly decHoe to expatiate* 

From the converfatioDs that I have 
overheard, between the ne{^w of Do£ioc 
Sceptic, and Mr. Vapour, who is one 
of the moft renowned teachers of this 
fanth, 1 find, that its adherents perform 
poojah to certain inferior Dewtah, cal- 
led £xiAing, or External, circumftances, 
energies, andpowers^ of whom, I am not 
yet fufficiently prepared to fpeak. 
~ Mn Vapour is particularly tenacions 
of his faith, which isy indeed, of a- ve- 
ry extraordinarjr nature. Rejeiiing all 
the received opinions that have hither- 
to prevailed in the world, and mterly 
difcrediiing the circunillances upon, which 
they have been founded ; he referves his 
whole ftock of credulhy ftjr fiiturity. 
Here his faith is ib ftrong, ^ats to bound 
over the barriers cf prababiUty^,^ to unite 
all that is difcordant in nature, send to be** 
lieve in things impoihfale. 

The age of rcafon, is thooghi, by Mr. 
Vapour, to be very near at hand. No- 
thing, he faj's, is fo ealy, as to bring it 
about immediately. It'is only to perfaade 
the people in power to refign it« exercife; 
the rich to part with their property.; and 
with one conlent, to aboliih. all . laws, 
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aod ptit aneiid toailg6verditient> " Tbeo/' 
fays this; credulous philofopher, " (hall we 
fee tfct pei-fedion of virtue 1 Not fuch 
virtue^ it is true, as ba$ heretofore pafied 
correot lOBi the world. Benevoleoce will 
Botthen be h^ard of; gratitude, will be 
codfidered as a crime, and puniihed with 
ihe ccxitempt it fo juftly deferves. Filial 
aSedion would, no doubt, be treated 
as a erime of a ftill deeper dye, but that, 
to 'prevent the poflibility of Juch a breach 
of virtue; no mao, in the age of reafon, 
Ihall be able to guefs who his father is ; 
nor -any woman to fay to her hulband, 
behold your fon, Chaftity, Ihall then ,be 
coofidered as a weaknefs, and the virtue 
of a female eiiimated according as ihe has 
h^^ fufficicnt energy, to break its mean 
reftraiiits. " To what fublime heights," 
exclaims this fapient pbilofopher^ ^^ may 
we not exped that virtue will then be 
feen to foar !*r-By deftroying the domef- 
tic affedioas, what an addition will be 
made to human happinefs ! And whea 
man is no longer cotrupted by the lender 
aid endearing ties of brother, iifter, wife, 
a&d child, how greatly will his -difpofi- , 
tions be meliorated! The fear of punilh- 
menttoo, that ignoble bondage> which, 
at prefent, reftrains the energies. of fo 
many great men, will no longer damp 
the noble ardour of the. daring robber, 
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or the midnight thief. Nor will any 
man thea be degraded by working for 
another. The divine energies ot the 
foul vAM not then be flifled by labour- 
ing for fupport. What is neceffary, 
every individiiai may, without difficulty, 
do for himfelf. Every man Ihall then 
tiH his own field, and cultivate his own 
garden.''—*' And pray how axe the Ladies 
to be clothed in the age of reafon ?" afked 
Mifs Ardent. — ^' Any Lady,'* replied 
the philofopber, " who cboofes to wear 
clothes, which, in this coW cliraat^i may 
by fome be confidered as a matter of 
necefBty, muft herfelf pluck t\tt wool 
from the back of the fhcep, and fpin it 
on a diftaff, of her own making." " But. 
f!.ic cannot weave it/* rejoined Mils Ar-* 
dent, '* without a loom; a loom cannot 
well be made without iron* tools, and 
iron tools can have no exiftence without 
the aggregated labours c^ many indivi* 
duals/' ^'True," returned Mr. Vapour: 
and it is therefore probarble, that in 
the glbrious aera I fpcak of, men will 
again hav^ recourfe to the fkins of beafts 
*for covering; and thefe will be procured 
according to the ftiength and capacity 
of the individual. A fummer's drefe, 
may be made of the fkins of mice, and 
fnch animals; while thofe of ftieep, hares, 
horfes, dogs, &c. may be worn in w'w^ 
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ter. Sach things may, for a time, take 
place. But as the human mind advances 
to that perfeSion, at which, when de- 
prived ojf religion, laws, and govern- 
ment, it is deftined to arrive, men will^ 
no doubt, poflefs fiifficient enefgy^ to re- 
fift the effefts of cold; and to exift, not 
only without clothing, but without food 
alfo. When reafon is thus far advanced, 
an effort of the mind will be fufficient to 
prevent the approach of difeafe, and flop 
the ^progrefs of decay. People will not 
then be fo foolifti as to die." ** I can 
believe, that in the age of reafon, wo- 
men won**! be troubled with the vapours," 
replied Mifs Ardent, *' but, that they 
Ihould be able to live w ichout food and 
clothing is another affair." " Women!" 
repeated Mr. Vapoui-, • with a contemp- 
tuous fmile; ** we (hall not then be trou- 
bled with — women. In the age of rea- 
fon, the world fhall contain only a race 
of men! !" 

Nothing could be fnore repugnant, 
to the opinions of Mifs Ardent, than this 
affertion — This worthy daughter of Se- 
refwati is firmly perfuaded, that, in the. 
age of reafon, a very different dodviae 
will be eftablifhed. It is her opinion, 
that the perfeftion of the female undei- 
ftaiiding will then be univerldlly acknow- 
ledged* 
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She pants for that bleffed peiiod, when 
the eyes of men ftall no longer be at- 
ua£led by "the charms of youth and 
beauty ; when mind, and mind alone, 
fliall be thought worthy the attention of a 
philofopher. 

In that wi(hed-for sera, the talents of 
women, fbe fays, ftall not be debafed by 
houfebold drudgery, or their noble fpirits 
broken by bale fubmilfion, to ufurped 
authorky. The reins will then be pot 
into the hands ci wifdom ; and as w*oinen 
will, in the age of reafon, probably be 
found to have the largeft fhsire, it is they 
who will then drive the chariot of ftate, 
and guide the fteeds of war ! 

Mr. Asciom, whofc deference to the 
opinions of Mifs Ardent is implicit and 
unvariable, perfedly coincides in her 

opinion. " Who,*' faid he, the other 

evening, in difcourfing upon this fub- 
je6i ; " who would look for mind, in the 
infipid features of a girl ? It is when the 
countenance has acquired a cbara£ler, 
which it never can do under the period 
of forty, that;^it becomes anobjeftof ad- 
miration, to a man of fenfe. Ah ! how 
different is the femiment w^hich it then 
infpires!" The tender figh, which w*as 
heaved by Mr. Axiom, at the conclufion 
of this fentence, in vibrating ou the ears 
of Mifs Ardent, feemed to touch fome 
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pJeafant ui^ifon, that overfpread her coim- 
teoance with a fmile. You, my friend, 
will, I doubt not, fmile alfo, ar hearing of 
thefe glad tidings for grandmothers; and 
divert yourfelf with thinking, when this 
empire of reaibn ihall be extended to 
thie regions of the Eaft, what curious re- 
volutions it wnll make in the Zenanas of 
Hindooftan ! — May the Gods of our fa- 
thers Jjreferve thee, from the fpirits of the 
de€p^— and the (yftems of philofopbers ! 
What can X lay more ? 



LETTER XVI. 

IVi A Y He, who at all x\mts claims pre- 
ference in adoration, prefcrx'c thee ! ! 

The day after that in which I laft took 
up the reed of inftruflion, fbnie ftrangers 
arrived at Ardent Hall, who bad come 
into the country, on purpofe to }5?e a ce- 
lebrated water-fallj'—ou whofe beauiies, 
they poured out fuch encomiums, as kin- 
dled the flame of curioliiy in my bofom. 

I no fooner expreifed my defire of 
vifiting this fcene of wonders, than Sir 
Caprice, with great politencfs, ordered 
the chief officer of his hoyfchold to at- 
tend me thither. — It was natural to expedt, 
that fome of the philofopbers might 
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have felt an iaclination to view a fcene, 
to the defcriptioa of which, it appeared, 
they were mo ft rangers.— But, alas! to 
the worftiipper of lyftems, the fair face 
of Nature has no charms! — In vain, for 
hiro, does the appearance of Arjoon 
tinge the cheeks of the * cup-bearers of 
the fky, with the crimfon blufh of glad- 
nefs ! In vain, for him, do the robes of the 
feafons, wove in the changeful looms of 
Nature, prefent the ceafelefs charm of 
variety 1 In vain,, for hira, fmiles the foft 
beauties of the blooming valley, when the 
linnet, fitting on his roie-bufh, fings forth 
the praifes of the fpring! And equally ia 
vain, for him, doth Nature expofe to view 
the terrors of her wonder-working arm, 
in the fcenes of fublimity and grandeur ! 
Midft all the beauties of creation, a phi^ 
lofopher fees nothing beautiful, but the 
fyftem which he worfhips ! 

Happily for me, Mr. Trueman, the 
fteward of Sir Caprice, was a ftranger to 
fyftems; but had cultivated fo much 
tafte for th^ beauties of rural landfcape, 
as enabled him to point out to my ob- 
fervation, a thoufand charms, which 
might otherwife have efcaped my no- 
tice. Nor was this the only benefit I 
derived from his fociety. From his plain 

* An appellation for the Clouds, which fre- 
quently ^occurs in A£aiic Poetry. 
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good fenfe, I received more real and ufe- 
fiil information ; in our ride of four 
hpurs, than I had gained in nearly a3 many 
weeks, in the company of, the philofo- 
phers. 

For the diflance of many miles round 
Ardent-Hall, the country is irregular and 
undulating. It abounds in trees, which, 
though they boaft not the height of the 
Mango, or the vaft circumference of the 
Banyan, are neither deftitute of grandeur, 
nor' of beauty. Thefe are not clumped 
together in folemn groves, or gloomy 
jungles; but are fo planted, as to fiir- 
round the fmall fields into which the 
country is divided ; each of which fmall 
enclolures, now fiTiUght with ^he riches of 
the yellow harveft, appeal's like a " Topaz 
ia a fettiug of Emeralds.'' The chear- 
ful afpeft qf the peafants, bufily eitoploy- 
ed in cutting down the grain, while their 
fancies feemed to revel in the fcenc of plen- 
ty, excited the moft pleafurable-emotions 
in my heart; for who but a phrlofopher, 
can " breathe the air of hilarityj and not 
partake of the intoxication of delight *?'' 

The fcene, however, loon changed : an* 
cxtenfiye plain opened before us, where no 

* In feveral paflage* of tKis Letter, the Rajah 
ieems to have adopted the imagery of the Perfian 
Poet InatuUa, of Delhi— with whofe writiros, 
ke was,, doubtlefs, well acquainted* 
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yellow harveft waved its golden head-?^ 
where no tall trees afiorded Ihelter to. 
the traveller — all was wafte and barren. 
Upon inqoiriDg of my inteliigent com- 
panion, the reafoa of thia wonderful 
change, he could only inform me, thaX 
this was called a Commony and that it 
could not be cultivated, without a foleron 
TifX of the Legiflature. I now perceived,, 
that it was from reafbns of ftate, that 
thefe great portions of land (for Com- 
mons occur very frequently in England) 
were fufTered to remain defolate; but 
in vain did I eodeavour to difcover the 
motives, which could induce the govern- 
ment to lay this reftraintoti cultivation. 

As geefe appeared to have here ail ex- 
clufive right of paflurage, I was ihcUned 
to think, thax they might, perhaps, be 
the objpfts of ftiperftitious veneration to 
the Englifh court; but on applying to 
my guide, I' found, that geefe were not 
of the nunyberof proteded animals; and 
that ferfrom being honoured* in the man- 
ner of thofe which are caHed Gam^j ttre 
murder of a goofe might, be peiformed 
without ceremouyv ^7 ^^^ \no^ ignoble 
hand^; Perhaps, thought f, it is from 
the benevolent regarM of .the. mloifter 
towards the' old wonicn- who- keep thcfe 
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noify flocks; but, ajas! a little refle£lioii 
convinced me, that the age of reafon, is 
not yet fufiiciently eftablifhed, to coun- 
teqance the fuppofitioa. It muft, then, 
be from the pious apprelienfion of en- 
dangering the virtue of the people, by 
an overflow of plenty. — If this be really 
the cafe— it muft be confeffed, that a more 
eflVAual method could not be taken to 
briug about the defired end. 

Having paffed- the commons, v;t enter- 
ed into a deep and narrow valley, over- 
hung with frowning rocks; thefe feem- 
ed frequently to 'xlofe upon us, and 
fternly to deny all accefs to the interior 
fcene. A filver ftream, which alternately 
kiffed the feet of the precipices on each 
fide, encouraged us to proceed, and 
gently conrfudled us to the furthermoft 
end of the valley. , It was here, that the 
glories of the catara^ burft upon our 
lenfes'.— But how fhall my feeble pen, 
do juflice to fuch a fcene ? Can I, by 
dftefcriptioa, ftun the ears of Maandaara, 
with the thunder of the falling waters; or, 
prefent to his imagination, the grotefque 
ligures of the rocks, furroiinding the 
magnificent bafon into which they fell? 
Gan 1 bring terror to his- bofom, by 
the ineo^on of the aveivjutting crags, 
which, on one fide, topped the precipice ; 
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Of produce in his mind, the fenfation of 
delight, by a minute defcription of the 
various} trees and fhrubs, whofe thick 
foliage ornamented the oppofite bank ? — 
Ah no ! The talk is impbffible ; or pof- 
fible only to the magic pen of poetry. 
By Zaarmilla, it muft be paffed over in 
lilcncei . 

. We returned to Ardent-Hall, as the 
chaiiot of Suiniya was linking behind the 
diftant hills. On approaching the houfe, 
we beheld a fcene of extraordinary com- 
motion. All was hurry and confufion.-*— 
Men and boys, houfehpld lervants and 
labourers, all feemed engaged , in the 
parfuit'of fome invifible objeft. At 
one part of the lawn, we beheld Dodlor 
Sceptic and Mr. Puzzledorf, cautioully 
ftepping along, and carefully peeping 
into every bulh they paffed; at another 
place, we faw Sir Caprice, attended by 
the reft of the philofophers, carrying a 
large net — which, ivith much care, they 
foftly fpread upon a hedge, and then be- 
gan to beat the roots of the flirubs 
that compofed it, in the moft furious man- 
ner. 

** What ts the matter?*' cried my 
companion, to a lad who was running 
pall us. " What is the occafion of all 
thisbuflle? What, in the name of good, 
nefs, are you all about T " Catching 
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Sparrbws, .Sir/' returned the lad, ia 
bfeathlefs hurry. " Catching Sparrows I" 
repeated the good Steward. " Philofophers^ 
catching Sparrows! That is doing fome 
good with their learning, indeed ! If 
they had begun to this work fooner, the 
early corn in the South field would hav^ . 
been the better for it !'' 

As my "mind has not yet been fuffi- 
ciently contamijiated by the praflices of 
Chriftians, to take pleafure in beholding 
mifery jfnflidled upon any part of the 
animated creation, I haftened fron\ this 
cruel fcene, and took refpge in my 6wn 
apartment, After fome time fpent in 
meditating on the . cruel difpofitions of 
Europeans, ajid in performing poojah 
to the. benignant D^wtah of our fatheia 
— I defcended, to pay my refpciSJs to 
Mifs Ardent, v?hofe ^oice I heard in 
the Hall. ". How happy k is, that you 
have returned to-night !^' exclaimed ftie, 
on perceiving me. " You have come 
in time, to alfift at the mod wonderful of 
all difcoveries ! What will your friends 
in India think, when you tell them, that 
fparrows may be changed into hpney- 
beesr 

, It is a fubjeftv on which none of my 
friends could poffibly entertain a doubt, 
veturoed I; the tranfmigration of foul. 
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ft om body M body, is evidently neceffaprjr 
for its ptftifieatiofl.— 'It is the doCtviMof 
tke Vedafs-^aad ks authority is tinc^uet 
tioftable. ^ But the change I fpeak of, has 
nothing to db with the dodlrine of ttmT- 
migration,'* vtyAued Mik Ard^t. ^ Sfur 
ifparrovrs titt ftill to codtim^ gmd and r^tf 
fparrows: it is only their ltffti»SI^, Ait are 
to undergo a charige', ftoirt thfc potv<ff of 
externat eircumftattces.* So yooBfg Sceptic* 
cBeelared ifhis^ iftomteg ftt' biiiakfaff, aid* 
my brother, wbcfe irtiigiQ^ioil- tikes dre 
at every new idea, declared inftantly, 
that ihe e^fperimenr ffecmld be nrade. 
it is irue,*^ cfotitinued Mifs Ai'dent, 
** this . theory is- &6i eiMfinbd to IparrO^af 
•*-The reafoning faiculifies', of wkich We, 
poor two-legged anrnlak are lb proud-*-^ 
add the Variolas idftiftds, whieh mirlc 
each tribe of rhe brute' creation, all equal- 
ly originate in a combination of external 
ctfcumjlances. And, according to the argu- 
ments of the young philolbpher, I fee np 
jieafon, why, by a proper courfe of cduca-* 
tiod, a ihonkey may nor be a Minifter of 
State, or a goofe. Lord Chancellor, of 
Engidnd/' 

Here a ftop was put to our converfa- 
tion, by the entrahefe of the gentle Aien 
each of whom wa^ fo full of his deeds of 
prowefs, in the engagement with thd 
fparrows, that he could talk of nothing 



( ^59 ) 

elfei Oae hundred Iparrows^ were al- 
ready takea prilbners :— but as this, was 
only one tbii-d of the number declared 
neceffary to form a hive, a reward waa 
ofiered by the Baroiaet, for each live 
fparrow that fiiourd. be brought to the 
Hall in the courfe of the fucceeding day : 
— a meafure which was crowned with fuchi 
faccefs, that» hefcMre fun-fet on the folio w- 
iog evening, the number was declared 
complete- 

Annther tediouSi day elapfed, before 
thje hut deftined for their future relidence, 
could be finiQied ;. thia was made exadly 
afiier the modeji of cko(je 61 the dbmeflic 
bees, which m this country, are built of 
draw, made, into fmaA bundles, and 
bound togethpx: by the fibre§. of an- aquaiic 
planf. Thifi^ hut, or hive, as it is called, 
ooce the fime prcmortioq, to its modbli 
as the fize of a. Iparrow dees to that 
of a bee; it was furnilhed with crofe 
flicks for the'fupport of the combs, and 
that the fpaiTowg might have no- apology 
for not beginning immediately to work, 
great care was taken that no conve- 
nience lifually afforded to the bees, fhouM 
be wantiiig.T-After undergoing a care^ 
ful examination by the. pbilofophers, this 
huge-fparrow-hlve was placed upon 9r 
platform, that, had been reared for its 
receptioq^j' and the iparrows having been 
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hrought in baikets to the (pot} Sir Ca^ 
price Ardent, in prcfence of all the phi- 
lofbphers, with his own hand, pair by 
pair, depofited tl^em in their new abode,- 
The apparent fatisfa£lion with .which 
they entered their hive, gave fuch a con- 
vincing proof of the power of external 
circumilances, as already rendered Sir 
Caprice a complete convert to the fyftem. 
At the conclufion of the ceremony,, 
be cordially (hook hands with the young 
philoibpher, and requefting the reft 
of the party would excufe him for 
the evening, he retired to his ftudy, to 
begin a journal of thefe important pro- 
ceedings, with which he intended to illu- 
minate the world. 

At the firft indication of the dawa 
of morning, I went, as is my conftant prac- 
tice, to the river fide, and after the per- 
formance of the accuftomary poojah, and 
having bathed in the refrefhing- flream, I 
ftrolled into that part of the garden, where 
the honey-making fparrows were placed. 

It was at an hour when my medita- 
tions have here never been difturbe^ by 
the appearance of a fellow mortal. Judge 
then of my furprife, at beholding the 
Baronet, who, wra,pped in his night- 
robes, flood at the fide of the new ercfted 
hut, liftening with. eager ears, to catch 
the firft found that fhould emanate fronk 
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Its precin£ls— on perceiving me, he made 
the (ignal of filence, and - then bee- ' 
koning nie to approach— enquired in a 
foft whifper, whether I did not hear the 
fparrows hum ? I told him, that I did 
indeed hear a humming noife; but be- ^ 
lieved, that it proce€;ded from a folita- 
ry bee, which was hovering over the 
adjoining Ihrubs. Chagrined at my dif- 
covery, the Baronet turned from me, in 
difpleafure, and went into the fioufe. 

Many,' were the vifits, which, in the ' 
courfe of this day, were made to the new 
hive. It was foon difcovered, that the 
fparrows had been fo' far impelled by 
the preffure of exijiing circumjlance^ as 
to go abroad in the morning, in queft of 
neceffary food ; and it was hoped by the 
philofophers, that, as is the cuftom of 
bees, they would return before the de- 
cline of day, to depofit their yellow fpoils. 
But alas ! fallacious is the hope of mor- 
tals! The fhades of evening arrived, 
and night fucceeded, fpreading her dark 
mantle over the face of Nature, but not 
a fparrow appeared ! 

Mifs Ardent, whofe knowledge ex- 
tends to all the particulars of rural econo- 
my, on perceiving the vexation of her 
brother, fugge^led the idea, that the fpar- 
rows had probably fwarmed on fome tree 
in the neighbourhood, where they might 
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remaiQ in fa&ty ^11 tlie fULowing day ; 
*^ and then," continued ftie, " if they 
fhew any iDclioatkm to fly off, they may 
eafily be fixed> by beatvog the fiyh^<*pan6y 
as they do ud a fwarm of bees/' 

. This hint from MifsArdenl, re- kindled 
the expiring fiame of hope m the breads 
of the philoropher8.-~---Next momkig» 
which proved a very- rainy ooe, word was 
brought, that a number of the fugitives 
were feen in a hawthociMree, at the 
bottom of the lawn — thither the philofi> 

J)ber& inilantly repaifed^ each armed with 
ome culinaiy yaftnudent^ which^ as fooa 
as they reached the place> tbey began to 
beat, in foch a manner as might have 
arrefted the Sun m the entrance of the jaws 
of the Crocodile! 

Loft wasvthe labour of thephilofbphers! 
who^ in this ioftance, exerted their ta- 
lents ia vain. Inft^d of gathering toge* 
ther in a. cluAer, as was expedi^, no 
fooner did the dUcprdant fouiads from the 
inftruments of the philoTophers reach the 
hearing of the fparrows, than away they 
flew to another tree. Thither they were 
again purfued, but flill the more noife 
that was made, the lefs did the fparrows 
feem inclined to Men. The mafter of the 
be^s,. declared, that be had never feeu 
a fwarm fa uamans^eable !. 
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Wet, aiki -whirled. Sir Caprfce and his 
leansed gueft^;'8t kcg«h retwDed into 
ilie houfe. Mife Ardem, add Mr* Axioni, 
thought it k' gK^od opportatyiry t© la«gb 
at the fyftcm "of the youeg phitoftspher; 
who, cn^ his part, defemkd the infellibility 
of his Idol, by deckrifig, that the experi- 
meBt had n6t " been fully made : — that 
the habits of old fparrc^ws were not eafily 
conquered ;-*-but that * yMng ones, or 
yooog birds of any kind^ he was ftill 
c>oteThneed, if taken befere their habill^ 
were fiifikicBtly femied/ would be found 
to obey the necefl^ of exifiiDg circum- 
fiances, exa<ftly as did the Iktle ufe&l in- 
fe6l«, of whole infiindlive fagacky, igno* 
riaoce had faid fo nxueh« 

The hint was neit lofl: trpon the Baronets 
A reward ft>r tiefilings, 6f every defcrip- 
tion, was again offered: and again at- 
tended with the wiftied-lbr fuccefe.— 
Ah! bow aiany loving paii^ among the 
feathered tribes, were, for the* lake of 
this experiment, bereft of their infant 
families! The groveis refounded with 
the plaints ef woe ! But little pain did 
the forrows of the mouniers give to the 
heart of the young fyftemift. By his 
advice, the little birds, after having 
had their bills rtibbed With honey, were • 
Ihut up in the hive, with a portion 
of the fame fweet food, for their fubfif- 
tance. 
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On the eveoing of thf third 4ay, which 
was the cooclufion of their deftined term 
of probation, the entraace to the hive was 
opened, but not a bird came forth ; every 
method was taken to entice them jibroad 
— but in vain. At length, by the aflif- 
tance of the fervaats^ their habitation was 
fo far raifed, as to enable the philofopbers 
to take a peep within* Sight of horrora ! 
and fmell, ftill worfr than the %ht! 
The lifelefs cojpfes of the three hundred 
Wf-flcdged . neftlings lay. at the bottom 
of their hive, in a promifGUous heap—' 
" They have^^jpffeaually^fwarmed at laft 1'* 
faid Mr* Axioiaw^— j-Neitber the Baronet, 
nor the young philQfq>her, ftaid to make 
any remark— bat every otie putting his 
fingers to his npfe-r-impelled by the mcejffi^ 
ty 6i exijling circumJianctSy hurried from 
the difmal fcene.". 

. Such, Maandaara, are the illufive pban- 
toms which the all pervading fpirit, the 
fovereign Maya, prefents to the perceptioa 
oFtnetaphyfical Philofojph^rs! 

May Ganefa, averting calamity, pre- 
fcrve to thee the ufc of thy fenfes ! .Audi 
may the p^ojab performed for thy friend, 
by the holy Bramins of Almora, pre* 
ferve his mind from the c^tamination qF 
fyftems ! What caui.fay more ? 
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LETTER XVn. 



IVIY time, for th^fe two piaft days, has 
been occupied in a manner, that, I hope, 
will give pleafure-to Maandaara. 

I have been engaged in tranflating for 
your perufal, the g;:eateft paft of a very 
long epiftle, with which Dodlor Severan 
has had the goodnefs to favour his unwor- 
thj^ fervant. 

According to previous agreement, I 
tranfnnittcd to him, all that 1 had written 
to you lince my amval at Ardent-Hall; 
intreating him to favour me with fuch 
ftrifilures upon it, as he thought might 
be neceflaTy, towards giving me more 
3uft ideas upon the fnbjefls of which X 
had treated. 

In his obfervations, the Doflor docs 
not follow me through the particular 
iyftems of the phiJofophers ; but fpeaks, 
in general terms, of the efiedls produced, 
by what he calls Scepticifm ; which, ac- 
t^Ording to the great Englifh Cofha, is 
the art of doubting. But you Ihall 
have it, as nearly as the different idioms 
of the two languages will permit, in his 

own words. After opening his letter 

\inh the ufual exordium, he thus pro- 
ceeds : , • 
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" Knowing the ardpur with which 
you purfue kaowledge,* aind .the ilrong 
inclination that impels you to invefli- 
gale the caufes of -the different pheno- 
mena which prefent themfelves to your 
obfervation, I cheerfully comply witt 
yaur requeft. 

" The hiftory of Literature is ihtir 
mately connd6lc4 with the revolutions 
of Empires; and amoog all the rude 
llorms which have affailed it, in none 
did it fuifer more^ than ia that which it 
endured, together with tlie government, 
of ancient Rome. . Literature was, by 
this event, effeflually driven from thole 
countries where it had formerly flourifbed; 
and, during a long period (emphatically 
diflinguilhed by eur hiftorians, by the 
epithet of dark) learning was almoft 
completely obliterated. In this aera of 
ignorance, lupeiftitioa eftablifhed her 
gloomy reign ; and when the attention 
of men was ouce more turned to literary 
purfuits, the objedts they had . to fui- 
niount were new and numerous, and of a 
nature not very eafily to be fubdued. 

*^ Inftead of that free communication, 
which had formerly been' permitted to 
men, they were now fettered by the 
tyrannical edifls of Kings and Priefts; 
the invefiigation of truth bcii^g equally 
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lioftile to the interefts of both. While 
A«edom of difcuffion was thus reftrahied, 
the faculties of the human mind were 
I)€numbed5 a^nd truth and falfKood were 
'confounded together. Crude fpecuBations 
were ulhered into the world, with the 
authority of truths ; and riot only was 
icepticiun propagated by means of the 
promulgation of opinions, nurtured in ig^- 
norance, but encreafed from that propen- 
fity which the mind has, when newly 
freed from reftriflions, to rufh from one 
extreme, to atiother. 

^* From the nature of our conftitution 
«(whofe fpirit is toleration) and from the 
freedom of our religion from fuperftr- 
tioB, fcepticifm has made liitle progrefs 
bere, in comparifon of what it has done 
mpon the Continent. There its triumph 
has been in proportion to the blind obe- 
dience exa^ed to the national fopcrfti- 
tion, to which men of fenfe and qbierva- 
lion could not, contrary i6 the diflates 
of their reafon, fubfcribe ; ajsd from that 
propenfity of the human mind, which 
I have juft mentioned, thefe formed fyf- 
tems for. themfelves, as diftant from the 
truth, as tbedodlrines of thq high pr lefts 
of the country were from the pure prc- 
\ccpt8 of Chriftianity. 

" The only fpecies of fceptics that 
abound in this kingdom, are not- think- 
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ing, but may be called talking fceptics- 
Thefe are men of (hallow uoderftand- 
iqgs, and cold hearts; who feelbg. their 
iocapacity to attra(^ attention, by goipg 
oa ia the ordinary path, endeavour to 
gain it by ilating opinions which may 
.aftonilh their hearers, and acquire them 
fome degree of applaufe, for their ingc* 
nuity and i)oIdnefs. It may, indeed, be 
pbferved of this clafs, that they take 
fpecial care never to utt^r their oracles 
before thofe that are capable of enter- 
ing into arguments with them, though 
they deliver themfelves. with dogmatical 
affurance before the ignorant and illite- 
rate. . . , 

" But let not my noble friend imagine 
from this account of fcepticifm, or from 
his own penetrating obfervation on the 
conduft of the gentlemen at Ardent- 
Hall, that metaphylical enquiry is with- 
out its ufe. Such enquiry expands the 
powers of the human mind, enlarges the 
underftanding, and, by placing the fcience 
of morals on a true foundation, tends to 
encreafe the happinefs of fociety, 

" Would its profeffors purfue the fame 
plan of inveftigation that has been fo 
fuccefsfuUy adopted by natural philo- 
fophers, that of firft making themfelves 
well acquainted, with fafts, and thorough- 
ly invelligating theni^ before they draw 
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conclufions, they would perceive the ne- 
treflity of allowing firft principles, w^hich 
are fo felf-evident as not to admit of any 
direft probf. Indeed, I do not hefitate 
to affert, that almoft all the errors of me- 
taphyficians have arilen from their ne* 
gledl of naliiraj philofophy. — The ex- 
treme accuracy, and exa^ precifion, that 
is requifit^ in the invefligation of the 
plienc»mena of the material woild^ would 
induce Kke- habits of reafoning in regard 
to that of the mental : while that Co- 
lolTus of Scepiicifm, i mean Atheifm, 
\\'Gu1d by acquaintance w'ith the works 
of Nature, be utterly annihilated. 

*^ I have endeavoured to explain myfelf 
to my noble friend as clearly as poffible 
on the fubjedl of his letter; and Ihall 
only add, that true philofophy is never 
the companion of arrogance and vanity. 
While it inveftigates with affiduity, 
and pronounces with diffidence; they 
a'ffert with boldnefs and give the crude 
conjeftures of fancy, for the found deduc- 
tions of truth, 

' ** The" natural turn of my mind, and 
fHll more the objeft which have for the 
greateft part of my life occupied my 
attention, have efle&ually precluded me 
from ' fceptical opinions, and rendered 
me callous to the fophiftry of their pro- 
moters — but it has always appeared to me, 

Vol. II. n 
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that where freedom ofdiicuffion is permit- 
ted, there fcepticifm" and infidelity will be 
but liitle known.*' 

. Such, Maandaara, are the opiaioDs of 
the natural philofapher. The Philofo- 
phers at Ardent-Hall declare, that it is 
a pity fo good a man fliould have fi> 
many odd prejudices. I con&Is^ that, 
to nie, who have been accuftomcd to 
behold with reverence, the felf-inflidled 
torture of holy men — the noble enthu- 
liafm of the worftiippers of Syftem is 
objedl of more veneration. It is tiue, 
ihefe philofophers hold it not neceffary 
to mortify the body, or lo bring the irre- 
gular paffioQs uoder fubje£lion. But 
what is the fevereft penance of' the moft 
pious Yogee, compared to the utter de- 
reliflion of eternal happinefs ? By hope, 
a ti)an is fupporte4 through many for- 
row8, but, on the ihrine of his Idol, the 
philofophic SannaiTee, makes a volun- 
tary facrifice of even Hope itfelf — On 
the fyftem that he worfhips, his thought* 
for ever dwell , on it, his tongiie for ever 
runs : and while it exclufively occupies 
every avenue to hie foul, he, with a fu- 
perlative degree of modefty, beftow&the 
epithet of prejudiced etithujiajf^ on the 
votary of Chriftianity. How amiable is 
this ccndeftenfiou i 
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Shall I confefs to my fiiend — that' to 
my weak miad, the enlightening con- 
verfatioti of the philofophers had be- 
come fo tirefome, as to render the ar- 
rival of Lady Gr^y, and her blooming 
party, a confiderable relief to my wearied 
fpirits ? . Till then, I was deftitut« of all 
refource: Mifs Ardent, being too fond 
of difputing with the philofophers, and 
too much engaged by them to attend to 
me; and her ladyfhip fo «itirely en- 
grolTed by her darling boy, as to be 
incapable of attending to ady oth^r ob- 
Jeft, This boy, is fuffered to become fo 
troublefome, that it entirely eradicates 
that benevolent complacency which one 
is accuftomed to feel at the fight of in- 
fant innocenqe. His parents behold the 
capricioufaefe of his defires increafe with 
gratification, and the irrafcibility of 
his temper receives foel from fat iety : 
yet do they continue to* pamper the 
over-pampered appetite, and to indulge 
each caprice of the wayward fancy, in 
iiill expedlation, that in the ag^ of reafon, 
he will be able to ea^ercife the virtue of 
felf-controul ! —Yes, Maandaara, when , 
from the prejfure of exifting circumfiances^ 
Xparrows are taught to make honey, then 
£hall the paffions, which have been fan- 
ned into a flame by the breath of indul- 
gence; liftcn to the voice of moderation ! 

H z 
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You may, perhaps, imagine, that ibc 
fcxiety of a young and lovely female, 
fuch as is Mils Julia Ardent, would be 
a dangerous trial to a man of my fenfi- 
bility. But, alas ! my friend, you know 
not how efleiliially the mixture of in- 
fipidity and hanghtinefs can blunt the 
arrows ofCama! It is perhaps, for this 
rcafon, and to preferve ihe'hearts of 
young mei> from the influence of female 
charm^ that thefe qualities are fo care- 
fully inftilled at the feminaries of female 
education, which w;cre defcribed in fuch 
true colours by the good Bram-iQ Sheer^ 
maal. 1 was, a^ that tin*e, too much 
blinded by the mifls of agiX)ranoe, xogive 
credit to his report. — I had i«ad the 
Chrifiian Shafter, and was it r>ot natural 
.for me to iiippofe, that ail who called 
themfelves Chriftians, were guided by its 
precepts ? From it I learned; that Chrif' 
tian w^omen' were not prohibited from 
the cultivation of their uaderftandings; 
and how could I cor>ceive, that falhion 
fhould lead them to relinquifti fo glorious 
a privilege ? How could I imagine, that 
Chriflian parei:its fhould be fo much 
afraid of the improveruent of their fe- 
i7Ki!e offspviiig, as togive encouragement to 
feniinanes formed on purpofe forthe exclu- 
iioCi of knowledge? It is true the iuformati- 
on of Shcernia^l, might haveiaftfuded me 
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ia thefe things, bat to ihe heart that is 
filled with prejadlcv^j, Wil'dom lifteth up 
her voice in vain. ' 

Nothing but experience could have 
convinced me, that the cultivation of 
thp rational faculties, ftiould, among the 
Chfiftian women of England, be fo rare, 
that no fooner can one of them emerge 
from the depths of ignorance, thair fhe 
is fufpfeded of afrumio|f .the-arrs of felf- 
importance and , conceit. If (he has the 
knowledge of a fchool*bojt ftie is thought 
vain of her learning. Nor are there 
many menof fenfe among the Qiriftians, 
who would not prefer to the converfa- 
tion of fuch a- worn a n^ the iin pertinent 
tattle of the frivolous, the capricious, and 
the ignorant. Nor is this much to be 
wondered at, when we Con fxder,. that, by 
the pains tA&en^ from the earliett inftncy, 
to fap the foundation of- every folid im- 
provement, the imagination becomes lb 
much ftronger than the judgment, that 
of thfe fmall number of females who, 
under all the difadvantages of cufloni 
and prejudice, dare to diftinguifh them- 
ielves by the cultivation of their ta'ents, 
few ftiould do more than excha^^ge one 
folly for another : — fubftitute the love of 
theory,, for the love of drefs— or an 
admiration of ,the mental gewgaws of 
flimfy fentiment, and high founding decla 
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mation, for that of trifles of another 
kind. 

But though I confefs my error; and 
acknowkdge, that I deceived myfelf in 
extending my notions of Chriftianity to 
every Chriftian, and of excellence to every 
female, of England, I ftiU fec^Tome who 
amply juflify the expeilaiions that were 
formed by my fanguine mind. In Lady 
Grey and her daughters, I find all that 
I had expelled from the females of their 
country ; all that my friend Severan had 
defcribed. 

With them, arrived the two youHgeft 
daughters of Sir Caprice Ardent, one of 
vrhom has received her educadon under 
the care of Lady Grev, while the. other 
has to her Aunt, Mils Ardent, been in- 
debted for her inftrufiion- ^ At firft fight, 
one is ftruck with the fiuiiliaiity, of their 
features. They are both beauteous as the 
opening rofe-bud, when the dew of morn- 
ing trembles on its leaf. The eyes of each, 
fparkling with vivaoty, are daa^zling as a 
bright dagger fuddenly uniheathed. They 
are both ihaped by the hand of elegance, 
and both move with the fame degree of 
grace. Yet, notwithftanding this iimi* 
larity, the oppo£te characters imprefiled 
by education is vifible in each.--^While: 
over the graces of Mifs Caroline, is 
thrown the bewitching veil of timidity. 
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and her every adlion is bound in the filken 
fetters of decorun> ; the adopted daughter 
of Mifs Ardentv Ipeaks her fentiraems 
with an energy that has never known 
reftraiot. Though open to cx3nvi6lioD, 
and ready to coofefs ferror with the can- 
dor of a noble mind, Ihe yields lefs to 
the authority of perfoas, than to that 
of reafon ; and it is eafy to perceive, 
has been early taught,- that to be weak, 
and to be amiable, are tw^o very difierent 
things^. 

An incident which occurred to the three 
fi fibers, in the courfe of their morning's 
walk, will ferve to illuftrate thefe obfer- 
▼ations upon their charaders. 

It appears, that having ftrayed into a 
narrow lane^ they were frightened at the 
appearance of a horfe and cart, coming 
towards them fo quickly, as to leave 
them no other method of efcaping, tban 
to cHmb a deep bank, and to get ovf r t4ie 
palling into their father's park, — ^Mife 
Olivia, vyith the aflivtty of an Antelope, 
led the wav, and,''\^ith fome difficulty; 
aflifted her nfters to follow her example^ 
Jaft as (he had prevailed upon the terri- 
fied Mifs Julia, who long infifted upon 
the jmpoffibility of her making the at- 
tempt, they beheld near them an oltl 
man, who excited by the fcreams and 
promifed rewards of Mifs Julia, attempted 
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to lay hold of the horfes* To flop tfeem, 
his feeble efibns v.?eFe inefledlual! the 
auimals werje too ftrong, and too fpirited,, 
to be managed by his aged arm. Aftej; 
a (hort ftruggle, the horles fpruQg oveE 
him and in a moment the mangled and 
bleeding body was difcovered lying, ta 
all appearance, lifelefs, in the track whicli 
the cart had paiTed. 

Mil's Julia redoubled her efforts t?o 
efcape ; Ihe fuceeeded> and flew to ihe 
houle, which Ihe* no fooner reached, 
than, as is cudomary with young ladies 
upon fuch occafioDS, ihe fainted away. 
When ihe had fainted for a deceit length 
of time, ihe fcreapied, laughed, and cried 
alternately and cc^tinued long enough in 
the iecond ilage of fright, called An Hy 
fteric Fit, to draw round her the greateft 
part of the family. Indeed, there was full 
employment for them all. One held to 
her npfe a bunch of burnt feathers ; auor 
ther chafed her temples with a drug, called 
Hartfhorn ; a thir4 held to her lips drops 
and cordials, while the reft ran about 
the room, opening the windows, ringing 
the bells, and giving dhedibns to the fer- 
vanifi. 

While we were thus engaged, in flew 
Mifs Oliviai But what a figure ! The 
few tattered remnants of her mufiin robe, 
befmeared with blood, ilrcumed in the 
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air ;. eagernefs fparkled in her eyes,, and 
an uufpeakable glow of ardour animated 
her countenance- Totally unconcerned 
for her fifter, :on whom, indeed,, feem- 
ed to dart a look of contempt, ihe 
haftily fdatched the hartfhorn, and the 
cordials, and .defiring, with a tone of 
authority, all the men to follow her, (lie 
again flew off', with the fwiftneft of a 
bird of Paradife, who has been frightened • 
by. the voice of the hunter. 

Mifs Julia was left to recover as fhe 
could. Every foul deferted her. Men 
atid maids^ philofophers and footmen, 
all hurried after the fair Olivia ; 'whi3 
like the meteor which floats on the 
-dark-bofomed cloud of evening, was 
feen gliding befor^ us. At length we 
reached the lane, and there feated on the 
ground, we beheld the twin-lifter of 
Olivia. Her fair arms fupponed the un- 
fortunate old man, whofe wounded head, 
reclined upon her lap. His wounds 
were however bound iip. The robe of 
Olivia,- having been torn in pieces for 
the purpofe. And now, with a tcn- 
dernefs which equalled her adivity, {he 
knelt at the old man's fide, and carried 
to his pale lips the cordials flie had, with 
fo little ceremony, fnatchcd from her 
fifter. The old man at length fo far 
revived, as to pronounce, \uLh feeble 
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but impreflive accents, the bleffings o£ 
his God on the angel- forms who had 
faved his life. He was with all poffible 
care, by the direftion of the two Ladies, 
carried up to the houfe. A furgcon was 
immediately fentfor, who, on examiniiig 
his ^^ dunds declated them to be of fuch 
a nature, that if he had not received the 
afliftance bellowed upon him by the two 
Ladies, he muft inevitably have perifhed, 
'* Then," cried, the lovely Caroline, " it 
is to my Cfler Olivia, that he owes his 
life ! — But for her, I ftiould have fol- 
lowed my fifler Julia into the houfe, 
to call for help; it was Olivia alone, 
who had the courage to return to him, 
and the prefence of mind to afford him 
relief' " No, Cafcoli:^ ;" replied Olivia, 
^* without you, I could have done no- 
thing. When I looked back, and Jaw how 
the poor man bled, I knew he could not 
live, wiihcut afliftance ; but it was 3'ou, 
by whom the aflifl:ance was principally 
beftowe.d.*' '' Don't fpeak any more about 
it, for Heaven's lake 1" cried [Vlifs Julia; 
" tie very thought of it makes me fick. 
I would not have looked at, him, for a 
tiioufand worlds ! I wonder how you could 
have {o little fenfibility !" 

** Senfibility, my dear niece," faid 
Lady Grey, " is but too often another 
word for felliftinefs. Believe me, that 



that fenfibility which turns- with difguft 
from the . fight of caifery it has the 
powxr to relieve, is not of the right 
kind. To weep at the imaginary tale • 
of forrow exhibited in a Novel or 
a Tragedy, is to indulge a feeling, ia 
which there is neither vice nor virtue : 
but when the compailion which touches 
the -heart leads the hands to afford re- 
lief, and benevolence becomes a princi* 
pie of adion ; it is then, and then only, 
that it is truly commendable/' ** I per- 
ceive that your L?dyihip has ftudied Mr- 
Hume's Principles of General utility,'* 
faid Mr. Axiom. " No,"faid Mr. Puz- 
zledorf ; " it is evident, her Ladyftiip 
has taken her opinions from my Effay on ' 
the Eternal and Necejfary Fitrt^s and Con^ ' 
gruity of Things ** " I have taken them," 
iaid her Ladyfhip, ** from th^ dodlrines 
and Examples of Jefus Chrift and his 
Apoftles." 

In this life, " compofed of good and 
evil,** this younger filler of the Baronet 
has had her ihare of calamity. Her 
jniarriage with Sir Phillip Grey, was an 
union of mutual affedion, founded on 
mutual efieem, ' and productive of mutual 
felicity. 

Though a .Baronet, his eftate was not 
extenfive; and from it a numerous 
family of brothers and fitters were to be 
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provided with fortunes, fuited to their 
birth. Sir Philip and his Lady, having 
the fame views and opinions, eafily fet- 
tled the plap of their future life. They 
took the management of their eftate into 
their ownl^ands: tafle and elegance be- 
came a fubflitute for fplendor : and the 
propriety of domeftic arrangement, ami- 
ply compeufated for the abfence of a few 
articles of fuperfluous luxuiy. But though 
they retrenched in oftcntation, they de- 
creafed uot in hofpitality; their houfe was 
the refuge of the diftreffed, the home of 
merit, and the central point of all the 
genius and the talent which the furround- 
ing country could ^fcoaft. In addition to 
the caie of their fonune they took upon 
tbenifelves the folccareof the education 
of their children.— But, ndtwiihfland- 
ing all thefe avocations, they .flilt found 
lime for the purfuit of Iherature, for 
which their tafte remained unditoinifhed. 
I^ady Grey was ' not only (as is univer- 
lally the cuftom in tl^is country*) the 
. cor^ipanion of her hulband's table— but 
the partner of hisi ftD:C|Tcs ; and by him, 
her opinions were as much refpefled, as 
her perfon was beloved. 

* It is byfome.of the Hindoo Amhors, men- 
tioned rs one of the indifpenUble qualities of a 
good wiie — that fhe never prcfu aes to eat, ualil her 
huiband has fixiiihed. 
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Years rolled on, and each returning 
feafon faw an increafc df the happinefs 
of this well^matched pair. But who can 
give ftability to the felicity of mortals? 
While yet in the prime of life, this 
amiable and happy hufband was feized 
by the ruthlefs hand of difeafe, in whofc 
rude grafp, the vigour of life was blafted, 
and the gay hopes of future enjoyment 
daftied on the rocks of difappointment. 
His fenfes, of which he fuffercd a tem- 
porary deprivation, were gradually reftor- 
ed ; but the wheels of life were clogged ; 
the vital fluid ftagnated in the veins, or 
jnoved with fuch lingering and unequal 
pace, as was unequal to the re-anima- 
tion of the palfied lipibs : ^ nor did 
he ever recover a fufBcient degree of 
ft rength, to enable him to quit his apart- 
ment. In fuch a fituation, in vain would 
a man have looked for confolation to 
the pretty face of a fool. In vain would 
he have expefled it from the uifling ac- 
compliftiments, to the acquirement of 
which, the moft precious years of life 
are commonly devoted. Alas ! - though 
Lady Grey would have fpoken French, 
wiih the' fluency of a Parilian;' though 
ftie would have danced v/ith the grace of 
an angel ; though fhe could have painted 
a flower, or a butterfly, even without the 
iffliflance of her drawing-mafter, and run 



over the keys of her harpfichord with 
the oioft aftooiftiiag rgpidityr— little coo^* 
fort would it have giveu to the heart of 
her iick hulband. 

In an uoderftanding enriched by thd. 
accumulatioQs of WifdoiBi a tecofwr re- 
gulated by the precepts of Chrifl:ianitf> 
and a heart replete with tendern/efs, Sir 
Philip found a more fblid refource* By 
the(^ endowments, was his Lady enablea 
to manage the affairs of hex family, and 
the coaceruft of his eftate ; ta watch oyer 
tb< education of her children ; aod^ by 
the un,re£Qitting attentions of endearing 
afie£^ioQ, to cheer the fpirits that were 
broJiea by ^Qnfinfen;)ent, and foothe the 
fuficfings of a bed of pain. Nor was 

' the peifoFOiance of thefii multifarious 
duties the fudden tScA of a fliort-lived 
energy. Daring the fix years in which 
her hufband lingered under the partial 

.dominion of death, the fortitude of his 
Lady remained unfhaken, her perfe- 
verance unabated, and when' at lengt^h 
his foul was. fuffered to depart from the 
decayed manfion of mortality, though 
her heart was. poffefled with too much 
fenfibility, not to feel with for row the 
ftrokjB. of fep^raiiou, tbeaffured hope 
of / re-union with the bbjedt of her 
alTe^ions, in the regions of immortality, 
aSofded confolatioa to her wounded 



xnind.— »Yes Maandaara, notwithftaoding 
all I have'faid in favour of thi$ excclleot, 
woman, truth obliges me to confefs, that 
the powers of her miad are not fuffi-. 
cientljr enlarged to embrace the do£lrincs 
of Atheifm ! > She is blind eiK)ugh» not 
to perceive the evident fuperiority of 
any of the fyftems of the pbilofophera. 
to the Chridian faith > and weakly af- 
fcrts, that if all that was taoght by 
Jefus Chrift and his Aooftles, was gene- 
rally prafiifed, it wouid be xio great in- 
jury to the happinefs of fociety.— She 
takes great pleafure in the cometnplation 
of a future ftate, and carries hec pre:^ 
judiccs fo far^ as to declare, that Ihe, 
confiders the acxouct of it, as given in 
Scripture, as. little lefs eafy of belief, than 
the fyftem of Mr. Puzzledarf ; and that 
flie finds it more fatisfa&prv to reft 
her hop^s on the promifes ot Tier Sa- 
viour, than on the permanent eyiftence of 
the little imperifhable ftamina at the top 
of the nofe ! ! 

Not contented with making the pre- 
cepts and dofirines of Chriftianity the 
guide of her own conduit, Ihe has endea- 
voured to inftill them into the minds 
of her children; and fo well has fhe fuc- 
ceeded, that her eldeft fon, at the age of 
nineteen, though polfeffed of an uncom- 
mon degree of learning, fenfe, and fpirit — 
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is not aihamed to coufefs that he is a 
Chriftian J 

Alas ! my friend, how fliall I inform 
you of the events of this morning ?— The 
number of philofophers is diminiflied ! 
The promifing fprout of Infidelity, whofe 
early genius gave fuch hopes of future 
greatnefs — he, by the prowefs of whofe 
pen, it was expefted that religion fliould 
be routed from the world-^the nephew of 
Doftor Sceptic — this morning, took the 
privilege ot a philofopher, and fhot him- 
felf through the head! 

As I find upon enquiry, that this is a 
privilege which is often claimed, and a 
praftice, that is very common with the 
philofophers of England, I fuppofe it is 
found to be conducive to general "utility, 
and agreeable to the eternal and necefiary 
congruityand fitnefs of things. 

The exijiing circumjiances which im- 
pelled this young man to make fo philo- 
fophical an exit, have been, to all appear- 
ance, fully explained; and as you may 
have- fome curiolity concerning them, 
I ftiall briefly flate them for your perufal. 

It appears that his father, a man of 
rigid morals and auftere devotion, who 
lived in the exercife of much piety to- 
wards God, and much charity t6 his 
fellow-creatures, fome years ago, re- 



ceivcd into his family the orphan nrec€. 
of his wife. She was educated with his 
own children, and Ihared with them the 
benefit of his inftrudions and the ten- 
dernefs of his paternal love. Her beauty 
made an early impreflion upon the heart of 
her cbufin, and fuch was her merit in the 
eyes of the old man, that, prefeningthe 
happinefs of his fon, to the aggrandize- 
jDent of his family, hfe confentedthat their 
union (hould take place, as foon as the 
young man ihould have attained his one 
and twentieth year. It was agreed, that 
he fhould employ the interval in what is 
called an attendance upon the Temple ; 
and, according to a previous invitation 
from his uncle, Dofilor Sceptic, fliould 
during that period take up his refidence 
at hishoufe, in the capital.— There the 
young man had not long lefided, till a 
new light burft upon his eyes ; he faw 
things as he had never feen them before : 
faw that religion was a bug-bear, made 
to keep the vulgar in awe : — faw that his 
father was a fool ; and, as I have before 
mentioned, ■ learnt to laugh at his preju- 
dices, and his piety, in a very edifying 
manner. 

In the fumriier, he returned into the 
country; found his coufin lovely and 
atfeftionate as ever, and had no great 
diftculty in initiating her into all the 
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myfteries of Scepdcifm. Th^bothibund 
it a cbarmiog thing to be lb much wifer 
than their inftru^rs; and wondered 
they could fo long have been blinded by 
prejudice^, whofe abfurdities were fo ob- 
vious. The young mao went again to 
town, became every day more enlighten- 
ed, and foon difcovered that marriage was 
a piece of pricft craft— an ignoble bon- 
dage^— a chain, which no man of honour 
fliould fubmit to wear/ 

He haftened to retutn tor the country, 
to communicate to his couiin this impor-*- 
tant diicovery. Finding fbme difficuhjr 
lo convincing her underftanding of the 
truth of this new doArine, he applied 
to the fofinefs of h^r heart ; he . pre- 
tended to doubt of her affeftion, appealed 
to her generofity, and — completed her 
ruin. 

Still the poor girl was not fufficientry 
ccMivinced of tbe propriety of her con- 
du£l, not to entotain feme doubts and 
apprehenfions, which the young pbilofo- 
pher foon grew tired of hearing. Find- 
ing that their connexion could not be 
much fenger concealed, ftie grew more 
importunate, and he liftened to her im-^ 
portunity with inereafed indifference. 
At length, to avoid her remonftrances, 
he came to Ardent Hall, where he had 
been introduced by his Uncle, who mafle 
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the offer of his ferviccs.to affiftSir Ca- 
price in writing his Book upon the «S«- 
prentacy of Ret^oM, with which the Ba- 
ronet is fooD to enlighten the world.— 
The young man willingly engaged in 
ih?e talk. But fetal are the eflfe61s of 
early prejudices to the peace of a philo- 
fopher ! His thoughts became gloomy ; 
his fpeech has often of late been inco- 
herent ; an^. every aftion . betrayed the 
reftkflbefs of a mind at war with itfelf. 
Even his zeal againft the advocates of 
Cbriftianity, bad in it a degree of bitter- 
nefs which Ihewed that they flill retained 
an authority over his mind, at which, 
though his pride revolted^ Jus underfland*- 
ing could not conqien ^ ^ 

For the laft few days, he had appear- 
ed to e^fert more than ufual fpirits. He 
laughed, when he had no occafion ; 
talked, when he had nothing to fay ; 
and feduloufly fought the company of 
the Ladies, whom he had before negle£l- 
ed with the frigidity of indifference. 
Yefterday evening, his fpirits were raifed 
15 a pitch which gave reafon to fufpefk 
intoxication. When ' he retired to his 
chaml!ltr^ it appears that he did not go 
to bed, Dut employed himfelf in writing 
letters to his father, all of which he had 
again torn, and fcattered about the room. 
At four o'clock in the morning, the re- 
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port of. a piftol was heard: the family 
were ioftantly alarmed ; the door of his 
chamber was broken open ; aad, on en- 
tering it, the firft objeft that prefented 
itfelf to view, was the lifelefs corfe of 
the young philofopher, extended on the 
floor. 

On the table at which he had beea 
writing, lay . two letters. The firft was 
from his father, and feelingly defcrip- 
tive of the agony of a parenrs heart, oa 
the firft difcovery of "a fon's unworthi- 
nefs. The other was from his coufin. 
It pourtraycd the pidlure of 'a virtuous 
mind, ftruggiing with the dread of in- 
famy, bitterly Jjegret ting the lofs of peace 
and felf-refpeal^ and gtntly reproaching . 
the author of its calamities, for depriving 
her of that hope which is the refource of 
the wretched, the comfort of the peni- 
tent, and the fovereign balm for the evils • 
of life ! " To her,'* Ihe faid, " hope was ' 
a fhado\y, which had paffed away- Once, 
there was a. time, when ftie could have 
fmiled at. calamity, endured the feverity of 
pain with unihvinking refignaticHi, and, 
fupported by faith, have. cheerfully refign- 
ed her foul into the bofom of her G<|ator. . 
NoWj doubt and darknefs fat tipon the 
realm of death; fhe feared to die, but* 
Ihe had not courage to Tive. — Death/' fhe . 
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faid, " was the only refuge of defpair; to 
it Ihe fled, to fave her from the reproaches 
of the world, and the torments of her 
own perturbed mind'' — and with an 
affeding apoftrophe to the days of unfpot- 
ted innocence, this unhappy creature con- 
cludes her melancholy epiftle ; which, it 
feems, Ihe h^d no fooner written, than (he 
put an end to her exiftence, by plvingicg 
into the fea ! 

Such has been the effe£ls of perform- 
ing poojah to Syftem, in the family of the 
Sceptics ! ' , 

Ah! how little do the Chriftiacsof 
this country confider the nature and extent 
of the obligations they are under to thofe 
enlightened men, wbofe indefatigable en- 
^ieavour, it is, to free them frofli the narrow 
prejudices of their religion ! O, ye incom- 
tparable moralifts, who fo freely blowout 
your own brains, from a fcnfe of gemral 
V idtility^ little doth the 'world confider bow 
much it is jadebted to your labours ! 

Revcrena io GanefuJ 

The previous at^uments of the pkilo- 
fophcrs-in praife of fuicide, had not firf- 
ficiently enlighiened the minds of the 
family of Ardent-Hall, to prevent their 
regarding the death of young Sceptic 
as a njelancholy cataftrophel Thaigh 
the diflercnce of charaii^r give a vaiiety 
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to tbe expreffiqii of their feelings, all 
appeared to feel. The ihock was imlver- 

ftl. 

The worftiippers of Syftem, and the 
votaries of Chriitiaaity, appeared^ iodeed, 
to be afie^ed la a very o|^}ofite inanner. 
The former, who had, till this event, been 
fo ciamorous in fupport of the preten- 
ikHis of their Idob, were. all at once flruck 
dumb. Not one appeal w^s now made 
to exijling circumjiances. Not one ray of 
hope darted from th€ age tff reafm. Nor 
did either general utility, or xh^Jitnefs^ of 
thingSy appear in this jun6lure, to afibrd 
any comfort to their votaries. But while 
the lips of the philofophers were fealed 
in filence, thofe of the Chriftian reli- 
gionifts were ©peced. Their j^rejudices, 
indeed, appeared to have gamed frefli 
Jhength : thefe prejudices, which are cal- 
culated to fofter the foifibility of the 
tetider heart, and to encrpafe the feelings 
- of fympathy, feemed likewife endowed 
with power to fupport their votaries in the 
hour of afflidion, to foften the rigour of 
anguifti, and to preferve from the tyranny 
of defpair. 

It mull be confeffcd, that Lady Grey, 
aniiable as Ihe is, had not fufficient great- 
nefsof mind to applaud the heroifm of 
the young philofopher, or to fpeak of 
bis laft adion-r-but with a mixture of 
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j#Jr, horror, and regret. With much 
feeling, did Oie deplore his having ever 
imbibed the liberal opinions that led to the 
deftru£lion of his wife ; the murder of his 
child ; his owa de^^th, atid the mifery of 
his family. 

The confolation of that unhappy fa* 
mily was the firft objefl of her concern. 
Having feen Lady Ardent and the voung 
Ladies fet off for the houfe of a mend, 
to ^hich they had been invited on the firft 
accounts Of the melancholy event 5 fhc 
haftened to the hpufe of affliflion 5 there 
to mingle the tears of fympathy ; to fpeak 
comfort to the wounded heart; and, by 
fliaring in its forrows, to leffen their feve- 
rity. — ^Such, Maandaara, are the offices 
pointed out by the prejudices of Chrift ia- 
city ! 

Deeming it improper at fuch a junc- 
ture, to, incommode the family by the 
prefence of a ftranger, I took my leave 
of Sir Caprice Ardent, and left the Hall, 
impreffed w^ith a deep fenfe of the kind- 
nefs and hofpiiality 1 had experienced 
beneath its roof. 

Full of melancholy, I proceeded, with- 
cut having fully determiiyed on the route 
I was to purfue.. To Ixjcdon, I was 
averfe to return, and yet knew not how 
oiherwifeto difpofe of myfeif. As I was 
debating this point wiih myfeif, while 
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the horfes were pattiag to my carriage, 
at the third ftage of my journey, a chaife 
drove up to the Inn. From it alighted a 
gentleman — but, O ye Gods of my fa- 
thers ! what w^as my farprize, on behold- 
ing, in this gentlemen, my former gueft 
Mr. Denbeigh, the friend of Piercy ! He, 
•who had at Chunar, loaded me with fb 
many niarks of kiudnefs and aSeftion ! 
Soon as the flutter of fpirits which always 
accompanies an unexpedled meeting, was 
a little fubfided, he toqk from his port-fo- 
lio a packet, on which I foon Tecogai-zed 
the hand-writing of Maandaara. How 

. did my heart beat at the fight ! I tear open 
the feals. — I read. I hear of the w^elfare 
of my friend, of the health of my child. 
Ah ! my fon ! my fon ! What tender 
emotions does the' mention of thy name 
raife in my bofomj When fhdl the foft 
cheek of my child, be patted by his fa- 
ther's band ? When fhall my ears be grai- 
tified by the delicious mufic of my dar- 
ling's gentle voice ? Deiefted fpirit of cu- 
riofity ! too long have I facrificed to thee 
the trucft, fweeteft joys, that gem the pe- 
riod of exiftence ! 

My heart' is too full to proceed. May 
He, who is Lord of the Keepefs of the 
eight corners of the World, preferve 

' thee ! May the adored wife of Veeftinu 
be the friend of my child ! ! . 
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Deubeigh, at the time I met him, was 
on his way to the placfe of his nativity. 
He requefted me to accompany him to his 
father's houfe ; and fijund in me no dif- 
|K)fiti6n to pejedl aprcpofal fo agreeable 
to my inclination. We proceeded toge- 
ther m the fame carriage* Converfed of 
lndia^-«of ourifriends at Calcutta : — t^ked 
of aH the Hule incideots that had c«cur- 
Tred during my refidence in that city ; the 
moft trivial of which, appeared inierefting 
to the memory, on account of the plea- ~ 
fing ideas with which it was aifociated. 
Swiftly fkw the wheels of our chariot, 
but more fwiftly flew the rolling hours^ 
which were occupied by tlus fort ^ con- 
verfatioo. 

About noon, on the fecond day of our 
journey, we,, by the direction of Den- 
beigh, ftruck into a narrow bye-road, 
v/hich following the courfe of a clear 
ftream, winded through the micjft of a 
narrow valley. , As we entered upon this 
road, the agitation of my companion be- 
came apparent. Every objedl that we 
pa0ed, caufed his heart to heave with 
tender emotion. In every fhrub he re- 
cognized an old acquaintance, and in 
every tree he feemed to difcover a longv 
loft friend. " Let us flop here,'' faid 
he, at a turn of the road : *' the bridge 
for carriages is half a mile off. but I can 
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txic -^rc 1 ceirer way." So faying, he n 
rcr^^e^ cti: of wbc carriage, acd I followed 
1~ 5 crxrrie. My ftieod furvcyed the 
^. and :hc foft tear of delight 
-^ri Lr hi>«C5L *^ There," iaidbe, 
/ ._w < :r^ clc tisccn, whicfa, at die dofe 
c- .a^^:. I'~oi to pa& widi fuch hafly 
- ,«: vfu.-jrr ro Icok behiEd, from 
j^c ire :xiic5w isfco vere &kl to 
- /3-:^:: ~r^' cLsbcceaifeiisbcjghs. 
:s '^-Tir xvnri mtc'e tibcrts 
T'.;t:-* Jiff peel, where 
« • - r.t^.'Li'r-: ?* i:r^ :i€ wxve widin^ 
_- ^ . -;r. v!r ^e -:::ri'erwt.cc branch 
•_^v ::4r:»^'^^ Tri> liLj^ttfed the 

. ^ r-^ :^ -^ cTiCiirJ^aed hah 
_ . *--^ ^-1-: i.:::.^^ r«r n^DS, as 
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ed. — He bcianded forward — and taking 
a hand of each — while the burfting fen- 
fations of his heart cboaked his utter- 
ance — gazed for a moment on the revered 
faces of, bis parents, and in the next, was 
in their arms. His poor mother could 
not, for a few minutes, reconcile herfelf 
to the darkaefs of his complexion, which 
fourteen years fpent beneath the luftre of 
an Indian fk'y had changed from the fair 
xed and white, fuch as now adorns the 
face of his Hltte nephew, tt) the deep 
brown ihade, that marks the Europeaiji 
Afiatic. The good Lady gently pufhed 
him from bef, to examine more minutely 
the features v?hpfe mor^ delicate lines 
were engraven en her memory. He 
fmiled.— In that fmile,. Ihe recognized 
the peculiar expreffion of her darlings 
face, and fondly prelfed him to her ma- 
ternal bofom. 

During this fcene, I ilood a fjent and 
unobferved fpeflator; nor was it till after 
a confiderable length of time, that Den- 
beigh fufficiently recollefled himfelf to 
introduce me to his parents. To be called 
the friend of their fon, enfured my wel- 
come ; but, that I might not be any re- 
ftraint on their converfation, I attached 
myfelf to the little folks, to whom Un- 
cle Henry was no more than any other 
ftranger. 

I ^ 
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A^ we approached the houfe, I dbferv- 
ed, at an op6n 'window whidh fmats thfe 
orchard, a lavely girl, who feemed to 
view the party with a greater degree of 
intereft, than curiofity alone cool^poffibly 
infpife. Twioe flie came to nhe door^ 
and twice returtied irrefolutc. At lengthy 
&e was obferved by one of my little 
companions, who funning towards her, 
called out. Uncle Heniy is come ! Uncle 
Henry is come ! the words give wings 
to lier wilting feet, Ihe flew down the 
walk, and in a minute her beauteous fac-e 
was hid in the bofom of her brother. 

The ftirill voice of my little friend, 
had reached ferther than the parlour* 
By the time we entered the Hail, the 
fervants were affembled.-r.The old riurfe 
was the fifft who prefled forward to 
falute the ftranger— by whom fhe was 
received with the kindnefs due to her 
affeflion and fidelity. Two other do- 
n)eftic companions of his youth ftill re* 
mained in the family ; tears fpoke the 
fmcerity of the many w^elcomes they be- 
flowed on the traveller ; while the hearty 
good-v/ill with which he received their fa- 
lutations, gave a convincing piwjf, that 
neither time nor diftance had changed the 
dirpofitions of liis heart 
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Mr. Deab^b, -mi::! thil dcVaacv ot *N 
ttmJM wnkn Bpeccli^ lo a few chvka 
minds, pmnded lot me aa apaiimcol 
ia a dctachoi faouTe, wheie my HiuUov* 

qoi&e &r pixpactcg out fimpW »u«^.>U 
acecmiiag to the reUgioQ aid cuHomj 
of onr ccKiDtTv. To this apA>t»utnU I 
rsrired during 'the dk'ing houv of U>«J 
&1WI7; and l^ibe time 1 reiuviunl, I 
Saaad that aa acquifuioQ haJ been hmjUi 
t»Ac happf party of amted fiietHlc. >>y 
tk wival of the two nwiieU dttUKljUM* 
rf Mr. Deob^, accompanieU I'V "'** 
iMhMd of tbe ^eft. Ttic (;ouiUu»:4tt( 
0^ tUa gnikiBaD iui\iBe4 the «)i»nUuv 
pwn him by Dcntbeigh, of w»>itU "i'^ 
iBod-aature. He vsas bred to j'V»lni«-''. 
I9dhas by iadoftry and «pP'i< ''*'*'"; !' " 
uwj«d a». amp^ ftiare of tn* K»^>* S^, '",'" 
awe, Mihieh he .cojoya wUh cl.«t*ilun *"'*» 
afA beftcws with ibe firanknel's of » }•:<'• 
wsoas h€a«. His w,ife lccn.» l^ai'PV 'J 
hia affeaion, and in the ei.joyttitni «• .^ 
dfegiee of good temper equal t<> 

•WH. , Cfcf 

The couBtcQance of the "••'*'^ i^r • * 

Vab a foul .-:^^;j^ fw^;; 

lively P«'<^^^r*^"' "' 
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hev liulband (who had been detained by 
the bufinefs of his profelfion, Which is 
that of a phyfician) was announced, I 
marked the emotion of her fpirits. She 
prefented him to -her brother, with an 
air that feemed to demand his approba- 
tion of her choice; nor was (he difap- 
pointed : the appearance of the yopng 
man was too prepoffcffing to fail of 
making an immediate intereft- in the 
favour of my friend, whofe femimepts 
were no fooner perceived by his lifter, 
who eagerly watched theor in the ex- 
preffion of his countenance, than her eyes 
fparkled with delight. -«In a few minutes 
more, my friend had the pleaAire of era- 
bracing his two brothers : the eldeft, who 
is a vear his fenior, is now prieft of the 
neignbouring village. A man of mild 
afpefl, and gentle manners. ' At an early 
age, he made a facrifice of ambition to 
love,' and married a young woman, whofe 
dower was made up of beauty and good 
temper. 

• Of the numerous offspring with which 
(he has prefented him, the two eldeft 
refide with their grandfather — theyoOngeft 
has but two days feen the light ; and all the 
'<5thers their uncles have promifed to pro- 
vide for. So that the good man looks with 
a fniiling afped upon futurity. 



C 199 ) 

The youngeft' brother of my friend, 5s a 
Profeflbr of the Art of Surgery. A dapper 

- little gentleman, ' with a fmart wit, and 
perfumed handkerchief. His brother Hen* 
ry fays, he is a little affe£le6 by a diforder 
called Puppyifniy but that he has fufficient 
ftamina in his confthntion to conquer the 
difeafe ; which, it feems, is a very com- 
mon one at*iiis time of life. 

Never did Calli*, in the progrefs of his 

- eventful journey, behold a happier circle 
than - that which now fur rounds - the 
hearth of *Mr. Deiibeigh. When I faw 
tkem fit d6wn at the fupper- table, I began 
to think the cuftom of focial meals not 
altogether fo ridiculous as I had hiihert6 
confidered it. At the conclufion of the 
lepaft, the cordial wifl) of health \vr.s 
mutually exchanged \ and a glafs filied 
with generous wine, was preifed to the 
lips of each, in token of finceiity. The 
cheerful fong went round : every voice 
was in unifon to ftrains of jo)^, and every 
countenance was irradiated with, the 
fmile of fatisfadlion. Before they parted 
for the night, the old gentleman, accord- 
ing to a very ftrange cuftom of his own, 
knelt down in the middle of his family, 
and while the tear of joy fl rayed down 
his venerable cheeks, offered up the facri- 

* Time. 
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ficc of thankfgiving to the tbrcme o£ the 
Eternal ! 

Alas ! this poor gentleman is not 
fufficieiuly enlightened to perform poo- 
jah to Syftexn.- He Juis never -heea 
convinced, that vice and virtue are ooly 
qualities of imagination ; and is de- 
plorai;>ly ignorant of all theories, fave 
that of a good confcience.— -Mbr h^s bis 
wi'e advanced oneftep farther than him- 
felf, towards throwing off the ]^ejodicef 
of Cbriftianity. — And what is ftill worfe 
—the m^ner id which they bav* riv^ttcd 
thefe prejudjjDfs ,.in the ' miadfi^^oOtheir ^ 
children, (rarcelyadmits a hope» tRt^iX^^^ 
of them will ever become: converts t&^ 
Atheifm, or have fufficient fpirit to ex- 
change the morality of their Shafier, for 
the dodrine of external circumftances. 
On making enquiry of my firiend con« 
ceming the caufe of this phenomena, he 
informed me, that his father and mother, . 
who were of diffeient fefts of CEhriftiaDS, 
agreed, that the religioa taught their 
children fhould «ot be indebted for its 
fupport to the peculiar dogmas of ei^er ; 
but fliould chiefly reft on the authori;ty 
of that Shatter, which has fo deeply in- 
curred the difpleafure of the philolo- 
phers. — His mother was- the daughter . 
of a prieft of the feA of Diflenters, who 
had bellowed fuch particular p^ins on the 



cultivation of Her underflandiog, as a(5tu- 
ally qualified her for condu£ling the educa- 
tioaof her owa children. 

It is, perhaps, to this uncommon and 
extraordinary circumftance, that the chil- 
dren of Mr. Denbcigh are indebted for 
many of thofe peculiarities which at pre- 
fent diftinguifh their charadlers. It is 
from this caufe, that the daughters have 
become learned, without lofing their hu- 
mility: that they are gay, without be- 
ing frivolous : that in converfatioo, their 
fprightlinefs is free from the lightnefs of 
yanity, and their fenforioufnefs frotia ^e 
arrogance of felf-conceit. Mrs. Den- 
beigh, not confidertog the prefer vation* of 
ignorance abfolutely neceffary towards 
the perfeSion of the female chara6ler, 
never fent her daughters to the feminaries 
that are eftabliftied for that purpofe, but 
foffered them from infancy to partake 
with their brothers in every advantage 
of folid inftruftion. — Being early taught 
to make a juft eftimate of things, they 
learned how to value the performance 
of every duty; nor was their intention 
towards thofe annexed by cuftom to their 
fituation, leiTened from a confideration 
of their limplidty. In their minds the 
torch of knowledge was too fully lit, to 
lead to the dangerous path of iingularity, 
into which unwary females have by its 

I 5 
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feeble glimmering, been fo oft betrayed. 
1 can almoft vemure to aflert, that the 
blooming Emma, at this moment ma- 
nages the domeftic economy of her fa- 
ther's houfe, with as much prudence and 
aflivity as could be expefled from the 
moft ignorant and accompliftied female 
that ever iffued from .a genteel loSrding^ 
fchool. That Ihe is as dutiful, as affeflion- 
ate, as obedient to her parents, as if 
Ihc had never looked into any book but a 
Novel ; and will regard their memory with 
as much filial veneration, as if they had 
never furnifhed her mind with an idea, 
or taught her any other duty, fave how to 
drefs and play at cards [ ! 

The week that has elapfed fince ray 
arrival at Violet-Dale, has been fpent in 
alternate vifits to the fons, and fons-in- 
law of Mr. Denbeigh. As the moft beau- 
tiful fymmetry of feature eludes the fkill 
of the painter, fo do the quiet faiif- 
fedions of life, though iburces of the 
trueft plcafure, bid defiance ,to the pov?'- 
ers of defcripiioH ; I fhall therefore of 
this, week only mention one little in- 
cident, which pleafed, in fpiie of its fim-^ 
plicity. 

On the fccond A^y^ after our arrival, 
while Mr. and Mr$. Denbeigh, and the 
lovely Emma, were liftening, with looks 
of cpmpiacency and delight, to the r&i 
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cital made by my friend of fome of his 
adventures ia India, Mr.' Denbeigh was 
informed, that a perfon wanted to fpeak 
with him. — It was a country-man, who 
being by univerfal confent, admitted into 
the parlour, declared his bufinefs. It 
was, to pay to the old gentleman a fmall 
fum of money, which, it appeared, had 
been lent, with little profped of return. ♦ 
He received for his punduality, the en- 
couragement of praife ; and Emma, un- 
bidden, arofe from her embroidery, to 
prefent him fonie wine for himfelf, and 
iVeet-cake to take home to his children. 
The poor man was, by this kindnefs, em- 
boldened to loquac it)^ '' Yes," faid he to 
Mr. Denbeigh, " I defy the whole world 
to fay, that Gilbert Giub ever remained 
one hour in any man's debt, after he was 
able to get out of it. And as your honour 
was (b good to me in my neceffity, and 
lent to me when no one elle would, it was 
good reafon to pay your honour firft. But, 
perhaps, you have not heard of the ftrange 
behaviour of Mr. Darnley ?" 

** Mr. Darnley !" repeated Emilia faf- 
pcnding her work to liften. 

** What of Mf. Darnley?" faid Mr. 
Denbeigh. 

" Why, Sir, you mufl know," faid the 
peafant, " that Old Benjamin Giub, who 
lived in one of Mr. DanJev's fitc cct- 
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tages, to whom, I am fure, both your 
honour and the& two good ladies have 
given many and many a jfhilting, died oa 
Friday was eight days; and on opening bis 
^ill, who do you think he fhonld have left 
his fole heir, but Mr. Darnley ?** 

'* What could the poor creature have to 
leave ?" faid Mrs. Penbeigh. ' " He was 
ihe verj' pidlure of wretcheidnefs.'' 

" Aye, fo he was,' returned the gar- 
rulous old roan ; " and that was the very 
way he took to fcrape together ftich a 
mine of weahh. Would you believe it. 
Madam ? In the very rags that covered 
him, tifiy golden guineas were ccmce^led, 
and a hundied more were found in his 
houfe ; but no matter for that, if it had 
been ten times as much, it all went to 
Mr. Darnley .-^And though to be fure, 
we could not blame him for taking it 
-7-yet fome of. us thought it main bard, 
that 'while fo many of his own flefli and 
blood were in a ftarving condition, all 
this (lore of wealth fhould go to one w^hb 
had enough of his own."' 

** But, whilft his own relations left 
him to ftarve, had he not been fupported 
by Mr. Darnley's bount)p?" faid Mr. Den- 
beigh. 

** Aye, that is true,*' faid the peafant : 
'' but, as old Sam Grub of the Mill, fays, 
if auy one of us had a-known of his 
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^alth^ we would all have been as kmd 
lo him as the 'Squire.'* 

^' Mr* Darnley ought certaiuly to have 
made ibme prefent to the old man '9 relati* 
«s,'* faid Mr. Oeubeigh. ** Aye, Sir, I 
thought he miight ha' given feme fm^ll 
xhmg ajsiong us,"* fsod the peafaftt ; ^* but 
sever eould have imagined, that he wocrld 
have behaved ia d^ way he did." 

f( Go oq/' &id Mr. Denbeigh koitting 
bis brows. 

. The^^hede of Emma grew pale : flie 
took up her needle, but remained in th^ 
attitu^ of attentioii, while the peafant 
proceeded* . 

. " Youaiuft know, Sk, that after hav* 
ing h^ a }oo§^ confabulation with the 
Seistoi), i^rist^a himfelf a Grub, the firil^ 
thing ihe'Squite did, was to fend for all 
the Grubs in the pariih, man and woman^ 
to coirie^to the fiioeraL Some of ua were 
fo4ipiuch flomached, that we did DOt much 
like to go. But, fays I, though Ben-i 
janun has been unnatural to us, that is' no 
reafon that we ihould be. unnatttral to 
him. So we all weut yefterday moruf 
ing, at the hour appointed,, apd found all 
things prepared fer the iuneral-^and a 
gallant fuufinal it was; it would have done 
good to -the iheart of «ny of his friends to 
have feen it. When we returned from the 
church-yard, Mr. Darnley^. who was laiiiM 



( ao6 ) 

fieif chief mourner^ defired us all to go 
hack with him to Ben's Cottage, where 
wine was poured out for us by Mr. 
Damley's butler, who is himfelf a very 
grand gentleman.^^When we had drank 
a glafs, Mr. Damley got up, and faid— 
* My friends/ fays he, * I hope none of 
you will have any caufe to repent the 
choice made • by your kinfman of a trus- 
tee, for the dlftribution of his proper- 
ty, for I cannot look upon his Will ia 
any other light.— Here arc twenty of 
you prefent. Ten grand-children of his 
brothers, and as.many defcendants from 
his uQcles* To the firft I have allot- 
ted ten guineas each, to theJatter five> 
which difpofes of the whqie hundred and 
fifty found in his po{refiion«-^nd I hope 
It is a diviiion with 'which you will all 
befatisfied/ We all cried out with one 
voice, that his honour was too good! 
too generous ! that he (hould at leaft^ 
keep one half -to bimlelf * God for- 
bid !' faid he, • that I fhould take a 
faTthii%, that my confcicnce told me, 
was the jMroperty of another!' — And he 
looked fo pleafed, and fo good humour- 
ed ! and we were all fo aftounded with 
delight ! for your honour i imuft know, 
that ten guineas to a poc^ "-^tnati, is a 
mighty fum ! Ah ! your honour can have 
wo notion what it is, when a man baa 
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been working fircto hand to mouih, now 
fcrambling. to get out of debt, and then 
felling back into poverty— what it is to 
be at once, as. I may fsLjy fet above the 
world ! - 

The eyes ^ Emma gliftened with de- 
light, and the fwtet tint .of the opening 
rofe-bud again mantled over, her lovely 
che^k.— The peafant continaed-^ 
• " W>eU, Sir, we :were fcarcely come to 
en^ifenfes^ as L may /(ay, when Farme^ 
Stubble's cart came to the door, v/nh old 
Martha Grub, . who kcpt.the penpy-fchool 
on the (Sreen. Common, and who broke 
her leg iaft year- ,6n 'going ! up to the hcn- 
yt>6ft . Wi had; tv:€ary. one of tis forgottea 
pld Martha, >:bnt were ail willing to club 
her fbare. * No, so/faidjibe "Squirt;); ' you 
iBuft ' all keep what yon have gpty it was 
my fault, fi>i* not being better infor^^d > 
but Martha, (hall be no lofer, feid he ; I 
will give her 'five guineas out of my owa 
^ pocket P — Who would have thoi^t he 
would have behaved infucha manner?" 

"It was indeed ading very haadfome^ 
ly,'' faid Mn Denbeigb. 
- •* Nobk, generous Darnley!" faid. Em* 
ma. ** It is juft what I . v/.ould have ex*^ 
peded from* him ;"ii^ ' ^ 

The olcki«an took his leave. — " And 
pray,"*' fays iny^riend, as ^foon as he was 
gone, " who i$ Mr. Darnley ? Is it he 
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whom I well remember hreaiibg dowft. 
your &ace^ ia followiog bu far faoimds P 
*^ No, no/* retttfoed JVf r« Deabeigh^ ^ t^t 
was the elder bcpther o£this Dar&kv, who 
was theO} in obedience to the will of bis 
£ithar preparing for the fljin He was, 
as you have jaft <faeacd, too fbnd of JHqfi 
tice, to be very paitial to the practice of 
the Law ; and on the death of that eidet 
bmther, who broke his neck one morn- 
ing in hunting, he came downto Darnley^ 
Lodge, where he hae ever finca i ^ded. 
• ^* He was foon <jlifi^oveved to be a very 
firaoge, whimikal fiort of a eieatufe^ by 
the ne%hbouriQg '$qnires«<i^Tbe fiifierv 
iagsofa poop timorous anioaaK harraffed 
by &tigue, and lortarcd l^ the agonizing 
fenfations of exceffive fear, were not ne^ 
eeflary for his amufementt He could 
epgoy -much plea&ire in walking; over a 
fine country, wkhont being the Imtcber 
e( either hare or partridge : and take 
delight in rambling by the fide of our 
river, though his: -heart never felt the 
triompbof beholding the dying ftrug- 
gles of a poor trout, or exalted in it^ 
writhing agony while tearing the barbed 
dart from its. lacerated entrails. His 
miod fought for other Q^e£ls of gratifiT 
cation. The ftudy of. MianK-llogy and 
Botany, an ex^unte rdiih for the 
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tiM of Natufe/refified by" an aequai&tance 
with ibe fifter aif«3 €)f P€*try awd Paiot- * 
ii>gj gave fliffidcQt intereft to th* rural 
fccneiy,"^ without aay aid from the Haifery 
of incffenfive animah. To the amtrfem^ats 
of elegant Literature, he has added thofe 
of Agricuttural improveihent. He comes 
here to take my advice Jfbout the latte? ; 
aad on the former, I beliieve, he comes 
toconfjilt Emjna, wba will give yon the 
beft account of bis lafte.'* 

Eriom at that moment very furfdeely 
r€CoHe£led fomelhing (he had left in her 
own room, for which Ihe went ia great * 
bafte, and tite old Gentleman proceeded. • 
**^ At the time that ow aajuaintance with 
Mr. Damky commenced, Enripa' was in - 
her feventcenth year. He found her mind 
more cultivated than is common with • 
girls of that age, and took delight in im« 
proving her already formed tafte. His 
converfation was far fuperior, in point of 
elegance and information, to that of any 
p^rfon Ihe bad ever met with : befides, it 
mtift be confefied, that there is a charm 
in the manners of a man who has feen 
fomething of the world, and been ac- 
cuftomed to move in the upper circles 
of life, which is very captivating to a de- 
licate! mind. I faw the impreffion that 
was made upon my poor £mnia*s, and 
trembled for the peace of my fweet child. 
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I feared} that by Acquiring a tafte for 
that fort of reiDement €i feotiinent and 
manoers, which is fo rarely to be met 
with in the country, fhe might injure her 
future happioefs. I kao^ not if Damley 
perceived my uneafiqeis, but he foon took 
an opportunity of fpeaking to me on 
the fubje^. H^ told me, that his affec- 
tion for my daughter ihould long ago 
havfs led him to make ptopofals to me 
on her account, but that the difparity 
of their ages had rendered him anxious 
to~ make fuch an intereft in her efteem, 
as might fupply the place: of that ro- 
mantic paQion, which, duringthe reign of 
fancy, is deemed effential to nuptial hap- 
pinefs. I approved of his condu£l, and 
told him, that in regard to my daughters, 
I had laid down a rule to which I had 
invariably adhered, and that w^s, never 
to give my ccwafent to their entering into 
any engagement, before they had entered 
their twef\tieth year." 

- " Then you did not intend they Ihould 
marry Nabobs," faid my friend, ** Why, 
we Indians, never think of any thing be* 
ypnd fixteen," 

. " Then you did not think of the bleff- 
ing of mutual happinefe," faid his father, 
** Why not ?" returned my friepd. V ^^ 
think of happinefs in the poffeffion of 
youth and beauty ; and ourypqng wivea 
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think of it in the CDJoyment <^ our 
fortunes. — Is not this being mutually 
happy f'* " Short-lived happinefs !'* re- 
joined his father, ** which 'is certainly 
extiuguiihed by fatieiy,, and probably 
fucceeded by difguft.— The firft light 
fyrapathy of fouls/' continued Mr. Den- 
beigh, '* is laughed at by any well edu- 
cated girl ; but fuch ao union of minds 
as includes a fimilarity of taile and fen- 
timent ;-^fuch a degree of efteem' as is 
ei&mial to mutual confidence^ is, in my 
opinion, abfolutely necelfary between two 
people, who are to be bound in partner- 
(hip for life. And is a girl of fizteen a 
proper judge of the qualities neceflary 
tor fuch an union ?*'— " But, if I miftake 
not/*— retufned myiriend " the age of 
Mr. Darnley very nearly doubles that 
of my fiften'' f* True/* replied the old 
Gentleman ; " but Mr. Darnley does not 
marry Emma merely on -account of he.r 
pretty face. Neither does ihe beftow 
her affedions on his fortune. The ten- 
der friendflxip that already fubfifis be- 
tween them, is cemented by efteem for 
real virtues. — If it had been otherwife, 
it. is not Mr. Darnlev's fortune (though 
far beyond what a cnild of mine is by 
any iheans entitled to). that ihould have 
tempted me to wiinefs the facrifice of 
her future peace." 



( 2^ia ) 

Here the good . Gotleoian was^ iMer- 
ruptcd by dbe. eatrance of tUs ve^ Mr. 
Damley, who had come to pay his eoib- 
pHmeiita to the. family, oa the arsivaLof 
ray friend. His luible afpe£^ and grace- 
fol manner, appaFeotly juftified. aU that 
had been faki ioihisiavour! and the ftreet 
bhilhes that fpread themieWes. ovc^r the 
coiinteoaoce o^ the &}t naaiden, on im- 
expededly beholdiog biin*^toid> thai: 
the old GexttlemaiL bad sot bem^ wrofig 
in hia cpajeAorea amcexaing the Hate c^ 
heff heart. 

But w&at doea Maaodaaca thbJb rf 
tile dodriae of Mrw Doibeigb!^ licit fiif* 
ffF a dafugbtet to entet ittDo the engage* 
meat of maniage belose &e- ia tventy! 
-<^Twenty l*— w% twenty is oMl eaoogk 
f6r a graodoDOther-T-^i feaer the reaCbnicgs 
of Mr. De&beigh would make a&&w coii* 
verts ia Hindooftan^ a&ia the £jaglcffi ie« 
mtnaf ies, whece youQg Ladiea ace get^itely 
educ&Ud. 

We have juft retuened from, fpeadiag 
the day with the eldeft daqgiitec iif Mr. 
Denbeigh. 

The company aflembled wece net- 
merous and g.ay, and the eatertaioment 
given them by the M^chant, was at once 
fubftantial and fplendid.-rrrl fiieuld npr, 
however have thought of mendoniQg it, 
but for the fake of one of tfate gueiis, 
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whbfe behaviour will give j^u feme idea 
of the mamiers and converfktion of Fuch 
people of Jlyle as a^e foffered to rgo abroad 
after the lofs of their fenfes.— When fuch 
people vifit^ they make ufe of the coid- 
paay ii5 their^ Chubdars"^ ; and calways 
.keep -them waiting for their apjDearance 
fuch a length of time, as may give ihem 
Jfufficient opportunity for difcuffing their 
birth, titles, and fnuation. This Xack^ 
was accoxdinglv announced, before her 
appearance, to be the wife of a recruit- 
ing officer, and fifteenth coiifin to an Irifti 
Lord — ^ circumftance, of which we 
..might have remained in ignorance, had 
(he arrived -at the fame time with the 
reft of the company. 

When Ibe entered, the height of the 
chowry that adorned her head ; the 
length of the train of filk which followed 
her into the ro©m, and which did not 
difdain to wipe the feet of the gentle- 
men ; the fcanty fize of the veil of mo- 
defty, which covered, or rather which 
did not cover, her bofom ; thequlcknefs 
of her flep^ the undaunted aHuranc'e of 
her mien— all fpoke the confcioufnefs of 
her own fupeiiority. I liftened to her 
converfation with the moft refpeflful at- 

*The fervant wliofe^biifincfs it is to procJaim 
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tention, till (he mentioned a circumftance, 
that at once ftruck me with aftonifh- 
ment and horror. *^ London," fhe faid, 
*^' was become quite a defert, not a 
fingle being remained in town/* " Lon- 
don !" repeated L " London ! that po- 
pulous city, which was late the. refidence 
of fo many hundred thoufand people ; is 
it poflible, that it can fo fuddenly ha\*e 
been rendered defolate?*' " Lard blefs 
me/' returned the Lady, " every body 
know^ that there is not at this time a 
fingle creature in London : and fo I told 
the Captain before we went, but he would 
go, and ftaid whole ten days ; you never 
knew any thing fo horrid ! Not one crea- 
ture was to be feen." 

" Horrid, indeed,'' repeated I. " Alas ! 
poor Doftor Severan, what, in the general 
calamity, is become of him ?" A fraile 
which iat upon the faces of the company, 
and a look of I compaflion with which the 
benevolent Mr. Denbeigh at that moment 
feemed to regard my informer, made me 
fufpe6l her of infanity, and fhe, indeed, 
faid enough afterwards fully to confirm my 
fufpicion. 

Poor thing! (he was fo incapable of 
concealing her misfortune — that (he * 
feemed to pique herfelf on having faint- 
ed at the light of a red gown in the 
month of July, a convincing proof that 
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fli e was not then id the poffeffion of her 
underftandiog.— The derangement of her 
faculties, may, perhaps, be accounted 
for from the many frights and Jbccks 
Ihe has met with in a country town, where, 
ber huflband is unfortunately quartered. 

" The /r/^to,'* fhe faid, " came to 
vifit her, and fome of their heads were fo 
hiikcvSy that fhe thought (he would have 
died at the fight.'' Mo wonder that fuch 
fai circumftaoce fhould have produced 
fatal effefis npori a feeble rhind. Like 
moft people who labour under this Ibrt 
of delirium, flie was altogfeiher uncon- 
fcious of her unhappy fiuiadon, and 
ically ftemcd to enjoy a fancied, pre- 
eminence over the ' daughters of Mr. 
Denbeigh, and mahy other females of 
found njind, who were aflembled upon 
thisoccafion. " Alas! poor lady,*' faid I 
to niyfelf, *' how pitiable is thy Situation! 
How much more would it have been lo 
thy advantage, to have poffefled one grain 
of the gocd fenfe of tbefe amiable- fe- 
males, whom thy folly holds in fuchde- 
rifion, than to have been coufin to all 
the Lords in Chriflendom! Had not 
thy malady brought blindnefs to thine 
eyes, thou mighteft, douhtlefs, have be- 
held in the flreets of London, tbonfands, 
and .ten ihoufauds of thy fupericrs in 
the fcale of human excellence !" — But 
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thus it is, that the duft trf foliy whicb is 
ihakeniato the^yes by^lae haad ofaffcc- 
tatioQ, produces the falfe perception of 
objects. 

May wciiftveoureye$ 'enHgbtisa^ by 
the * CoHyrium ^of jodgroent --^ fliall 
we be able to obfarve ourfelws in the 
Mirror of Truth ! 

I have had the noespeiSled {atisf^c- 
tian of behokUng the filler of ray firjl 
£Qgli(h friead. Yes, Maaodaara^ Char- 
Jot le Percy is xk>w the gueft of Mr. 
Deabeigb, aud you may judge ba:w much' 
fuch a circumftance has augmented the 
:pleafure of Zaarmilla. 

I did not till lately difcover, that Mor- 
ley-farm was in the neighbourhood of 
Violet-dale, and not many hours elapfed 
after the difcovery, till, iu company with 
Denbeigh aod his iifter- Emma, I went 
to vifit the late refidenceof the benevo- 
lent old man, whofe charafter is Hill 
fpoken of in the neighbourhood in terms 
of refpeft, gratitude, and affeflion. 
The weather was ferene and temperate, 
fuch as, at Almora, we frequently eujoy 
in the depth of winter; it was what is 

* CoUyrium. Crude Antimony, and fometiin^s 
Lead ore, ground to an impalpable powder, wKi<:Ii 
the people of India put into their eyes, by means 
of a polifhed wire. They fancy it clears the fight 
andencreifes the luftre of the ey«. ~ . 
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here called a fine autumnal morning; 
The trees t/hich were fo lately clothed 
in the liveiy of the Muffulman Prbphet, 
have now afliimed a greater variety of 
colouring — while fome have had their 
green coats changed into the fober tint 
of the cinnamon : and others have taken 
the tawny hue of the orange. The leaves 
of many, which like ungracious children, 
had forfaken their parent ftem, ruftled 
in our path. Of all the vocal inhabitants 
of the woodsy one littlef bird alone, like 
the faithful friend, who jeferve$ his fcr- 
vices for the hour of adverfity, fitting 
on the half-ft ripped boughs, raifed the 
foft note of confolation to the deferted 
grove. 

Emma, who was our condudlrefs, feid 
ftie would take us by the private road, 
which had been a few years ago made, 
by Mr. Morley and her father, to faci- 
litate .the intercourfe of their families. 
We foon arrived where the wooden 
bridge had ftood ; but, alas ! it was now 
no longer paflable. A few of its planks 
half floated on the ftream — the reft had 
been carried away by the farmer, ro 
make up a breach in the fence. *' Ah !" 
faid Emma, "could poor Mr. Moiky 
now fee that bridge ! — but do not mention 
it to my father. I know-it would f ex Lini 

Vol. IL K 
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to hear of it/' We proceeded on another 
load, aud at the dmance of » few paces 
from the houfe, we met with a fecood 
difappuiutmeat. Attemptiqg to open a 
Imall gate that led to the front door of the 
houfe, a little boy came out to tell u$ that 
ii had been nailed up, and that we muft go 
through the yard where the cattle were 
feeding- 
Emma begged we might proceed no 
farther, and we were about to comply 
with her vequeft, \vhen the wife of the 
perfon who now rents the farm came to 
•us. " Ah ! how glad Mifs Percy will be 
lo fee you Mifs !" cried (he. '* I did not 
think that my fon could have been back 
from the Dale fo foon.'* 

" Mifs Percy r faid Emma. " What 
of Mifs Percy ? When did you hear of 

hev r 

" Did you not know that ihe came, 
herje yeftcrday ?" returned the woman. 
** fliC font a letter to let you know that 
Die inter.ded going over to the Dale to- 
night." 

'" Sent a letter! returned Emma. Char- 
*" lotte ufed not to be fo ceremonious." 

" lo/iced fhe is not what (he ufed to 
be,'* returned thq farmer's wife *' She is 
lb melancholy, that I never faw the like- 
Sooii after fhe game yeflerday evening. 



./ 
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Ihe went out to the garden, and, would 
you believe it ? the fight of the potatoes 
my hulband* planted in the pkce my old 
mailer ufed tq call his Velvet Wall?, and 
which he ufed to have mown every week 
(though the grafs was good for nothing, 
to be fure, but to be fwept away as if it 
had been rubbiih) and w here he ufed to 
fit of an evening in the queer-looking 
chair, that now, when it is turned upfide 
down, does fo well for a bay- rack for the 
young' calves ; would you believe it ? her 
eyes filled with tears at the very fight of 
it. Now v^hat could make any one cry 
at the fight of a good crop of potatoes, is 
more than I can imagine. But, fays my 
hufband, don't you fee that it is being fo 
very lonely that makes Mife fo melancho- 
ly ? So I went to her, and though ihe faid 
fhe liked to be lonely, I would not leave 
her to herfelf the whole evening.'* 

" Your company would be a great relief 
to her fpirits, to be fure,'' faid Den heigh. 
" Yes, for certain/' returned the good 
woman ; " though ihe took on a liule ilill. 
And when ilie went into the paddock, 
where the little poney that Mr. Morley 
ufed to ride about the farm now runs. La ! 
fee Mifs, fays I, if there is not your uncle's 
poncy, I dare to fay it knows you. She 
held out her hand, and called it by iv3 i 

K 2 
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name, and, would you believe it ? it no 
fooaer heard her voice, than it came 
fcampering up. — PoorMopfy, faidihe, as 
Ihe Itroaked its ears, and again the tears 
came into her eyes* She turned away, but 
the beaft ftill followed her, neighing, till 
we came to the gate. She then fo begged 
me to leave her for a few minutes, that I 
went on the other fide of the hedge, and 
faw her go back to poor Mopfy, and laying 
her hand upon its head, as it held it out 
for her to flroak — fhe burft into tears. 
Dear heart, fays I^ Mifs, don't take on fo ; 
my hulband will buy you a furer-footed 
beaft than Mopfy, at any market in the 
country, for five pounds. 

" Poor Charlotte !" faid Emma : " but 
why did (he expofe herfelf to this torture ?" ' 
The good woman flared at Emma, who 
declined liftening'to any more of her con- 
verfation ; but demanding which way her 
coufin had walked, fhe haftily requefted 
us to follow. 

*' IJow nicely this gravel walk ufed to 
be kepti" faid Emma j(as we walked 
along *^ and fee how it is now deftroyed. 
Thele ftirubs too, fo broken down by 
the cattle, how the good old M r. Mor- 
ley ufed to delight himfelf in taking care 
of them ! He is gone ! and, alas ! how 
quickly are the favourite objetts of his at- 
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tention likely to perifh ! — But the re- 
membrance of his virtues ihall not thus 
fall into, oblivion. — No !'' continued the 
lovely moralift*: " the trees he has planted 
may be cut down by fordid avarice ; and 
the hand of brutifti Cupidity may root out 
the flowers of his garden ; but his deeds of 
benevolence and charity ihall be held in 
eveilafting remembrance !'' 

,We were now arrived at the gate of a 
meadow, which was almoft encircled by 
the ftream. A narrow path winded 
through .the plantation of young trees that 
ornamented its banks. — At the root of one 
of thefe trees, I perceived a fmall bright 
objeft glittering ia the rays of the fun. I 
approached it, and found fome leaves of 
ivory, faftened by a filyer clafp, which on 
touching it, flew open, and difcovered the 
hand writing of Mifs Percy. *^ It is 
" Charlotte's tablets,'' cried Emma. "It 
w^as in thefe flie ufed to fketch the effufions 
of her fancy, on any fubjeft that occur- 
ed. — It is ftill fo,'' continued fhe, turning, 
over the leaves. " Here is fome poetry — 
Ihe cannot think it any breach of faith to 
read it." " Read it then,'' faid her brother. 

She complied, and read as follows — 

Why, ibades of Morley f will you not impart ^ 
Some confolation to mj grief-worn mind ? 

'Mid your deliehcful fcenes, my finking heart 
Had hoped tne f weets of wonted peace to fbd. 
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Dear {cents- of fweet content, and carelefs eafe. 
Where in unchanging blifvihc feafon* ro'li'd, 

Where Winter's florm, gr Sunrimer's genial breeae, 
Could fome pecuUar beauty AiH unlold. 

The charmer Hope then perch 'd on every botigh. 
And I'mig of Friendlliip uue, and Love fincere ; ^ 

While Fancy twin'd her wreath round youth's fair 
bro\A', 
And Mem'ry's annali luark'd so tranfient tear. 

But DOW«— the chartxier Hope is heard no morel 
Gone are my youth's Jpv'd friends ;-^for ever 
gone I 

The dear delufi\e dteams of blifs are o'eK, 
And all fair Fancy's airy train is flown I 

Sad Mcm'ry now muft thefe lov'd hitunts iiitade 
With the dark forms of hoany a Heart'ftlt gtief^ 

With bofom'd forrows, filent as this fhade, 
Sorrows from lenient lime that fcorn relief. 

As to each well known objeA M cm'ry clings, 
She bids the tear of deep regret to now ; 

To every former fcene of blil's Ihe brings 
The throb of anguilh, and the iigh of Woe, 

As (he retraces every blifsful hour, 

Here fpent with cheerful Hope, and youthful joy, 
Hope loft I Joy gone for ever •,-—*-— 



The tears which bad fallen od the re- 
maioiDg lines had rendered them totally 
illegible. Thofe which fuffufed the blue 
eyes of the gentle Emma, ftopt her utter^ 
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ance, flieliaftily put the tablets in her poc- 
ket — and U''e proce« ded in filcnce. 

In 'a fpot that was peculiarly fhelrered 
by a row of beeches, whofe leaves ha\ s 
now aflfpnied the colour of the diied ciii- 
namon, flood the remains of an arhou**, 
"which had once been covered with ibc 
moft beautiful creepers this ungenial cli- 
mate can produce, but which uufuppoit- 
ed now fell upon the ground: co had 
'embleni of the mind of their former mil- 
trefe, who fat at the entrance of the ar- 
bour, on the trunk of a fallen tree. Hfer 
tcuntenance wdre the traces bf melar- 
choly, but the manner in w-hich fhc re- 
fceived the falutatioils of fny friends, fiicw- 
ed that her heart ijvat ftill capstble of the 
moft animated affedion. Me too fhe 
received with kkjdhefe, though the idear, 
^flbciated with my appestfance gave a 
p;irc*ptible emotibn to her already agi- 
tated fpirits. She made an efidrt to 
'bahifh the itielancholy ideas whichhadof 
late been fo fahiiliar to her mind ; arid 
having fafisfiea Emma as to the reafons 
that induced her to ftdp at Wortey-iarrii, 
flie cheerfully acqiriefced in her pro- 
poftl of retufiiteg tvith us to Violct-dafe, 
where Ihe was received with the cotdial 
ifrelcome 6f fincere affe^libn ; and where. 
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in the happinefs of her fcieuds, her owti 
forrows appear to be forgotten. 

In this temple of domcftic blifs, the 
flight of time has been fo imperceptible, 
that a whole week, which has elapfed fince 
I laid down my pen, appears but as a day. 

We know that one of the fourteen pre- 
cious things which were produced in the 
churning of the ocean, was a learned phy- 
fician : but which of the fagesof the tribe 
of Vaidya ever contrived a remedy of 
fuch approved efficacy, as the converfation 
of a faithfulrand judicious friend ? 

Such a one has. Mifs Percy experienced 
in thQ father of Denbeigh. He has alrea- 
dy convinced her that the indulgence of 
melancholy, inftead of being an amiable 
weakne&r -rather defer ving of admiration 
than ^enfure, is, in reality, equally felfifli 
and finful. — It is, he fays, the height of 
ingratitude to the Giver of all good^ pee- 
viQily to refufe the enjoyment of the many 
bleflings that are left us, becaufe we are 
deprived of a few, which were in their 
very natures perilhable. — " But, alas!" 
replied Mifs Percy, '• what is left to thofe 
whofe earliefl: and deareft friends have 
been fnatched from them by the hand of 
death ?^' 

" Much is left to all,'' replied Mr. 
Denbeigh. ." No one, who enjoys the 
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bleflings of health, and a peaceful confci- 
ence, can, without ingratitude repine. The 
proper difchargQ of the duties of life is a 
fource of ha^pinefs to every well regulated 
mind" 

" But how circumfcribed are the limits 
of thofe duties to a female, who has no 
longer any parent to attend on : no family 
to manage : no fortune to bellow in deeds 
of charity : and who has it little in her 
power to be ufeful, even to a friend?'* 

'* And is the gift of reafon then no- 
thing F' retorted Mr. Denbeigh; " And 
are the powers of the mind to lie dormant, 
becaufe, forfooth, you have not now 
the management of a family : or the ex- 
crcife of the benevolent affeflions to be 
given up, becaufe you have not a fortune 
to build alms-houfcs ? Thefe are the 
meer fubterfuges of indolence, BelieVe 
jne, my dear Charlotte, that whoever fe- 
rioufly refolves not to fuffer any opportunity 
of benefiting a fellow-creature to pafs un- 
employed, will find, that thcpower of do- 
ing good is not circumfcribed within very 
narrow limits. " 

" Why, (let me alk you farther) fliould 
your mind, cultivated as it has been by 
education, and improved by liftemi^g to 
the converfatioi> of the enlightened and 
judicious; why fliould it not exert its 
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powcre,' not only for your own entertain- 
ment, but for the inftru6iion, or lonoceDt 
amnfement of Others ?" 

" Ah ! ^ir ," returned Charlotte, " you 
know how female writers are looked down 
upon. The ivomcn fear, and hat^ ; the 
men rididule, and diflike them.'' 

" This n^ay be the cafe with the mei'e 
mob, who receive every prejudice upon 
truft,'' rejoined Mr. Debbei^ ; "butif 
the fimplicity of your charadiet remains 
nnchanged-^if the vnrtues of yont* heart 
TefceiVe^ nb alloy from the canity of au- 
tborlfaip ; truft me, my dear <]!barlctte, 
you will not bfe the lefs dear to any frienS 
that is dcferving of your love, for havibg 
Employed your Icifure houts in a #ay that 
is both idnccent and raddnal.'' 

Thus did this vcti^rabte old rtian pet- 
fuade Mifs Percy to rfeconcilfe h€*r hiind to 
the evils of her deftiily, aifid, by the exer- 
tion of aSivity, to feek the road to 
contentment. Nor has his atteritionl)^®! 
confined to her. Me ^Ifo, he bSs ho- 
nou red with much of his idftra&ive cca- 
verfation. He has been partictilarly fo- 
lichous to kilow my opidio^s c^nceffting 
all that I have fecn in Etighnd ^ and «• 
■pefting to reap ttdvantage from bis bb- 
fervations, 1 have put into his bands ^a 
copy of all my letters to you. Thefe \i 
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was cafy^ for me to give in Englifli ; it 
having .been my cuftpm to write down " 
futh converfations as I intended to recite 
to you, in that language, and after having 
given it to fome Englifti friend to tran- 
flate, have from the correfled copy made 
tranflations intended for your tife. 

Mr. Denbeigh was much eiitertain- 
ed with n^y accK>unt of the phrlofo- 
phers, but laid, " if it was known in 
England, people would think that J in- 
tended to turn philofofjhy itfelf into ridi- 
cule." Thus it is that thedefignsof au^ 
tbors are miflaken ! Perhaps this i^ not 
the only paffage in my letters that mighty 
to an Englilh reader, appe^t to be ab- 
furd .-^Happily thdy will never be 6xpof- 
ed to any eye, fave that of my friends— ^ 
It is therefore fuffident if to him they 
convey a pidlure of the truth, fufch as it 
appears to the mind of Zaarmilla. 

I have already hinted my aftoniftiment 
at the numbi^r of new books that are every 
year produced in England ; but now that 
I know what thefe books have to encoun- 
ter, before they fight their \vay into the 
world, my aftomlhment is increafed ten- 
fold ! many and various are the evils 
which thefe poor adventurers have to en- 
counter. Befides the fmarting, though 
fuper ficial wounds, which they may expeft 
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to receive from the fmall-fl^ot of the ladies 
and gentlemen, genieely educated \ who call 
every i\m%Jlupid that is beyond the li- 
mits of their flender compreheniions, 
they have to faftain the heavy blows of 
thofe who cut down every thing as non- 
fenfe, that fwerves from the beaten track 
over which they have been accuftomed 
to trot. Should they be endowed with 
fufficient ftrength to furvive the attack 
of both thefe adverfaries, they have ftill 
to pafs before the formidable phalanx 
of Reviewers, each of whom, like the 
mighty Garticeya*, brapdifhes in his hun- 
dred arms a hundred inftruments of de- 
ftrudion. Thefe terrible Genii are faid. 
to judge of books by the fraell, and when 
that has happened to be offenfive to their 
noftrils, have been known, by one^ well- 
aimed dart, to transfix an unfortunate book 
to the ftielves of the bookfellers* Ihops 
for ever. But with the powerful is found 
mercy. Inftead of the dread weapons of 
war, thefe imitators of the fons of the 
Mountain-born Goddefs, fometimes con- 
defcend gently to tickle the trembling ad- 

* The Hindoo God of War. He is reprefented 
\7itl1 fix faces, and a number of hands, in each of 
which he brandifhes a weapon. He Tides upon a 

Seacock, and is ufuallj found in company with his 
lother Parvati, or the Mountain Goddefs, one of 
the chara^ers of the coaforc of Seev'a. See Afiaiic 
Refearches, vgl. ii. 
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venturer with a feather plucked from the 
plumage of the Peacock. 

Ah ! if ever a friend of Zaarrailla's ves- 
tures to fend forth a book into the world, 
may it find thefe terrible Reviewers in 
this favourable mood! May its perfume 
be pleafing to their noflrils, and its form 
find favour in their fight ! ! 

I have juft received a letter fi-6m my 
friend Severan, it contains the defirable 
information, that a Ihip will in a few 
weeks fail for India — the commander of 
which, is his particular friend. In it I 
fhall take my paffage — and if the power- 
ful Varuna is favourable to my prayers, 
Ihall, in the progrefs of a few returning 
moons, again behold the blefled ftiores 
of Hindooftan. O thought replete with 
extacy ! How does the bofom of Zaar- 
milla pan^, for the period of thy realizati- 
on ! — Yet ftiall Lnot purchafe that felicity, 
without having paid the debt of Anguilh, 
in many a tear ; before my eyes can be fo- 
laced by beholding the companions of my 
youth, they muft have been moiftened with 
the foi row of an eternal feparation from 
every Englifh friend. 

From this amiable family, from the 
worthy Denbeigh, and the excellent Seve- 
ran, I Ihall have been parted for ever. — 
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But the rememhrance of their virtues ihall 
be the companions of my life; and the idea' 
of their happinefs Ihall folace every hour 
of my exiftence. 

Nothing can equal the delight of my 
friend Severan, at the fuccefs of his ex- 
periment ; which has opened a new field 
for difcovery, of which he will not be 
flow to take poffeflion. It is a peculiar 
advantage attendant upon fcience, that 
the gratification it a£fords is not more de- 
lightful to the individual, than benefi- 
cial to fociety; and it is this confideration 
that enhances every enjoyment of the fci- 
entific philofopher. 

I cannot Wip thinking, that this Ibrt 
of philofophy is more favourable to the 
happinefs of its votaries, than that fort 
profeffed at Ardent-Hall; but this may 
be owing to the advantages enjoyed by 
the former, pf a happier method of con- 
ducing their experiments. It certainly 
does not arife in the latter from any 
want of zeal, or from a backwardnefs to 
repeat experiments, that have already 
been found unfuccefsful. As a proof of 
this, my friend Severan informs me, that 
Mr. Axiom, h:rs perfuaded Mifs Ardent 
to' accompany him to the Continent, on 
an experiment oiahjlrati principk^ which, , 
he fays — " ihould put a learned female 
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above the cenfure of the world/' My 
friend feems to doubt whether the le- 
fult of this experiment, will bring peace 
to the poor Ladv's bofom; and adds, 
'' that it would oe no lefs furprifing, to 
fee the flame of the taper .brighteq, oo 
being plunged into mephitic air, thai) 
that a femfile, who bids defiance to mo« 
defty and decorum, Ihould preferve her 
honour and her peace.*^ 

Mifs Ardent has refigned her charge 
of the younger daughter of Sir Caprice, 
to Lady Grey. The eldeft daughter of 
the Baronet, the ^ovel-reading Julia, has 
it feems, fuffered much from the unex- 
pefted metamorpholis of a charming 
fwain ; who, foon after he had introduced 
himfelf to her acquaintance, as a hero of 
exalted fentiment and tender fenfibility, 
was unfortupately recognized by certain 
fagacious metV, from a place called Bow- 
ftreet to be one of the tribe of Swind- 
lers—the difcov^ry gave fuch a Ihock 
to the nerves of the young Lady, that 
fhe has been ordered to a place called 
Bath, for the recovery of her health. 
Thiiher her father and mother have ac- 
companied her ; and there the former, 
at the inftigarion of a teacher of a kti 
called Methodills, has renounced rhe poo- 
jah ofSyfteuij and, inflcad of building 
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a boufe for Iparrows to make hooey, he 
now intends to eve£t a church, for the 
edification of the faints. Thus doth one 
folly fucceed to another, in the breaft of 
him who is void of all permanent prin- 
ciple ! — May the mind "of Maandaara 
be furniftied by Gahefa with the protedi-' 
ing fliield of judgment, and preferved 
from the evils of inftabiHty T 

As this. letter will be lent by a fmall 
veifel called a packet, which carries dif* 
patches from this government to the coun. 
cil of Calcutta, it will probably reach the 
happy region of Almora tome weeks be- 
fore thy friend. 

I anticipate the comments which thou 
wilt make upon its contents. Thou wilt 
obferve, that to extend our knowledge 
of the world, is but to become acquainted 
with new modes of pride, vanity, arid folly. 
Thou wilt perceive that in Europe, as in 
Afia, an afFedled fingularity often paffes for 
fuperior wifdom ; bold aflertion for truth ; 
and fickly faftidioufnefs for true delicacy 
of fentiment. Thou wilt fee that the paffi- 
ons of men are every where the fame ; and 
that the variety made by the Idol of Doc- 
tor Sceptic (cxifting circumftaoces) is not 
in ihe paffigns themfelves, but in the com- 
plexion of the objsds which excite them. 
Thou wilt remark, that tliough vice and 
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folly have the appearance of being every 
•where predominant, that it is only the fu- 
perficial obferver, who will from thence 
infer the non-exiftenceof Wifdom and Vir- 
tue. Thefe have been traced by Maan- 
daara to the bofom of retirement, where 
be will hav^ obferved them fcattering 
the fweet bloffoms of dpjneftic peace : and 
though the torch of vanity glares not on 
their dwelling,, and the trump of fame 
fqfundjf not at their^approach, he will ne- 
venkelqfs have remarked with pleafure 
-the extent of their filent reign, and, with 
Zaarrailla, iwill pity the man whp can form 
a doubt of their exiftence. 

Of the various religions of the Englifh, 
I havegiveli you a full and diftinflt account: 
You will perceive by it, that notwithftand- 
ing the progrefs of philofophy, and the re- 
port of Sheermaal, that that of Chriltiani- 
ty is not yet. entirely cxtinB \ butlhat, like 
Virtue and Wifdoip, it has ftill fome ad- 
tierents, in the retired fcenes of life. You 
will, perhaps, not have been able to difco- 
ver how the pradices enjoined by its pre- 
cepts can be injurious tofociety; and in- 
clined to think, that the love of a Being 
of infinite wifdom and goodnefs, and fuch 
a government of the paffions, as enables a 
DM-n to love his neighbour as himfelf, can 
do no great harm to the world.— Obuoxi- 

VoL.ir. L 
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ous as the precepts which commaDd purity 
of heart, unfeigned humility, fanAity of 
morals, and fimplicity of manners; may be 
to the philofopber ; you will conclude^ that 
they have, in reality, been found as little 
detrinHDt^l to the repofe of the individual, 
as the expeftation of everlafting felicity 
has been to his happinefs. I am forry that 
the want of fuccefs attending the e:rperi« 
ments of the worftiippers of Syftem, pre- 
fents me with nothing lo oppofe to your 
conclufions better than aflenion : but if 
you ha\''e half^he complaifance of the peo- 
ple of England, you will think that ought 
to be fufficient to overturn the diflates of 
common fenfe, though confirmed by the 
experience of ages !— Such faith do thefe 
good people put in the affertions of philo- 
fophers. 

I am called from my pen to witnefs a 
ceremony called Signing the Settlemefdts, 
which is preliminary to the marriage of 
Mr. Darnley and the blooming Emma/ 
The day after to-morrow is fixed for their 
nuptials, acd on the day following, the 
amiable bride departs with her hufband, 
loaded with paternal bleffings. Though 
every thing is to be conduced in common 
form, and exa6tly in conformity to Chrit 
tian prejudices, I do not know bnt this 
gentle and unaiTuming girl may have as 
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great a chance for happinefs, as if ftie had 
gone oflF with her lover on an •experimdnt 
of ahJiraS principk. 

" May the conduft of thofe who aft 
" well, afford pleafure to the mind ! May 
" you, ye good, find friends in this world! 
" May virtue be for ever to be found !" 

In readidg the letters of a friend, may 
the goodnefs of his intention be put in 
the balance with his errors.; and where 
the former is found predominant, may fhe 
latter be configned to oblivion ! What caix 
I fay more. 
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